












EXHIBIT A
DISCUSSION 

Project Background 
Following the adoption of the Interim Ordinance on July 7, 2015 (Exhibit B), staff including 
representatives from the Chief Administrator’s Office, the Resource Management Agency, the 
Treasurer/Tax Collector, the Agricultural Commissioner, Economic Development, County 
Counsel, the District Attorney, the Sheriff’s Office, and the Environmental Health Bureau began 
meeting to discuss options for how to proceed with regulations for medical marijuana. Other 
jurisdictions around the State who were already dealing with this subject were consulted to learn 
about their successes and failures. Consultation with other jurisdictions raised some serious 
concerns. Within the black market, marijuana cultivation can have serious environmental, health, 
and safety impacts if not done properly. Much of the staff time in other jurisdictions was spent 
identifying violators of local regulations, and pursuing action against those violators. Reports of 
unknown perpetrators clear-cutting forest lands, diverting rivers and streams for irrigation, the 
presence of armed security, substandard living conditions, cutting of hillsides, and difficulty in 
finding these locations and holding those responsible accountable were described. These 
perpetrators typically come from out of town, exploit the land, harvest the crop, and move or 
leave. These bad actors are not representative of the business as a whole. Those individuals and 
collectives in the medical marijuana industry who would like to be open and responsible were 
not typically the source of concern and many collectives in existence strive to operate in a 
responsible manner. Armed with this information, the Board was presented with the following 
options:  

1. Ban medical marijuana collectives and cooperatives in Monterey County;
2. Continue the previous interpretation of the zoning code with cannabis cultivation being

an agricultural practice and dispensaries being similar to a pharmacy; or
3. Develop new regulations specific to the medical marijuana industry.

Having chosen to explore option 3, the question of where and how to permit medical marijuana 
activities was next on the agenda. RMA staff reviewed uses allowed within each zoning district 
to identify uses similar to those in the medical marijuana industry, created an interactive map of 
the County showing zoning designations, greenhouse locations, and schools. A decision tree was 
created for cultivation, manufacturing, and dispensing. An example of the decision tree is 
provided below for reference. 



 



 
 
Issues such as security, enforcement, incompatible land uses, conversion of crop lands from food 
products to cannabis, odor, aesthetics, and the fact that Monterey County could be an appealing 
place for cultivation with limited demand for dispensing because of our land, climate, and 
population were all discussed. Greenhouses seemed to be a sensible location for cannabis 
cultivation given the decline of the cut flower industry, the current stock of greenhouse space in 
the County, the ability to secure a grow within a building or structure, and the simplicity of 
enforcement. Manufacturing was viewed as primarily an industrial or commercial process, 
including extracting oils from the plant and/or infusing the marijuana into prepared foods and 
products. Dispensaries remained a commercial use similar to a pharmacy. Medical cannabis 
businesses were primarily considered commercial, industrial, and agricultural uses and not 
appropriate for residential or conservation zoning districts.  
 
Options for permitting marijuana businesses within the specified zoning districts were 
considered.  Because the medical marijuana use is tied to zoning, land use permits were thought 
to be appropriate. There was a desire to provide for case by case analysis of each application and 
maintain discretion over where and how a permit may be approved for a medical marijuana use, 
as opposed to allowing the operations by right. Generally, Use Permits are one time permits that 
run with the land. Limited term Use Permits would significantly increase workload and cause 
ongoing and complicated permitting activities. Therefore, an annual permit that was tied to 
regular inspections was desired in addition to the Use Permit process. Finally, in order to ensure 
that all local and State permits/licenses are secured and maintained annually, a new business 
license requirement for cannabis businesses was decided on.  
 
Three ordinances were drafted incorporating permit requirements in the zoning code (Title 21 – 
inland zoning ordinance) (see Exhibit C), establishing an annual business permit requirement for 
medical marijuana operations (see Exhibit D), and creating a new business license registration 
for medical marijuana business in Monterey County (see Exhibit E). These ordinances were 
reviewed by County staff and the ad hoc committee before they were released for public review. 
The drafts were provided the Board on February 9, 2016 with a report on the status of regulation 
development.   
 
Summary of Draft Ordinances 
The new state law on medical marijuana regulations provides for new state license types relating 
to distinct processes and medical marijuana supply chain. Those license types include: 
 

1. Cultivation 
2. Manufacturing 
3. Transportation 
4. Distribution 
5. Testing; and 
6. Dispensing 

 
Some of these licenses types have subcategories that reflect the size or variations in the nature of 
the operations. Most notably, there are 10 subtypes of cultivation licenses; three sizes of 



cultivation, each of which have three categories based on lighting conditions (outdoor, indoor, or 
mixed-light) for a total of 9 subtypes. Adding nurseries makes a total of 10 cultivation types. The 
draft ordinances reflect the licenses types established in State law. 
 
Personal cultivation of medical marijuana for qualified patients or caregivers (cultivation for 
personal consumption and not for sale or distribution) up to 100 square feet, would not require a 
State license or County permit under the current draft ordinance. State law allows a caregiver to 
cultivate 100 square feet per qualified patient, up to a maximum of 500 square feet for five 
qualified patients without a state license. The County’s draft regulations would only allow 
personal cultivation of 100 square feet without a County permit. The intent of this limit is to 
avoid a proliferation of 500 square foot grows to get around the Use Permit requirements in the 
County. Personal cultivation is not considered a “commercial cannabis activity”, however, the 
draft ordinance provides basic ministerial requirements for personal cultivation. 
 
Zoning Amendments – The draft ordinance amending the zoning code would add new 
definitions; add “commercial cannabis activity” as a “Use allowed subject to a Use Permit in 
each case” in certain zoning districts; and create a new chapter within the zoning code providing 
regulations specific to each cannabis business type. Limits on the number of Use Permits that the 
County can approve are provided for each license type within the new chapter. Those limits are: 
 

• 100 Cultivation Permits 
• 15 Manufacturing Permits 
• 5 Transportation/Distribution Permits 
• 2 Testing Facility Permits; and 
• 15 Dispensary Permits 

 
Within the Draft ordinance, there are limits on the locations and type of operations that can be 
permitted. The following is a summary of those limits by license type: 
 

• Cultivation: Commercial cannabis cultivation and nurseries would be permitted in the 
Farmland (F) zoning district, if contained within a greenhouse or industrial building legally 
established prior to January 1, 2016, or within an industrial building located in the Light 
Industrial (LI), Heavy Industrial (HI), or Agricultural Industrial (AI) zoning districts. No 
outdoor cultivation would be permitted under the draft ordinance. 

• Manufacturing: Manufacturing of cannabis would only be permitted within the Heavy 
Commercial (HC), Light Industrial (LI), Heavy Industrial (HI), and Agricultural 
Industrial (AI) zoning districts. Manufacturing involving volatile process or chemicals 
would only be permitted in the Heavy Industrial (HI) zoning district. 

• Transportation/Distribution: Distribution/Transportation facilities would only be 
permitted in the Heavy Commercial (HC), Light Industrial (LI), Heavy Industrial (HI), 
and Agricultural Industrial (AI) zoning districts. 

• Testing Facilities: Testing facilities would only be permitted in the Heavy Commercial 
(HC), Light Industrial (LI), Heavy Industrial (HI), and Agricultural Industrial (AI) zoning 
districts. 



• Dispensaries: Dispensaries would only be permitted in the Light Commercial (LC) or 
Heavy Commercial (HC) zoning districts similar to the way a pharmacy is permitted 
under the current zoning regulations. 

 
For the Coastal zone, the same zoning limitations would be applied by drawing a parallel to 
comparable zoning districts in the inland areas. The following zoning district comparisons are 
have been made: 
 
 
 
 
Inland: Coastal:  
Farmland (F)      Coastal Agricultural Preserve (CAP) 
Light Commercial (LC)    Coastal General Commercial (CGC); or 
       Moss Landing Commercial (MLC) 
Heavy Commercial (HC)    None 
Light Industrial (LI)     Same 
Heavy Industrial     Same 
Agricultural Industrial     Same 
 
Under this regulatory concept, everyone would start from scratch. The limited permits would be 
issued on a first come, first served basis and those without permits would be amortized out. The 
Use Permit process would be a onetime permit and would be the first step in the regulatory 
concept.  
 
Business Permit - A draft ordinance amending Title 7 of the Monterey County code has been 
drafted with a focus on on-going operational requirements and inspections for medical cannabis 
activities. The Business permit would be a ministerial permit requiring annual renewal. The 
business permit contains regulations relating to regular health and safety inspections. It would 
provide for the opportunity to ensure ongoing compliance with food safety requirements, 
security requirements, and audits of financial information to ensure that fees or taxes are paid 
and products are being distribution only to permitted and licensed facilities. The annual permit 
renewal and ministerial nature of this permit provides more expeditious path for enforcement 
activities for operations that are not compliant with local and State regulations.  
 
Business License Registration – Most cities in California have a business license requirement 
to operate within their jurisdictions. Some Counties within the state have also adopted business 
license requirements. The County has not had a business license requirement in the past. This 
ordinance would create a business license requirement applicable only to commercial cannabis 
activities within the unincorporated areas of the County. This draft ordinance would require all 
collectives or cooperatives to register their business annually. The business registration 
requirement would be the official list of permitted commercial cannabis operations in the County 
aiding in enforcement issues. It would also include an annual verification of permit status 
including renewal of the Business Permit described above, as well as any future licensing 
requirements form the State. This ordinance has been drafted so that other types of business can 
be added by ordinance in the future at the will of the Board. 



 
Outreach efforts 
Following release of the draft ordinances on February 9, 2016, RMA staff has held three public 
meetings to review and discuss the draft ordinances. Meetings were held on: 
 

• February 16, 2016 in Salinas; 
• March 7, 2016 in Bradley; and 
• March 17, 2016 in Salinas. 

