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Policy Framework



• Key Definitions to be Developed
• Prime Farmland
• Development and Conversion

• Meaningful measure or “Value” of Loss of Agricultural Land

• Eligibility Criteria of Mitigation Receiving Site

• Exceptions or Other Considerations



• Meaningful Measure or “Value” of Loss of Agricultural Land
• Fair Market Value

• Difference between the parcel’s value with development rights compared to an agricultural 
conservation easement without development rights.

• Appraisal method(s) that account for water availability, soil conditions, and crop production

• Gradient of Farmland
• Prime Farmland
• Farmland of Statewide Importance, Unique Farmland and Locally Important 
• Grazing/Rangeland

• Gradient of Mitigation Ratios
Farmland Category Ratio

Prime 2 : 1

State/Unique/Local 1.5 : 1

Grazing/Rangeland 1 : 1



• Prioritize at or near the urban/ag 
boundary

• City Sphere of Influence/Growth 
Boundary 





Acre Threshold

Location In-Lieu Fees Direct Conservation Easements

Butte County 5 acres or less 5 acres or more

Yolo County 20 acres or less 20 acres or more

City of Woodland 20 acres or less 20 acres or more
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