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RREEPPOORRTTIINNGG  SSEEWWAAGGEE  RREELLEEAASSEESS::      
In the past, there have been occurrences where untreated sewage was released into drinking water sources 

and was not properly reported to the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES).  

Proper and timely notification is imperative to allow government agencies and downstream users to take 

prompt action to protect public health and safety, the environment, and drinking water supplies.  The 

purpose of this Fact Sheet is to help clarify the reporting requirements for sewage releases in California, 

under California Water Code §13271, et seq. and California Health and Safety Code §5411, et seq. 

 

State Law requires that an unauthorized discharge of sewage [as defined in 23 California Code of 

Regulations (CCR) 2250 (b)] into or onto state waters must be reported to Cal OES.  Upon such 

notification, Cal OES will then immediately notify the appropriate Regional Water Quality Control 

Board (RWQCB), the local public health department, and local office of environmental health. These 

offices are responsible for determining appropriate public and environmental safety measures.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

AARREE  TTHHEERREE  AANNYY  EEXXCCEEPPTTIIOONNSS??  
  

Notification of an unauthorized discharge of sewage or hazardous substances, under section 13271 (b) of 

the California Water Code, is not required if the discharge is in compliance with waste discharge 

requirements.  
  

PPEENNAALLTTIIEESS  FFOORR  NNOOTT  RREEPPOORRTTIINNGG:: 
Any person who fails to provide the proper notifications is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be punished 

by a fine of not more than $20,000 dollars or imprisonment for not more than 1 year or both, per section 

13271 (c) of the California Water Code.  Additional penalties can be administered under Health and 

Safety Code §5411, et seq   
  

AADDDDIITTIIOONNAALL  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN::  
  

Further information on reporting requirements can be located on the Cal OES Website at 

www.caloes.ca.gov in the California Hazardous Material Spill/Release Notification Guidance booklet. 

Please call the Cal OES Hazardous Materials Section at (916) 845-8788 to answer any further questions. 

 

 

 

RReeppoorrtt  SSeewwaaggee  RReelleeaasseess  ttoo::  
 

 

California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 

Warning Center 
 

((880000))  885522--77555500  
 

The RReeppoorrttaabbllee  QQuuaannttiittyy for sewage spills is 1000 gallons or more, as established 

in regulation [Title 23, California Code of Regulations, Section 2250 (a)]  
 

 

PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  tthhee  RReeggiioonnaall  WWaatteerr  QQuuaalliittyy  CCoonnttrrooll  BBooaarrddss  aanndd  LLooccaall  HHeeaalltthh  

DDeeppaarrttmmeennttss  mmaayy  hhaavvee  aaddddiittiioonnaall  rreeppoorrttiinngg  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ––  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  

tthheemm  ttoo  sseeee  wwhhaatt  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  aappppllyy  ttoo  yyoouu!!  

http://www.caloes.ca.gov/