 
The majority of attendees at these meetings support permitting medical marijuana businesses in 
Monterey County. Most of comments have suggested that the draft ordinances are too restrictive. 
Some were in support of the ordinance and the pilot program concept. For the sake of discussion, 
staff has attempted to categorize public comments in four categories. Those categories include: 
 

• Comments from the public regarding existing medical marijuana operations in Monterey 
County that desire a path to compliance; 

• Comments from the public on the draft ordinance seeking fundamental changes to the 
draft ordinance for permitting new medical marijuana operations;  

• Comments from the public on the draft ordinance that would improve on or clarify the 
draft ordinances without requiring a fundamental change; and 

• Comments from the public in support of the draft ordinance limitations and expressing 
concerns regarding impacts of medical marijuana operations on surrounding 
neighborhoods and the environment. 

 
Some of the issued raised in the public meetings overlap these four categories. For instance, if 
specific path to compliance for existing operators is not created within the ordinance, and the 
drafts remain substantially the same, the permit limits in the draft ordinance become more of an 
issue given the testimony that indicates there are more cannabis operations existing within the 
County currently than could be permitted under the pilot program. In this case, a competitive 
review process for the limited permits with a local preference policy has been suggested. Also 
not within these categories, a desire to increase the personal grow limits that can be done without 
permits from 100 square feet to 500 square feet, consistent with the State law has been 
suggested. Another issued raised is that the County’s draft ordinances do not provide variety for 
appellations or branding similar to that in the wine industry. The new State law recognizes and 
provides for appellations. 
 
Existing Operations: Many of the attendees of the public meetings have indicated that there are 
collective and cooperative cultivation, manufacturing, testing, and dispensing in Monterey 
County right now without incident. Estimates by the public indicate that there up to 250 existing 
operations; more than could be permitted in the draft ordinance. Many of these operators have 
been here for years and are part of our local community. Comments were provided that these 
existing operations tend to be small in scale (specialty or boutique size) with a focus on quality 
rather than quantity. The draft ordinances would make many of these operations non-compliant 
because of their location within zoning districts that have not been included in the draft 
ordinance (Permanent Grazing, Rural Grazing, Rural Density Residential, and Resource 
Conservation), or because they are growing outdoors and could not build a new greenhouse 



given constraints in the draft ordinance, which require location within a greenhouses that existed 
prior to January 1, 2016. There is a strong desire to provide a path to compliance for existing, 
local, marijuana operations that have not been a nuisance in the community.  
 
At this time, the number and location of such operations is unknown. The standing of operations 
within a neighborhood and the legality of those operations are unknown. Retroactively proving 
that a collective or cooperative was operating in compliance with applicable laws prior to July 7, 
2015 can be problematic. Denial criteria for operations causing a nuisance can also be 
problematic. On the other hand, not approving some of these operations could lead to difficult 
enforcement issues for the County.  A summary of specific issues unique to existing operations 
include raised in the public meetings include: 
 

• Permit limits are not enough to accommodate existing operations. If permit limits remain, 
a local preference policy should be considered; 

• Allow outdoor grows or allow construction of new greenhouses or hoop houses as a path 
to compliance (outdoor grows have fewer greenhouse gas emissions and less need for 
pesticides. In addition, plants grown outdoors are often used in the manufacturing 
process). 

• Expand the uses allowed in the Permanent Grazing, Rural Grazing, Resource 
Conservation, and Rural Density Residential zoning districts. Zoning District in the draft 
ordinance will force many small, local operations to remain underground or go out of 
business. 

• Allow manufacturing with cultivation and recognize existing manufacturing operations in 
the same zoning districts. 

Many good suggestions for addressing the issues and concerns of existing operators have been 
provided at the meetings including: 

• Providing a special permit for existing operations, not subject to the permit limits (a 
grandfathering program),  

• Increasing or eliminating permit limits and reviewing each application case-by-case. 
• Probationary periods; or 
• Allowing limited permits within a region or appellation 
• Allow outdoor grows and expand zoning districts 

 
At the will of the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors, staff could explore these 
options further although this will affect the timeline for completion of new regulations. 
 
New Operations (Fundamental changes to the draft): Staff has received numerous inquiries 
from collectives and cooperatives around the State expressing an interest in seeking permits for 
operations in Monterey County. Some have purchased or leased properties within grazing lands 
or other zoning district already. They too desire to be allowed the freedom to cultivate outdoors 
or build new greenhouses or hoop houses, to see the permit limits increased, and to expand the 
zoning districts where commercial cannabis operations may occur. These types of edits to the 
ordinance would fundamentally change the nature of the drafts as they exist. There was no 
resistance from existing operators to permit a limited number of new operations in the County.  
 



New Operations (Edits and Clarifications): Some unclear or confusing definitions and 
language have been questioned in the meetings. Staff has noted these and will be attempting to 
clarify the language within the draft. More substantive requests for clarifications within the draft 
ordinance that would not fundamentally change the nature of the ordinance include: 
 

• Increasing the ratio of manufacturing, distribution, and testing permits to accommodate a 
more realistic ratio of these uses to cultivation 

• Clarify if multiple operations will be permitted on one property. Many of the greenhouses 
existing in Monterey County have the infrastructure and space to support multiple 
cultivation and manufacturing operations; and 

• Consider a competitive review criteria rather than a first come, first served approach. 
 
Concerned about impacts: A few residents have reached out and expressed support for a pilot 
program with limited permitting and no outdoor cultivation.  Some of these residents have also 
expressed fear of retaliation for attending meetings and speaking out against nearby cannabis 
operations.  They have concerns for the impacts of neighboring operations on rural residences, 
particularly with young children, and concerns for safety and security. 
 
Staff hopes that this summary provides for better discussion at the hearing. Attempting to 
summarize comments from all three meetings is a difficult task. Additional testimony during the 
hearing is expected to clarify and add to this summary as needed. Feedback on the draft 
ordinances from the Planning Commission is welcome and all issues raised at the public 
meetings will be considered moving forward. This Planning Commission workshop represents 
the culmination of public outreach efforts on this item. 
 
Next Steps 
Staff will present the Board ad hoc committee with feedback from the public and the Planning 
Commission, and will make any necessary or desired adjustments to the draft ordinances. Once 
adjustments are made to the ordinances, an environmental document will be prepared and 
circulated for public review. Following completion of the environmental document review 
period, staff will return to the Planning Commission for an official recommendation to the Board 
on the draft ordinances. Consideration of draft ordinances by the Board is targeted for June of 
this year. The June target is very aggressive and leaves very little flexibility in the schedule. 
During this same time period, more work is needed for budgetary considerations including 
identifying County costs for additional staffing needs, new equipment and programs, training 
expenses, projected enforcement costs, and other foreseeable expenses. More detail on projected 
revenues from permit fees, and the potential for a tax ballot measure will also be considered.  
 
Recommendation 
Staff welcomes feedback on the draft ordinances at this time. Suggestions and issues raised 
during all public meetings and at this workshop will be considered prior to advancing the 
environmental document and the ordinances.  
 



















 

DRAFT 
 

 

ORDINANCE NO. _______ 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF MONTEREY, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

AMENDING TITLE 21 (INLAND ZONING ORDINANCE) OF THE MONTEREY 

COUNTY CODE ESTABLISHING MEDICAL CANNABIS ACTIVITIES AS A USE 

ALLOWED SUBJECT TO A USE PERMIT IN SPECIFIED ZONES AND 

ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF SUCH USES TO 

PROTECT THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY. 

 

County Counsel Summary 

 

This ordinance amends the Monterey County Zoning Ordinance (Title 21 of 

the Monterey County Code) to….    

 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey ordains as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1. Section 21.06.152 is added to the Monterey County Code to read as 

follows: 

 

 21.06.152 - CANNABIS  

 

 “Cannabis” means all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa Linnaeus., Cannabis indica, or 

Cannabis ruderalis, whether growing or not; the seeds thereof, the resin, whether curd or 

purified, extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, 

mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin.  “Cannabis” also means the separated 

resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from marijuana.  “Cannabis” also means marijuana as 

defined by Section 11018 of the Health and Safety Code as enacted by Chapter 1407 of the 

Statutes of 1972. 

 

 SECTION 2. Section 21.06.192 is added to the Monterey County Code to read as 

follows: 

 

 21.06.192 – COMMERCIAL CANNABIS ACTIVITY 

 

 “Commercial cannabis activity” means the cultivation, possession, manufacture, 

processing, storing, laboratory testing, labeling, transporting, distribution, or sale of medical 

cannabis or a medical cannabis product.  “Commercial cannabis activity” does not include a 

qualified patient, as defined in Section 11362.7 of the Health and Safety Code, who cultivates 

100 square feet or less, possesses, stores, manufactures, or transports cannabis exclusively for his 

or her personal medical use but who does not provide, donate, sell, or distribute cannabis to any 

other person.  “Commercial cannabis activity” also does not include a primary caregiver who 

cultivates 100 square feet or less, possesses, stores, manufactures, transports, donates, or 
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provides cannabis exclusively for the personal medical purposes of no more than five specified 

qualified patients for whom he or she is the primary caregiver within the meaning of Section 

11362.7 of the Health and Safety Code, but who does not receive remuneration for these 

activities except for compensation in full compliance with subdivision (c) of Section 11362.765 

of the Health and Safety Code. 

 

 

Light Commercial 
 

 SECTION 3. Subsection A of Section 21.18.040 of the Monterey County Code is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

A. Change of commercial uses within a structure provided the new use will not 

change the nature or intensity of the use of the structure, however, in all cases, new Commercial 

cannabis activities shall require a Use Permit and/or updated General Development Plan in each 

case; 

 

SECTION 4. Subsection HH is added to Section 21.18.060 to read as follows: 

 

 HH. Cannabis dispensary pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 

Heavy Commercial 
 

 SECTION 5. Subsection A of Section 21.20.040 of the Monterey County Code is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

 A.  Change of commercial uses within a structure provided the new use will not 

change the nature or intensity of the use of the structure, however, in all cases, new Commercial 

cannabis activities shall require a Use Permit and/or updated General Development Plan in each 

case;  

 

 SECTION 6. Subsections OO, PP, QQ, and RR are added to Section 21.20.060 of the 

Monterey County Code to read as follows: 

 

 OO. Cannabis dispensary pursuant to Chapter 21.67. 

