
Big Sur Multi-Agency Advisory Council 

Congressman Jimmy Panetta and Supervisor Mary Adams, Co-Chairs 
 

Virtual Special Meeting  
Friday, March 25, 2022 
9:45 a.m. – 9:55 a.m. 

 
Join Online:  https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/91371272380 

Join One-tap mobile: US: +16699006833,,91371272380#  or +12133388477,,91371272380# 
Join via telephone: US: +1 669 900 6833  or +1 213 338 8477 

Webinar ID: 913 7127 2380 
 

 
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

I. Call to Order  
 

II. Roll Call  
 

III. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items – limited to 2 minutes 
 
IV. Consider finding, pursuant to AB 361 and in order for the Big Sur Multi Agency 

Advisory Council to continue meeting remotely, that the COVID-19 pandemic state 
of emergency declared by Governor Newsom is still in effect; the Council has 
reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency; and the Monterey County 
Health Officer continues to recommend social distancing measures for meetings of 
the legislative bodies. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Report 
2. AB 361 Legislation 
3. Monterey County Health Officer Recommendations 

 
V. Adjournment – 9:55 a.m. 

 
 

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/91371272380
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Agenda Item Number IV 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the Big Sur Multi-Agency Advisory Council (BSMAAC) consider 
finding, pursuant to AB 361 and in order for the Big Sur Multi Agency Advisory Council to 
continue meeting remotely, that the COVID-19 pandemic state of emergency declared by 
Governor Newsom is still in effect; the Council has reconsidered the circumstances of the state 
of emergency; and the Monterey County Health Officer continues to recommend social 
distancing measures for meetings of the legislative bodies. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom issued a Proclamation of State of Emergency in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.  That proclamation remains in effect.  As a result of the state of 
emergency, the Governor issued executive orders that waived the normally strict provisions of 
the Brown Act relating to holding and participating in meetings via teleconferencing.  Executive 
Order N-29-20 allowed bodies subject to the Brown Act to meet without a physical meeting 
location, so long as various requirements were met, including providing the public the 
opportunity to observe and participate in the meeting telephonically or electronically.  Executive 
Order No. N-08-21 extended the suspension of the Brown Act’s normal teleconferencing rules 
through September 30, 2021.   
 
On September 16, the Governor signed AB 361, urgency legislation which took effect 
immediately.  AB 361 amended Government Code section 54953 to address holding meetings 
subject to the Brown Act via teleconference during a declared state of emergency.  AB 361 
allows a board, commission or committee subject to the Brown Act, called “legislative bodies” 
under the Brown Act, to meet via teleconference without following the normal Brown Act 
teleconference rules if any of the following circumstances exist: 
 

A)  The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency, and 
state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social 
distancing. [or] 
(B)  The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency for the 
purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether as a result of the emergency, meeting 
in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees. [or] 
(C)  The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency and has 
determined, by majority vote, pursuant to subparagraph (B), that, as a result of the 
emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of 
attendees. 
 
(Gov’t Code §54953(e)(1) [AB 361, p. 9].) 

 
If the meeting is held via teleconference under these provisions, the meeting body must meet 
certain requirements under AB 361, including providing public access to the meeting and 
opportunity for the public to address the members of the legislative body. AB 361 also requires 
periodic review of the determination to continue to meet via teleconference.  The teleconference 
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rules of AB 361 are operative only so long as the Governor’s proclamation of statewide 
emergency is in place; once that proclamation is terminated, the BSMAAC must either meet in 
person or utilize the normal Brown Act rules for teleconferencing (teleconference location open 
to the public and agenda posted). 
 
The Monterey County Health Officer has issued a recommendation for social distancing during 
legislative body meetings; therefore, so long as that recommendation is in place, the first meeting 
of the BSMAAC after October 1, 2021, may occur without the need to make any findings. This 
information was presented to the BSMAAC on November 12, 2021.  
 
The special meeting being held on March 25, 2022 is necessary to make the requisite findings.  
 
Attachments:  
  A.  AB 361 
  B.  Monterey County Health Officer Recommendation 





























  

  

 
 

 

Recommendation Regarding Social Distancing Including Remote 
Meetings of Legislative Bodies 

 
Issued: September 22, 2021 

 
The Monterey County Health Department continues to recommend that physical and 
social distancing strategies be practiced in Monterey County, which includes remote 
meetings of legislative bodies of local agencies, to the extent possible. 
 
Monterey County continues to experience transmission of COVID-19 locally. Physical 
and social distancing is still an effective measure to reduce the spread of COVID-19, 
especially when combined with use of face coverings, frequent hand washing, staying 
home when ill, testing, and vaccination with U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
approved or authorized COVID-19 vaccines.  
 
Remote meetings of legislative bodies allow for the virtual participation of agency staff, 
presenters, and community members in safer environments, with less risk of exposure 
to SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19.   
 
The Monterey County Health Officer will continue to monitor local metrics and the 
necessity of this recommendation. 
 