 PP. Non-volatile cannabis manufacturing pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 QQ. Cannabis transportation and distribution facilities pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 RR. Cannabis testing facilities pursuant to Chapter 21.67. 

 

Agricultural Industrial 
 

 SECTION 7. Subsection A of Section 21.24.040 of the Monterey County Code is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

A. Change of agricultural industrial uses within a structure provided the new use will 

not change the nature or intensity of the use of the structure, however, in all cases, new 
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Commercial cannabis activities shall require a Use Permit and/or updated General Development 

Plan in each case; 

 

 SECTION 8. Subsections EE, FF, GG, and HH are added to Section 21.24.070 of the 

Monterey County Code to read as follows: 

 

 EE. Indoor or mixed light cultivation pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 FF. Non-volatile cannabis manufacturing pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 GG. Cannabis transportation and distribution facilities pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 HH. Cannabis testing facilities pursuant to Chapter 21.67. 

 

Light Industrial 
 

 SECTION 9. Subsection A of Section 21.26.040 of the Monterey County Code is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

A. Change of light industrial uses within a structure provided the new use will not 

change the nature or intensity of the use of the structure, however, in all cases, new Commercial 

cannabis activities shall require a Use Permit and/or updated General Development Plan in each 

case; 

 

SECTION 10 Subsections II, JJ, KK, LL, and MM are added to Section 21.26.060 of the 

Monterey County Code to read as follows: 

 

 II. Indoor or mixed-light cultivation pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 JJ. Non-volatile cannabis manufacturing pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 KK. Cannabis transportation and distribution facilities pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 LL. Cannabis testing facilities pursuant to Chapter 21.67. 

 

Heavy Industrial 
 

 SECTION 11. Subsection A of Section 21.28.040 of the Monterey County code is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

A. Change of heavy industrial uses within a structure provided the new use will not 

change the nature or intensity of the use of the structure, however, in all cases, new Commercial 

cannabis activities shall require a Use Permit and/or updated General Development Plan in each 

case; 

 

 SECTION 12. Subsections KK, LL, MM, NN, and OO are added to Section 21.28.060 of 

the Monterey County Code to read as follows: 

 

 KK. Indoor or mixed-light cultivation pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 LL. Non-volatile cannabis manufacturing pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 MM. Volatile cannabis manufacturing pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 NN. Cannabis transportation and distribution facilities pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 
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 OO. Cannabis testing facilities pursuant to Chapter 21.67. 

 

Farmland 
 

 SECTION 13. Subsections JJ and KK are added to Section 21.30.050 of the Monterey 

County Code to read as follows: 

 

 JJ. Mixed-light cultivation pursuant to Chapter 21.67; 

 KK. Nursery pursuant to Chapter 21.67. 

 
 

SECTION 14. Chapter 21.67 is added to the Monterey County Code to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 21.67 

COMMERCIAL CANNABIS ACTIVITIES 

 

Sections: 

21.67.010 – Definitions 

21.67.020 – Application Requirements 

21.67.030 – Cannabis Dispensaries 

21.67.040 – Noncommercial Cannabis Cultivation 

21.67.050 – Commercial Cannabis Cultivation 

21.67.060 – Cannabis Manufacturing 

21.67.070 – Cannabis Testing Facilities 

21.67.080 – Cannabis Transport and Distribution  

21.67.090 – Enforcement  

 

21.67.010 Definitions 

For the purpose of this Chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, certain terms used 

in this Chapter are defined as follows: 

A. “Bureau” means the Bureau of Medical Marijuana Regulation within the 

Department of Consumer Affairs. 

B. “Cannabinoid” or “phytocannabinoid” means a chemical compound that is unique 

to and derived from cannabis. 

C. “Cannabis concentrate” means manufactured cannabis that has undergone a 

process to concentrate the cannabinoid active ingredient, thereby increasing the product’s 

potency.  

D. “Certificate of accreditation” means a certificate issued by an accrediting body to 

a licensed testing laboratory, entity, or site to be registered in the state. 

E. “Commercial cannabis activity” or “Commercial cannabis business” means the 

cultivation, possession, manufacture, processing, storing, laboratory testing, labeling, 
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transporting, distribution, or sale of medical cannabis or a medical cannabis product.  

“Commercial cannabis activity” does not include a qualified patient, as defined in Section 

11362.7 of the Health and Safety Code, who cultivates 100 square feet or less, possesses, stores, 

manufactures, or transports cannabis exclusively for his or her personal medical use but who 

does not provide, donate, sell, or distribute cannabis to any other person.  “Commercial cannabis 

activity” also does not include a primary caregiver who cultivates 100 square feet or less, 

possesses, stores, manufactures, transports, donates, or provides cannabis exclusively for the 

personal medical purposes of no more than five specified qualified patients for whom he or she is 

the primary caregiver within the meaning of Section 11362.7 of the Health and Safety Code, but 

who does not receive remuneration for these activities except for compensation in full 

compliance with subdivision (c) of Section 11362.765 of the Health and Safety Code. 

F. “Cultivation” means any activity involving the planting, growing, harvesting, 

drying, curing, grading, or trimming of cannabis. Within the definition of Cultivation, the 

following specific License Types apply: 

1. Type 1 or “specialty outdoor” means outdoor cultivation using no artificial 

lighting and having no more the fifty (50) mature plants or five thousand (5,000) square 

feet of total canopy size whichever is less; 

2. Type 1A or “specialty indoor” means cultivation using exclusively 

artificial lighting, is entirely contained within a structure, and having no more than five 

thousand (5,000) square feet of total canopy size; 

3. Type 1B or “specialty mixed-light” means cultivation using a combination 

of natural and supplemental artificial lighting and having no more than five thousand 

(5,000) square feet of total canopy size; 

4. Type 2 or “small outdoor” means outdoor cultivation using no artificial 

lighting and having a total canopy size between five thousand one (5,001) and ten 

thousand (10,000) square feet; 

5. Type 2A or “small indoor” means indoor cultivation exclusively using 

artificial lighting and having a total canopy size between five thousand one (5,001) and 

ten thousand (10,000) square feet; 

6. Type 2B or “small mixed-light” means cultivation using a combination of 

natural and supplemental artificial lighting and having a total canopy size between five 

thousand one (5,001) and ten thousand (10,000) square feet; 

7. Type 3 or “outdoor” means outdoor cultivation using no artificial light and 

having a total canopy area between ten thousand one (10,001) and one (1) acre; 

8. Type 3A or “indoor” means indoor cultivation using exclusively artificial 

light and having a total canopy area between ten thousand one (10,001) and twenty two 

thousand (22,000) square feet; 
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9. Type 3B or “mixed-light” means cultivation using a combination of 

natural and supplemental artificial lighting and having a total canopy area of between ten 

thousand one (10,001) and twenty two thousand (22,000) square feet; 

10. Type 4 or “nursery” means cultivation of medical cannabis solely as a 

nursery. 

G. “Delivery” means the commercial transfer of medical cannabis or medical 

cannabis products from a dispensary, up to an amount allowed by the Bureau, to a primary 

caregiver or qualified patient as defined in Section 11362.7 of the Health and Safety Code, or a 

testing laboratory.  

H. “Dispensary” means a facility where medical cannabis, medical cannabis 

products, or devices for the use of medical cannabis or medical cannabis products are offered, 

either individually or in any combination, for retail sale, including an establishment that delivers 

medical cannabis and medical cannabis products as part of a retail sale. 

I. “Distribution” means the procurement, sale, and transport of medical cannabis 

and medical cannabis products between entities licensed pursuant to this chapter. 

J. “Edible cannabis product” means manufactured cannabis that is intended to be 

used, in whole or in part, for human consumption, including, but not limited to, chewing gum. 

An edible cannabis product is not considered food as defined by Section 109935 of the Health 

and Safety Code or a drug as defined by Section 109925 of the Health and Safety Code. 

K. “Identification card” has the same definition as in Section 11362.7 of the 

California Health and Safety Code, as it may be amended. 

L. “Licensing authority” means the state agency responsible for the issuance, 

renewal, or reinstatement of a license for Commercial cannabis activities, or the state agency 

authorized to take disciplinary action against the license. 

M. “Testing laboratory” means a facility, entity, or site in the state that offers or 

performs test of medical cannabis or medical cannabis products and that is both of the following: 

1. Accredited by an accrediting body that is independent from all other 

persons involved in the medical cannabis industry in the state; and 

2. Registered with the State Department of Public Health. 

N. “Manufactured cannabis” or “cannabis product” means raw cannabis that has 

undergone a process whereby the raw agricultural product has been transformed into a 

concentrate, an edible product, or a topical product. 

O. “Manufacturing site” means a location that produces, prepares, propagates, or 

compounds manufactured medical cannabis or medical cannabis products, directly or indirectly, 

by extraction methods, independently by means of chemical synthesis, or by a combination of 

extraction and chemical synthesis, and is owned and operated by a licensee for these activities.  
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P. “Nursery” means a licensee that produces only clones, immature plants, seeds, 

and other agricultural products used specifically for the planting, propagation, and cultivation of 

medical cannabis. 

Q. “Primary caregiver” has the same definition as in Section 11362.7 of the Health 

and Safety Code, as it may be amended. 

R. “Qualified Patient” has the same definition as in Section 11362.7 of the Health 

and Safety Code, as it may be amended. 

S. “State license,” “license,” or “registration” means a state license issued pursuant 

to the Medical Marijuana Regulations and Safety Act of 2015. 

T. “Transport” means the transfer of medical cannabis or medical cannabis products 

from the permitted business location of one licensee to the permitted business location of another 

licensee, for the purposes of conducting commercial cannabis activity authorized pursuant to the 

Medical Marijuana Regulations and Safety Act of 2015. 

 

21.67.020 Application Requirements 

 

All applications for a Commercial Cannabis Business shall be filed with the Resource 

Management Agency on the form and in the manner prescribed by the Director of Planning. The 

application shall contain, without limitation, the following documentation: 

A. Notarized, written authorization from the property owner(s) that a Commercial 

Cannabis Business may be operated at the site. 

B. The name and address of all persons and entities responsible for the operation of 

the Commercial Cannabis Business, including managers, corporate officers, any individual with 

an ownership interest, any member of a board of directors, any general or limited partner, and/or 

any member of a decision making body for the Commercial Cannabis Business. 

C. Site plans, floor plans, and conceptual improvement plans. 

D. An operations plan including at a minimum, the following information: 

1. On-site security measures both physical and operational and, if applicable, 

security measures for the delivery of cannabis associated with the Commercial Cannabis 

Business; 

2. Standard operating procedures manual detailing how operations will 

comply with state and local regulations; how safety and quality of products will be 

ensured; record keeping procedures for financing, testing, and adverse effect recording; 

and product recall procedures;  

3. Proposed hours of operation;  
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4. Waste disposal information; 

5. Proposed water supply; 

6. Medical recommendation verification and youth access restriction 

procedures; 

7. Product supply chain including information on where cultivation occurs, 

where the product is processed or manufactured, any required testing of cannabis or 

cannabis products, transportation, and packaging and labeling criteria; 

8. Record keeping policy; 

9. Odor prevention devices; 

10. Size, height, colors, and design of any proposed signage at the site;  

11. Parking plan; and 

12. Any other pertinent information requested by the Director of Planning. 

21.67.030 Regulations for Cannabis Dispensaries. 

 

A. Purpose: The purpose of this Section is to protect the public health, safety, and 

welfare, protect neighborhood character, and minimize potential for negative impacts on people 

and communities in the unincorporated areas of Monterey County by establishing minimum 

requirements for cannabis dispensaries. 

B. Applicability: The provisions of this Section are applicable in Light Commercial 

(LI) and Heavy Commercial (HI) zoning districts. Cannabis dispensaries shall not be allowed in 

any other zoning district. 

C. Regulations. 

1. A Use Permit shall be required for all new cannabis dispensary facilities. 

Dispensary facilities may also be approved as part of a General Development Plan 

pursuant to the requirements contained in this Title. The Planning Commission shall be 

the Appropriate Authority to approve a Use Permit or General Development plan for a 

cannabis dispensary facility. 

2. A maximum of 15 dispensaries may be permitted in the inland, 

unincorporated area of Monterey County pursuant to these regulations. The Planning 

Commission and Board of Supervisors shall consider amending this limitation within two 

(2) years of adoption of this ordinance or by the end of the 2018 calendar year, whichever 

occurs first. Dispensaries will be considered on a first come, first served basis.   
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3. Any dispensary approved pursuant to this section shall not engage in 

dispensing cannabis or in any related commercial cannabis activity, without first securing 

all required permits, licenses, or registrations required by local, state, or federal law. 

4. A dispensary approved pursuant to this section shall apply for and obtain a 

valid seller’s permit from the California State Board of Equalization. 

5. A dispensary shall obtain a Business License pursuant to Monterey 

County Code Chapter 7.02, a Commercial Cannabis Business Permit pursuant to 

Monterey County Code Chapter 7.90, and comply with all applicable provisions of the 

Monterey County Code.  

6. Any dispensaries approved pursuant to this section shall, in addition to 

those items listed above, do all of the following:  

a. Keep accurate records of all commercial cannabis activity and 

provide such records for inspection consistent with Section 19327 of the Business 

and Professions Code. 

b. Implement sufficient security measures to both deter and prevent 

unauthorized entrance into areas containing cannabis or cannabis products. 

Security measures shall include, but are not limited to, the following: 

i. Prevent individuals from loitering on the premises of the 

dispensary if they are not engaging in activity expressly related to the 

operations of the dispensary; 

ii. Establish limited access areas accessible only to authorized 

dispensary personnel;  

iii. Store all cannabis and cannabis products in a secured and 

locked safe room, safe, or vault, and in a manner as to prevent diversion, 

theft, and loss, except for limited amounts of cannabis and cannabis 

products used for display purposes, samples or immediate sale; 

iv. Install security cameras on site; and 

v. Provide for on-site security personnel meeting the 

requirements and standards contained within Chapter 7.30 of the Monterey 

County Code. On-site security shall not carry firearms or other lethal 

weapons.  

c. Provide access to the facilities in compliance with the Americans 

with Disabilities Act. 

d. Ensure that all cannabis and cannabis products at the dispensary 

are cultivated, manufactured, and transported by licensed facilities that maintain 

operations in full conformance with the state and local regulations. 
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e. Consider green building techniques and sustainable operating 

practices consistent with the Monterey County Climate Action Plan goals and 

policies. 

f. Ensure that odors are not detectable from off site. 

g. Submit to and pay for inspections of the operations and records or 

documents necessary to determine compliance with this Chapter from any 

enforcement officer of the County or their designee. 

h. Adhere to all the terms of Use Permit and other entitlements and 

licenses issued by the County or State, including adhering to any restrictions 

imposed on operating hours. 

7. It is unlawful for any person to conduct or engage in the delivery cannabis 

and cannabis products in the unincorporated portion of the County, unless such delivery 

is performed by a permitted dispensary. 

8. Cannabis dispensaries established prior to adoption of these regulations 

shall have one year from the effective date of this ordinance to obtain all required 

permits, licenses, and entitlements or to phase out their operations and terminate the 

dispensing operations. 

D. Location Limitations. 

1. Dispensaries shall be located only in zones that specifically provide for 

this use. 

2. Dispensaries shall not be located within six hundred (600) feet from any 

school, public park or playground, recreation area, or a drug recovery facility. 

3. Dispensaries shall not be located within one thousand five hundred (1,500) 

feet another dispensary. 

E. Appearance. 

1. No cannabis products or graphics depicting cannabis shall be visible from 

the exterior of the property. 

2. Signage for a dispensary shall comply with Chapter 21.60 of this Title. 

3. Comply with applicable exterior lighting and landscaping requirements. 

F. Required Findings and Conditions. 

1. In order to approve a Use Permit or General Development Plan for a 

dispensary, in addition to any other findings required, the Appropriate Authority shall 

make the following additional findings: 



 

 11

a. The dispensary as proposed, meets all of the requirements of 

Chapter 21.67 and is not located within six hundred (600) feet from any school, 

public park or playground, recreation area, or a drug recovery facility, or within 

one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet of another dispensary. 

b. The owner, operators, and employees of the dispensary have not 

been convicted of a felony or a drug related misdemeanor within the last ten (10) 

years. 

c. Approval of the dispensary will not exceed the limitations 

established in Section 21.67.040.C of the Monterey County Code. 

2. In addition to any other condition or mitigation recommended by the 

Director of Planning, the following conditions shall be added to a permit for a dispensary: 

a. The dispensary shall allow access to dispensary facilities and 

records if requested by the County, its officers, or agents and from any licensing 

authority of the State and shall pay for an annual inspection and submit to 

inspections from the County or its officers to verify compliance with all relevant 

rules, regulations, and conditions. 

b. The applicant, owner, and operator agree to submit to and pay for 

inspections of the operations and relevant records or documents necessary to 

determine compliance with this Chapter from any enforcement officer of the 

County or their designee. 

3. The dispensary shall operate only in accordance with the operating plans 

reviewed and approved by the County. 

4.  Any violation of the provisions contained in this Chapter or any violation 

of any condition of approval for a permit to operate a dispensary is considered a Public 

Nuisance and may be grounds for revocation of the permit, fines, and civil or criminal 

prosecution. 

5. The applicant for the dispensary facility and property owner shall agree to 

a condition indemnifying the County. 

 

21.65.040 Regulations for Noncommercial (Personal Use) Cannabis Cultivation. 

A. Purpose: The purpose of this Section is to protect the public health, safety, and 

welfare, protect neighborhood character, and minimize potential for negative impacts on people 

and communities in the unincorporated areas of Monterey County by establishing minimum 

requirements for cultivation of cannabis by a qualified patient or primary caregiver for personal 

use (“noncommercial”). 
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B. Applicability: The provisions of this Section are applicable in all zoning districts. 

This Section applies to a qualified patient cultivating cannabis if the area he or she uses to 

cultivate cannabis does not exceed one hundred (100) square feet and he or she cultivates 

cannabis for his or her personal medical use and does not sell, distribute, donate, or provide 

cannabis to any other person or entity. This section applies to a primary caregiver cultivating 

cannabis if the area he or she uses to cultivate cannabis does not exceed one hundred (100) 

square feet in any case, and he or she cultivates cannabis for the personal medical use of no more 

than five specified qualified patients for whom he or she is the primary caregiver. Cultivation of 

cannabis exceeding one hundred (100) square feet shall be subject to the regulations contained in 

Section 21.65.050 of this Code. 

C. Regulations. 

1. The cultivation of up to one hundred (100) square feet of cannabis for 

personal use by a qualified patient is allowed in all zoning districts subject to the 

following restrictions: 

a. In no case shall cannabis be visible from a public or private road, 

sidewalk, park, or any common public viewing area. 

b. Cultivation of cannabis in an area over 100 square feet shall be 

subject to the regulations contained in Section 21.65.050 of this Code. 

c. Unless enclosed within an accessory structure onsite, all personal 

cannabis cultivation activities shall be contained within a locked fence area and 

shall maintain the following minimum setbacks from property lines: 

i. Front: fifty (50) feet or behind the main structure 

ii. Side: thirty (30) feet 

iii. Rear: thirty (30) feet 

d. Pesticides and fertilizers shall be properly labeled and stored to 

avoid contamination through erosion, leakage, or inadvertent damage from 

rodents, pests, or wildlife. 

e. In no case shall any hazardous, flammable, or explosive substances 

be used to process or manufacture cannabis products on site. 

f. If the premises on which the cultivation occurs is rented or leased, 

written permission that authorizes the tenant or lessee to cultivate cannabis at the 

site, containing the property owner(s) notarized signature shall be provided. 

2. Cultivation of cannabis not in compliance with the terms of this Section 

are subject to seizure and destruction of cannabis plants and related equipment by an 

enforcing officer and may be responsible for paying fines or penalties associated with the 

such enforcement activities. 
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21.65.050 – Commercial (Medical) Cannabis Cultivation. 

A. Purpose: The purpose of this Section is to protect the public health, safety, and 

welfare, protect neighborhood character, and minimize potential for negative impacts on people 

and communities in the unincorporated areas of Monterey County by establishing minimum 

requirements for the commercial cultivation of cannabis. 

B. Applicability:  Indoor and mixed light commercial cannabis cultivation may be 

permitted with a Use Permit in each case as described in the table below, and as may be further 

restricted by this Section. Outdoor commercial cannabis cultivation is prohibited in the 

unincorporated areas of Monterey County.  

 

 Type 

1 

Type 

1A 

Type 

1B 

Type 

2 

Type 

2A 

Type 

2B 

Type 

3 

Type 

3A 

Type 

3B 

Type 

4 

LI 
 

UP UP        

HI  UP
 

UP  UP UP  UP
 

UP
 

UP 

AI 
 

UP
 

UP
  

UP
 

UP
  

UP
 

UP
 

UP 

F  
 

UP
1   

UP
1   

UP
1 

UP
1 

 

UP = Use Permit pursuant to Chapter 21.74 
1
 Conversion of Farmland to cannabis cultivation is not permitted. Cannabis may be cultivated 

only in existing greenhouses, warehouses, and agricultural processing facilities. 

 

 C. Regulations: 

1. It is the intent of the County to provide for the adaptive reuse of 

greenhouses in Monterey County and to restrict the proliferation of greenhouses or other 

structures on productive agricultural lands. To this end, within the Farmland (“F”) zoning 

district indoor and mixed-light commercial cannabis cultivation and nurseries (Type 1B, 

2B, 3B, and 4 state license types) may be permitted with a Use Permit in each case 

provided that the cultivation occurs only within a greenhouse or other legally permitted 

industrial building that legally existed prior to January 1, 2016. Greenhouses and 

industrial buildings may be improved after January 1, 2016 provided that the footprint of 

the existing greenhouse(s) or industrial building(s) does not change.  

2 A maximum of 100 commercial cannabis cultivation sites may be 

permitted in the unincorporated area of Monterey County pursuant to these regulations. 

The Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors shall consider amending this 

limitation within two (2) years of adoption of this ordinance or by the end of the 2018 

calendar year, whichever occurs first. Cultivation permits will be considered on a first 

come, first served basis. 
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3. Within the Light Industrial (“LI”), Heavy Industrial (“HI”), and 

Agricultural Industrial (“AI”) zoning districts, indoor commercial cannabis cultivation 

may be permitted subject to a Use Permit in each case and subject to the requirements of 

this Section.  

4. Prior to establishing any new commercial cannabis cultivation activities 

all required permits, licenses, and entitlements shall be secured. 

5. Commercial cannabis cultivation established prior to adoption of these 

regulations shall have one year from the effective date of this ordinance to obtain all 

required permits, licenses, and entitlements for such cultivation or to phase out their 

operations and restore the site to its pre-cultivation state.  

6. All commercial cannabis cultivation shall comply with General Plan 

policies regarding long-term water supply. In no case shall a small water system or 

diversion of surface water be considered an adequate water supply unless all parties 

having interest in a small water system have provided written permission for use of the 

water from the system for the commercial cannabis cultivation activities. In the case of a 

large water system, the applicant shall provide written permission from the water 

provider or system operator. In all cases, water conservation measures, water capture 

systems, and greywater use shall be considered in order to minimize use of groundwater. 

7. Commercial cannabis cultivation shall not be located within six hundred 

(600) feet from any school, public park or playground, recreation area, or a drug recovery 

facility. 

8. Security measures sufficient to restrict access to only those intended and 

to deter trespass and theft of cannabis or cannabis products shall be provided for all 

commercial cannabis activities. 

9. Pesticides and fertilizers shall be properly labeled and stored to avoid 

contamination through erosion, leakage, or inadvertent damage from rodents, pests, or 

wildlife. 

10. In no case shall any hazardous, flammable, or explosive substances be 

used to process or manufacture cannabis products on site. 

11. If the premises on which the cultivation occurs is rented or leased, written 

permission that authorizes the tenant or lessee to cultivate cannabis at the site, containing 

the property owner(s) notarized signature shall be provided. 

12. Submit to and pay for an inspections of the operations and records or 

documents necessary to determine compliance with this Chapter from any enforcement 

officer of the County or their designee. 

13. Adhere to all the terms of Use Permit and other entitlements and licenses 

issued by the County or State. 
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14. Green building techniques, renewable energy generation, proper waste 

disposal protocol, and water conservation methods shall be considered as part of any new 

commercial cannabis cultivation activity. 

15. In no case shall a building intended for residential use be used for 

commercial cannabis cultivation. 

16. Indoor cultivation activities shall not be visible from offsite. No visual 

markers indicating that cannabis is cultivated on the site shall be visible from offsite. 

 D. Commercial outdoor cultivation: All commercial outdoor cultivation of cannabis 

is prohibited. 

E. Location Limitations. 

1. Commercial cannabis cultivation shall be located only in zones that 

specifically provide for this use. 

2. Commercial cannabis cultivation shall not be located within six hundred 

(600) feet from any school, public park or playground, recreation area, or a drug recovery 

facility. 

F. Appearance. 

1. No cannabis products or graphics depicting cannabis shall be visible from 

the exterior of the property. 

2. Signage shall comply with Chapter 21.60 of this Title. 

3. Comply with applicable exterior lighting and landscaping requirements. 

 

G. Required Findings and Conditions. 

1. In order to approve a Use Permit or General Development Plan for 

commercial cannabis cultivation, in addition to any other findings required, the 

Appropriate Authority shall make the following additional findings: 

a. The cultivation as proposed, meets all of the requirements of 

Chapter 21.67 and is not located within six hundred (600) feet from any school, 

public park or playground, recreation area, or a drug recovery facility. 

b. The owner, operators, and employees have not been convicted of a 

felony or a drug related misdemeanor within the last ten (10) years. 

c. Approval of the Use Permit for cultivation will not exceed the 

limitations established in Section 21.67.050.C of the Monterey County Code. 
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2. In addition to any other condition or mitigation recommended by the 

Director of Planning, the following conditions shall be added to a permit for commercial 

cannabis cultivation: 

a. The cultivator shall allow access to cultivation site and to any 

records related to the cultivation if requested by the County, its officers, or agents 

and from any licensing authority of the State.   

b. The cultivator shall pay for an annual inspection and submit to 

inspections from the County or its officers to verify compliance with all relevant 

rules, regulations, and conditions. 

3. The cultivation shall occur only in accordance with the operating plans 

reviewed and approved by the County. 

4.  Any violation of the provisions contained in this Chapter or any violation 

of any condition of approval for a permit to cultivate cannabis is considered a public 

nuisance and may be grounds for revocation of the permit, fines, and civil or criminal 

prosecution. 

5. The applicant for the cultivation facility and property owner shall agree to 

a condition indemnifying the County. 

 

21.65.060 – Cannabis Manufacturing 

A. Purpose: The purpose of this Section is to protect the public health, safety, and 

welfare, protect neighborhood character, and minimize potential for negative impacts on people 

and communities in the unincorporated areas of Monterey County by establishing minimum 

requirements for the commercial cannabis manufacturing. 

B. Applicability: Non-volatile cannabis manufacturing facilities (requiring a Type 6 

state license) may be permitted subject to a Use Permit in each case and subject to the 

regulations contained in this Section within the Heavy Commercial (“HC”), Light Industrial 

(“LI”), Heavy Industrial (“HI”), and Agricultural Industrial (“AI”) zoning districts. Cannabis 

manufacturing facilities involving volatile processes or substances (requiring a Type 7 state 

license) shall only be permitted with a Use Permit in the Heavy Industrial (“HI”) zoning district. 

The Director of Environmental Health is the appropriate authority to determine if manufacturing 

operations are “volatile.”  The Planning Commission is the Appropriate Authority to approve a 

Use Permit for any type of cannabis manufacturing.  

C. Regulations:  

1.  In reviewing an application for a Use Permit to operate a cannabis 

manufacturing facility, the Director of Planning or his or her designee may request any 

information deemed necessary to carry out the purposes of this Chapter. In addition to 
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information required pursuant to Section 21.67.020 of this Chapter, the following 

additional information may be requested: 

 a. Information on products used in the manufacturing process 

including the cannabis supply chain, liquids, solvents, agents, and processes. 

Cannabis shall be obtained from a licensed cultivator or licensed distributor 

operating in compliance with all local and State laws; 

 b. Storage protocol and hazard response plan; 

 c. Quality control measures; and 

  d. Any other information requested by the Director of Planning. 

2. A maximum of 15 commercial cannabis manufacturing facilities may be 

permitted in the unincorporated area of Monterey County pursuant to these regulations. 

The Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors shall consider amending this 

limitation within two (2) years of adoption of this ordinance or by the end of the 2018 

calendar year, whichever occurs first.  Cultivation permits will be considered on a first 

come, first served basis. 

3. The permittee, owner, and operator shall agree to, and pay for, inspections 

of the manufacturing operations and all relevant records or documents necessary to 

determine compliance with this Chapter upon request from any enforcement officer of the 

County or their designee. 

4. Manufacturing operations must adhere to all the terms of Use Permit and 

other entitlements and licenses issued by the County or State. 

D. Location Limitations. 

1. Cannabis manufacturing facilities shall be located only in zones that 

specifically provide for this use. 

2. Cannabis manufacturing facilities shall not be located within six hundred 

(600) feet from any school, public park or playground, recreation area, or a drug recovery 

facility. 

E. Appearance. 

1. No cannabis products or graphics depicting cannabis shall be visible from 

the exterior of the property. 

2. Signage shall comply with Chapter 21.60 of this Title. 

3. Comply with applicable exterior lighting and landscaping requirements. 

F. Required Findings and Conditions. 
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1. In order to approve a Use Permit or General Development Plan for 

cannabis manufacturing, in addition to any other findings required, the Appropriate 

Authority shall make the following findings: 

a. The manufacturing operation, as proposed, meets all of the 

requirements of Chapter 21.67 and is not located within six hundred (600) feet 

from any school, public park or playground, recreation area, or a drug recovery 

facility. 

b. The owner, operators, and employees have not been convicted of a 

felony or a drug related misdemeanor within the last ten (10) years. 

c. Approval of the Use Permit for a manufacturing facility will not 

exceed the limitations established in Section 21.67.050.C of the Monterey County 

Code. 

2. In addition to any other condition or mitigation recommended by the 

Director of Planning, the following conditions shall be added to a permit for cannabis 

manufacturing: 

a. The manufacturer shall allow access to its site and records if 

requested by the County, its officers, or agents and from any licensing authority 

of the State.   

b. The manufacturer shall pay for inspections and submit to 

inspections from the County or its officers to verify compliance with all relevant 

rules, regulations, and conditions. 

3. The manufacturer shall comply with the operating plans reviewed and 

approved by the County. 

4.  Any violation of the provisions contained in this Chapter or any violation 

of any condition of approval for a permit to manufacture cannabis is considered a public 

nuisance and may be grounds for revocation of the permit, fines, and civil or criminal 

prosecution. 

5. The applicant for the manufacturing facility and property owner shall 

agree to a condition indemnifying the County. 

 

21.65.070 – Cannabis Testing Facilities 

A. Purpose: The purpose of this Section is to protect the public health, safety, and 

welfare, protect neighborhood character, and minimize potential for negative impacts on people 

and communities in the unincorporated areas of Monterey County by establishing minimum 

requirements for the commercial cannabis testing facilities. 
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B. Applicability: Cannabis testing facilities (requiring a Type 8 State license) may be 

permitted in the Heavy Commercial (“HC”), Light Industrial (“LI”), Heavy Industrial (“HI), and 

Agricultural Industrial (“AI”) zoning districts subject to a Use Permit in each case. The Planning 

Commission is the Appropriate Authority to approve Use Permits pursuant to this Section. 

C. Regulations:  

 1. In reviewing an application for a Use Permit to operate a cannabis testing 

facility, the Director of Planning or his or her designee, in addition to the application 

requirements contained in Section 21.67.020, may request any information deemed 

necessary to carry out the purposes of this Chapter including but not limited to the 

following:  

  a. An operations plan detailing how cannabis will be received, 

secured, tested, and destroyed upon completion;   

  b. Certificate of accreditation from an approved accrediting body; 

  c. Proposed procedures for record keeping including chain of custody 

control and certificate issuance; and 

  d. Any other information requested by the Director of Planning. 

2. A maximum of 2 commercial cannabis testing facilities may be permitted 

in the unincorporated area of Monterey County pursuant to these regulations. The 

Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors shall consider amending this limitation 

within two (2) years of adoption of this ordinance or by the end of the 2018 calendar 

year, whichever occurs first.  Cultivation permits will be considered on a first come, first 

served basis. 

 

3. The permittee, owner, and operator shall agree to, and pay for, inspections 

of the testing facility operations and all relevant records or documents necessary to 

determine compliance with this Chapter upon request from any enforcement officer of the 

County or their designee. 

 

4. Testing facilities shall adhere to all the terms of Use Permit and other 

entitlements and licenses issued by the County or State. 

 

D. Location Limitations. 

1. Cannabis testing facilities shall be located only in zones that specifically 

provide for this use. 

2. Cannabis testing facilities shall not be located within six hundred (600) 

feet from any school, public park or playground, recreation area, or a drug recovery 

facility. 

E. Appearance. 
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1. No cannabis products or graphics depicting cannabis shall be visible from 

the exterior of the property. 

2. Signage shall comply with Chapter 21.60 of this Title. 

3. Comply with applicable exterior lighting and landscaping requirements. 

F. Required Findings and Conditions. 

1. In order to approve a Use Permit or General Development Plan for a 

cannabis testing facility, in addition to any other findings required, the Appropriate 

Authority shall make the following additional findings: 

a. The testing facility, as proposed, meets all of the requirements of 

Chapter 21.67 and is not located within six hundred (600) feet from any school, 

public park or playground, recreation area, or a drug recovery facility. 

b. The owner, operators, and employees have not been convicted of a 

felony or a drug related misdemeanor within the last ten (10) years. 

c. Approval of the Use Permit for a testing facility will not exceed the 

limitations established in Section 21.67.050.C of the Monterey County Code. 

2. In addition to any other condition or mitigation recommended by the 

Director of Planning, the following conditions shall be added to a permit for a cannabis 

testing facility: 

a. The testing facility shall allow access to its site and records, if 

requested by the County, its officers, or agents and from any licensing authority 

of the State.  

b. The testing facility shall pay for inspections and submit to 

inspections from the County or its officers to verify compliance with all relevant 

rules, regulations, and conditions. 

3. The testing facility shall comply with the operating plans reviewed and 

approved by the County. 

4.  Any violation of the provisions contained in this Chapter or any violation 

of any condition of approval for a permit to test cannabis is considered a public nuisance 

and may be grounds for revocation of the permit, fines, and civil or criminal prosecution. 

 5. The applicant for the testing facility and property owner shall agree to a 

condition indemnifying the County. 

 

21.65.080 – Cannabis Transportation and Distribution 
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A. Purpose: The purpose of this Section is to protect the public health, safety, and 

welfare, protect neighborhood character, and minimize potential for negative impacts on people 

and communities in the unincorporated areas of Monterey County by establishing minimum 

requirements for the commercial cannabis transportation and distribution facilities. 

 

B. Applicability: The provisions of this Section are applicable to all cannabis 

transportation and distribution facilities. Cannabis transportation and distribution facilities may 

be permitted only in zoning districts that allow Wholesale distributors. Cannabis transportation 

and distribution facilities shall be subject to a Use Permit in each case. The Planning 

Commission is the Appropriate Authority to approve a Use Permit pursuant to this Section. 

C. Regulations: 

  1. In reviewing an application for a Use Permit to operate a cannabis 

transportation and/or distribution facility, the Director of Planning or his or her designee, 

in addition to the application requirements contained in Section 21.67.020 of this 

Chapter, may request any information deemed necessary to carry out the purposes of this 

chapter including but not limited the following: 

  a. An operations plan detailing how, and from where, cannabis and 

cannabis products will be received, how any storage, distribution, and 

transportation operations will be secured to prevent theft and trespass, and to 

whom the product will be distributed; 

  b. Quality control inspections and requirements plan; 

  c. Truck parking and loading areas; 

  d. Storage and handling plans; and 

  e. Any other information requested by the Director of Planning. 

 2. A maximum of 5 commercial cannabis transportation or distribution 

facilities may be permitted in the unincorporated area of Monterey County pursuant to 

these regulations. The Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors shall consider 

amending this limitation within two (2) years of adoption of this ordinance or by the end 

of the 2018 calendar year, whichever occurs first.  Cultivation permits will be considered 

on a first come, first served basis. 

 3. The permittee, owner, and operator shall agree to, and pay for, inspections 

of the transportation and distribution facility operations as well as all relevant records or 

documents necessary to determine compliance with this Chapter upon request from any 

enforcement officer of the County or their designee. 

 4. Transportation and distribution facilities shall adhere to all the terms of 

Use Permit and other entitlements and licenses issued by the County or State. 

D. Location Limitations. 
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1. Transportation and Distribution facilities shall be located only in zones 

that specifically provide for this use. 

2. Transportation and Distribution facilities shall not be located within six 

hundred (600) feet from any school, public park or playground, recreation area, or a drug 

recovery facility. 

E. Appearance. 

1. No cannabis products or graphics depicting cannabis shall be visible from 

the exterior of the property. 

2. Signage shall comply with Chapter 21.60 of this Title. 

3. Comply with applicable exterior lighting and landscaping requirements. 

F. Required Findings and Conditions. 

1. In order to approve a Use Permit or General Development Plan for a 

cannabis transportation and/or distribution facility, in addition to any other findings 

required, the Appropriate Authority shall make the following additional findings: 

a. The facility, as proposed, meets all of the requirements of Chapter 

21.67 and is not located within six hundred (600) feet from any school, public 

park or playground, recreation area, or a drug recovery facility. 

b. The owner, operators, and employees have not been convicted of a 

felony or a drug related misdemeanor within the last ten (10) years. 

c. Approval of the Use Permit for a transportation and/or distribution 

facility will not exceed the limitations established in Section 21.67.050.C of the 

Monterey County Code. 

2. In addition to any other condition or mitigation recommended by the 

Director of Planning, the following conditions shall be added to a permit for a cannabis 

transportation and/or distribution facility: 

a. The transporter and/or distributor shall allow access to their 

facilities and records if requested by the County, its officers, or agents and from 

any licensing authority of the State.   

b. The transporter and/or distributor shall pay for inspections and 

submit to inspections from the County or its officers to verify compliance with all 

relevant rules, regulations, and conditions. 

3. The transportation and/or distribution of cannabis shall occur only in 

accordance with the operating plans reviewed and approved by the County. 
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4.  Any violation of the provisions contained in this Chapter or any violation 

of any condition of approval for a permit to transport and/or distribute cannabis is 

considered a public nuisance and may be grounds for revocation of the permit, fines, and 

civil or criminal prosecution. 

 5. The applicant for a transporter and/or distributor facility and the property 

owner shall agree to a condition indemnifying the County. 

 

21.65.090 – Enforcement  

A. Purpose: The purpose of this Section is to establish procedures and penalties that 

are sufficient to deter unpermitted and illegal cannabis activities in order to protect the public 

health, safety, welfare, neighborhood character, and minimize potential for negative impacts on 

people and the environment in the unincorporated areas of Monterey County. 

B. Applicability: This Section is applicable in all zoning districts. 

C. Regulations. 

 1. All permitted commercial cannabis activities shall post all required 

permits and licenses required to operate in a central location at the operating site.  

 2. All permitted commercial cannabis activities shall maintain clear and 

adequate records demonstrating that all cannabis or cannabis products have been obtained 

from and are provided to other permitted and licensed cannabis operations. These records 

shall be made available for inspection to any enforcement officer of the County upon 

request. 

 3. All permitted commercial cannabis activities shall operate in compliance 

with the plans approved by the County, the requirements of the State issued licenses, and 

shall pay any and all required inspection fees, permit fees, and taxes. 

 4. Violations of the terms and conditions of a commercial cannabis activity 

permit, or any of the requirements of this Chapter, or any other applicable local or state 

rules, regulations, and laws shall be unlawful and is deemed a public nuisance. Violations 

shall be grounds for revocation of the permit and/or for nonrenewal of other applicable 

permits and licenses. In addition, at the discretion of the County, a cause of action for 

injunctive relief or other applicable civil remedies shall be brought or commenced against 

the owner of the property where the violation occurred. 

 5. The Director of Planning is the Appropriate Authority to revoke a permit 

for breach of conditions or violation of the requirements of this Chapter. The decision of 

the Director of Planning to revoke a permit pursuant to this Section is appealable to the 

Planning Commission pursuant to Chapter 21.80 of this Title. 
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 6. In addition to any other fines or remedies, the County shall charge fees to 

recover all costs incurred as a result of enforcement of this Chapter. 

 7. Each day that a violation exists is a separate violation. Each violation is a 

separate violation. Fines and penalties may be assessed to each violation for each day that 

that violations remain on the property. 

 8. Violations of this Section are subject to Chapter 1.20 and 1.22 of the 

Monterey County Code in addition to the provisions of this Section.  

SECTION 15.  SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 

of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of 

the remaining portions of this ordinance. The Board of Supervisors hereby declares that it would 

have passed this ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof, 

irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases 

be declared invalid. 

 

SECTION 16. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall become effective on the 31st 

day following its adoption. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this ___ day of _____, 20__, by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  Supervisors 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

 

      

 Chair 

Monterey County Board of Supervisors 

 

A T T E S T: 

 

GAIL T. BORKOWSKI 

Clerk of the Board 

 

By:____________________________ 

Deputy 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM BY: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Wendy S. Strimling 

Senior Deputy County Counsel 
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DRAFT 
 

ORDINANCE NO. _______ 

  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF MONTEREY, STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA, ADDING CHAPTER 7.90 TO THE MONTEREY COUNTY CODE 

RELATING TO MEDICAL CANNABIS BUSINESS PERMITS 

 

County Counsel Summary 

 

This ordinance adds Chapter 7.90 to the Monterey County Code to 

implement state law by providing a means for regulating the operation of medical 

cannabis businesses in a manner that is consistent with state law and which promotes 

the health, safety and general welfare of the residents and businesses with the 

unincorporated areas of Monterey County….TO BE ADDED TO WHEN ORDINANCE 

IS COMPLETE…   

 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey ordains as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  Chapter 7.90 is added to the Monterey County Code to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 7.90  MEDICAL CANNABIS BUSINESS PERMIT  

 

Sections: 

7.90.010 Purpose 

7.90.020 Definitions 

7.90.030 Medical cannabis business permit required 

7.90.040 Application, notice, term of permit, and renewal 

7.90.050 Contents of application 

7.90.060 Fees 

7.90.070 Review of application and grounds for denial 

7.90.080 Medical cannabis business permit is nontransferable 

7.90.090 Operating requirements 

7.90.100 Cultivation, manufacture, waste, and storage requirements 

7.90.110 Packaging and labeling requirements 

7.90.120 Grounds for permit revocation or denial of renewal 

7.90.130 Judicial Review 

7.90.140    Enforcement and penalties 

 

 

7.90.010 Purpose. 

 

The purpose and intent of this Chapter is to implement state law by providing a means for 

regulating the operation of medical cannabis businesses in a manner that is consistent with state 
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law and which promotes the health, safety and general welfare of the residents and businesses 

within the unincorporated areas of Monterey County.   

 

7.90.020 Definitions. 

 

The following words and phrases shall have the following meanings when used in this 

Chapter: 

 

A. “Agricultural Commissioner” means the Monterey County Agricultural 

Commissioner. 

 

B. “Applicant” for purposes of this Chapter, means the following: 

 

1. Owner or owners of a proposed medical cannabis business, including all 

persons or entities having ownership interest other than a security interest, lien, or 

encumbrance on property that will be used by the medical cannabis business. 

 

2. If the owner is an entity, “owner” includes within the entity each person 

participating in the direction, control, or management of, or having a financial interest in, 

the proposed medical cannabis business. 

 

3. If the applicant is a publicly traded company, “owner” means the chief 

executive officer or any person or entity with an aggregate ownership interest of five 

percent (5%) or more. 

 

C. “Application” means that form provided by the Permitting Official in accordance 

with this Chapter for the purpose of seeking a medical cannabis business permit. 

 

D. “Cannabis” means all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa Linnaeus., Cannabis 

indica, or Cannabis ruderalis, whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin, whether 

crude or purified, extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, manufacture, 

salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin.  “Cannabis” also 

means the separated resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from cannabis.  “Cannabis” 

also means cannabis as defined by Section 11018 of the Health and Safety Code as enacted 

by Chapter 1407 of the Statutes of 1972.  “Cannabis” does not include the mature stalks of 

the plant, fiber produced from the stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of the plant, any 

other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the mature stalks 

(except the resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or the sterilized seed of the plant 

which is incapable of germination.  For the purpose of this Chapter, “cannabis” does not 

mean “industrial hemp” as defined by Section 81000 of the Food and Agricultural Code or 

Section 11018.5 of the Health and Safety Code. 

 

E. “County” means the County of Monterey.   

 

F. “Delivery” means the commercial transfer of medical cannabis or medical 
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cannabis products from dispensary, up to an amount determined by state law, or any of its 

departments or divisions, to a qualified patient or primary caregiver, or a testing laboratory.   

 

G. “Environmental Health Bureau” means the Environmental Health Bureau of the 

Monterey County Health Department. 

 

H. “Identification card” has the same definition as in Section 11362.7 of the 

California Health and Safety Code, as it may be amended. 

 

I. “Medical cannabis business” means any type of business licensed by the State of 

California under section 19300.7 of the California Business & Professions Code, which includes 

the following state license classifications:  Type 1, Type 1A, Type 1B, Type 2, Type 2A, Type 

2B, Type 3, Type 3A, Type 3B, Type 4, Type 6, Type 7, Type 8, Type 10, Type 10A, Type 11, 

and Type 12.   

 

J. “Medical cannabis,” “medical cannabis product,” or “cannabis product” means a 

product containing cannabis, including, but not limited to, concentrates and extractions, intended 

to be sold for use by medical cannabis patients in California pursuant to the Compassionate Use 

Act of 1996 (Proposition 215), found at Section 11362.5 of the Health and Safety Code.  For the 

purposes of this chapter, “medical cannabis” does not include “industrial hemp” as defined by 

Section 81000 of the Food and Agricultural Code or Section 11018.5 of the Health and Safety 

Code.  

 

K. “Permit” means a permit issued by the County to a medical cannabis business 

under this Chapter.  

 

L. “Permittee” means a person issued a County permit under this Chapter to operate 

a medical cannabis business. 

 

M. “Permitting Official” means the official appointed by the County Administrative 

Officer who is responsible for implementing the provisions of this Chapter. 

 

N. “Person” means an individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, 

corporation, limited liability company, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, syndicate, or any 

other group or combination acting as a unit and includes the plural as well as the singular 

number. 

 

O. “Premises” means the building in which a medical cannabis business is operated 

and, in addition, any accessory structures and appurtenant areas. 

 

P. “Primary caregiver” has the same definition as in Section 11362.7 of the Health 

and Safety Code, as it may be amended. 

 

Q. “Qualified patient” has the same definition as in Section 11362.7 of the Health 

and Safety Code, as it may be amended. 
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R. “RMA” means Monterey County Resource Management Agency. 

 

S. “Sheriff’s Office” means the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office. 

 

T. “State” means the state of California. 

 

U. “State license” means any type license classification under section 19300 et seq. 

of the California Business & Professions Code. 

 

7.90.030 Medical cannabis business permit required.  

 A. It is unlawful for any person to conduct, engage in or allow to be conducted or 

engaged in the operation of a medical cannabis business in the unincorporated portion of 

Monterey County, unless such medical cannabis business has been granted a legally effective 

permit issued under this Chapter.  Notwithstanding the above, the permits issued under this 

Chapter do not provide any protection or immunity for any person from state or federal laws, or 

from prosecution pursuant to any applicable state or federal laws.  

B. No person shall conduct, engage in or allow to be conducted or engaged in the 

operation of a medical cannabis business without possessing a state license, a County issued land 

use permit, a County issued business license, and a permit issued under this Chapter.  A 

permittee shall not commence activity under the authority of a County permit until the applicant 

has obtained the appropriate state license.   

C. The revocation of a state license shall terminate the ability of the medical 

cannabis business to operate until the state reinstates or reissues its license.   

 D. The owner, managing partner, officer of a corporation or such other person who 

shall be primarily responsible for the operation of a proposed medical cannabis business shall 

apply for a permit under this Chapter and, if granted, shall maintain the operation of the medical 

cannabis business in conformity with the terms of this Chapter. 

 E. The fact that an applicant possesses other types of state or County permits or 

licenses, shall not exempt the applicant from obtaining a medical cannabis business permit under 

this Chapter, nor shall the terms and conditions of any other such permit or license modify the 

requirements of a permit granted under this Chapter. 

 F. It is unlawful for any person to conduct, engage in or allow to be conducted or 

engaged in the delivery of medical cannabis or medical cannabis products in the unincorporated 

portion of Monterey County, unless such delivery is performed by a permitted dispensary.   

G. A qualified patient, as defined in Section 11362.7 of the Health and Safety Code, 

who cultivates, possesses, stores, manufactures, or transports cannabis exclusively for his or her 

personal medical use but who does not provide, donate, sell, or distribute cannabis to any other 
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person is not thereby engaged in medical cannabis business activities and is therefore exempt 

from obtaining a permit pursuant to this Chapter. 

 H. A primary caregiver who cultivates, possesses, stores, manufactures, transports, 

donates, or provides cannabis exclusively for the personal medical purposes of no more than five 

(5) specified qualified patients for whom he or she is the primary caregiver within the meaning 

of Section 11362.7 of the Health and Safety Code, but who does not receive remuneration for 

these activities except for compensation in full compliance with subdivision (c) of Section 

11362.765 of the Health and Safety Code, is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to this 

Chapter. 

7.90.040 Application, notice, term of permit, and renewal. 

 A. Each application for the establishment of a medical cannabis business permit or 

renewal of an existing permit shall be filed with the Permitting Official and the Permitting 

Official shall be responsible for administering the application process as set forth in this Chapter. 

B. Wherever this Chapter requires the County to give notice to an applicant, 

appellant or permittee, such notice shall be given by the Permitting Official, in writing, and shall 

be delivered either by personal delivery or by certified U.S. mail, postage prepaid, return receipt 

requested.  In addition, any such notice may be posted at the physical address of the medical 

cannabis business on the date of the mailing of notice.  

C. Each medical cannabis business permit shall expire one (1) year after the date of 

its issuance.  Any permit may be renewed by the Permitting Official upon the submission of a 

renewal application by the permittee.  At the time of consideration of a renewal application, the 

Permitting Official shall consider compliance with conditions in the prior term. 

D. Any application for renewal shall be filed at least sixty (60) calendar days before 

expiration of the permit. 

 E. Any application for renewal shall be rejected if: 

1. The application is filed less than sixty (60) calendar days before its 

expiration. 

2. The medical cannabis business authorized by the permit has not been in 

regular operation in the four (4) months prior to the renewal application. 

  3. The medical cannabis business fails to conform to the criteria set forth in 

this Chapter. 

  4. The permittee fails to renew its state license.   

  5. The permit is suspended or revoked at the time of the application.   
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 F. If a renewal application is rejected, an applicant may file a new application 

pursuant to this Chapter.   

7.90.050 Contents of application. 

A. Each application shall set forth or incorporate by reference the following 

information in a standard form adopted by the Permitting Official: 

1. Address of the proposed medical cannabis business and the name and 

address of the premises where the medical cannabis business will be located and, if 

different, the owner of the premises which the medical cannabis business is intended to 

located. 

2. The full name, date of birth, social security number, present address and 

telephone number for the applicant. 

3. The address to which notice of action on the application is to be mailed. 

4. All residential addresses of the applicant for the five (5) years immediately 

prior to the date of the application. 

5. Written proof that the applicant is eighteen (18) years of age or older (i.e., 

California driver’s license, California identification card, or certified birth certificate). 

6. Photographs of the applicant for identification purposes to be taken by the 

Permitting Official. 

7. The names and addresses of all businesses operated by and the 

employment of the applicant for the five (5) years immediately prior to the date of the 

application. 

8. The address of any medical cannabis businesses currently being operated 

by the applicant, or that had previously been operated by the applicant and a statement of 

whether the authorization for any such operation had been revoked or suspended and, if 

so, the reason therefor. 

9. The names and telephone numbers of the person or persons to be regularly 

engaged in the operation of the proposed medical cannabis business, whether an 

employee, volunteer or contractor.  The application shall also identify those persons, 

including telephone numbers having management and supervisory responsibilities for the 

proposed medical cannabis business.  Every person listed as owner, manager, supervisor 

or employee must submit fingerprints and other necessary information for a LiveScan 

background check by the Sheriff’s Office.   
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10. Any new employees, independent contractors, other persons and/or 

volunteers who will work at the proposed medical cannabis business must submit their 

information to the Permitting Official within five (5) days prior to their employment, 

including fingerprints and other necessary information for a LiveScan background check 

by the Sheriff’s Office. 

11. A description of products to be grown, manufactured, tested, sold, 

distributed, and/or transported by the medical cannabis business. 

12. The approximate number of licensed patients, primary caregivers, and/or 

qualified patients who will be served by the medical cannabis business. 

13. A detail of the procedures to be utilized at the premises including a 

description of how chemicals, pesticides and fertilizers will be stored, handled, used and 

disposed of; and if applicable, manufacturing methods, the transportation process, 

inventory procedures, and quality control procedures.   

14. Proposed hours of operation.   

15. Waste disposal information. 

16. Provide the applicant’s seller’s permit number issued pursuant to Part 1 

(commencing with Section 6001) of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code or 

indicate that the applicant is currently applying for a seller’s permit. 

17. If the applicant does not own the premises where the medical cannabis 

business is located, the application shall include the signature(s) of all landowners where 

the use will occur and all owners of buildings where the medical cannabis business will 

be located, indicating such owners knowledge and consent to such use of the premises. 

18. A statement by the applicant that it has the ability to comply with all laws 

regulating businesses in the State of California and that it shall maintain compliance 

during the term of the permit. 

19. Authorization for the County, its agents and employees to seek 

verification of the information contained in the application. 

20. Certification, under penalty of perjury, that all the information contained 

in the application is true and correct. 

 B. The filing of an application shall be deemed complete upon the submission of an 

application in conformance with this section and payment of the application fees required by this 

Chapter. 
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 C. An application may be reviewed and copied by any member of the public in 

accordance with the California Public Records Act; provided, however, the Permitting Official 

shall keep confidential, to the extent reasonable and authorized by law, any information revealed 

during the application process that is: (1) protected under privacy or trade secrete laws of the 

state; (2) information that, if disclosed, would pose a substantial risk to the safety or welfare of 

the community; or (3) when requested by the applicant, any proprietary project and program 

information. 

7.90.060 Fees. 

 A. Every application or renewal of a permit shall be accompanied by a 

nonrefundable fee, as adopted by the Board of Supervisors, in order to reimburse the County for 

the cost of reviewing and acting upon the application or renewal. 

 B. In addition to any application or renewal fee, each medical cannabis business 

shall pay an annual fee, as adopted by the Board of Supervisors, for the administration of the 

permit, including monitoring and enforcing compliance with terms of the medical cannabis 

business permit. 

 C. The Board of Supervisors may enact such other fees as may be necessary to 

recover the County’s costs of inspection, enforcement and corrective actions in relation to 

medical cannabis business. 

7.90.070 Review of application and grounds for denial.   

 A. The Permitting Official shall commence review of any application immediately 

upon its filing.  Within forty-five (45) calendar days after the filing of an application, the 

Permitting Official shall make a determination on whether to issue the medical cannabis business 

permit and shall notify the applicant of his or her determination.  

 B. Upon completion of the application review, the Permitting Official shall reject 

any application that meets any of the following criteria: 

1. The proposed medical cannabis business does not comply with 

requirements of this Chapter. 

2. The applicant has knowingly made a false statement of material fact or has 

knowingly omitted a material fact from the application. 

3. The operation of the proposed medical cannabis business at the proposed 

location is prohibited by any federal, state, local law or regulation. 

4. Any person who is listed on the application has been convicted of a felony 

within the past ten (10) years.  A conviction within the meaning of this section means a 

plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction following a plea of nolo contendere. 
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5. Any person who is listed on the application is a licensed physician making 

patient recommendations for medical cannabis pursuant to Section 11362.7 of the Health 

and Safety Code. 

6. The applicant or the operator listed in the application failed to obtain or 

maintain a valid seller’s permit required pursuant to Part 1 (commencing with Section 

6001) of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code.   

7. The applicant or the operator listed in the application is less than eighteen 

(18) years of age. 

 C. The Permitting Official shall keep confidential, to the extent reasonable and 

authorized by law, any information revealed during the application process that is: (1) protected 

under privacy laws of the state; (2) information that, if disclosed, would pose a substantial risk to 

the safety or welfare of the community; or (3) when requested by the applicant, any proprietary 

project and program information. 

D. No application for a permit which has been denied wholly or in part by the 

Permitting Official shall be resubmitted for a period of one (1) year from the date the order of 

denial became final, except on grounds of new evidence or proof of changed conditions found to 

be valid by the Permitting Official. 

7.90.080 Medical cannabis business permit nontransferable.  

A. A permit issued under this Chapter does not create any interest of value.  A permit 

is not transferable, and automatically terminates upon transfer of ownership of a medical 

cannabis business. 

 B. No person shall operate a medical cannabis business under a permit issued 

pursuant to this Chapter at any place or location other than that identified on the permit.  

7.90.090 Operating requirements. 

 A. Throughout the term of the permit, each permittee shall not violate this Chapter 

and shall comply with the following: 

1. It shall be a violation of this Chapter for a medical cannabis business to 

distribute, provide or allow to be provided cannabis to any person except those persons 

who are primary caregivers or qualified patients who are in possession of an 

identification card, or have a verifiable written recommendation from a licensed 

physician for medical cannabis.   

2. Medical cannabis business hours of operation are limited to and shall be 

between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., seven days a week. 
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3. The total quantity of marijuana located at any premises shall not exceed 

the maximum quantity limits set by state law. 

4. No cannabis shall be smoked, ingested or otherwise consumed on the 

premises. 

5. No person who is less than eighteen (18) years of age may be employed or 

otherwise engaged in the operation of the medical cannabis business.  No person under 

the age of eighteen (18) shall be allowed on the premises. 

6. There shall not be a physician located in or around any medical cannabis 

business at any time for the purpose of evaluating patients for the issuance of a medical 

marijuana recommendation or card.  

7. Each medical cannabis business shall conspicuously display its permit on 

the premises. 

8. Odor control devices and techniques shall be incorporated in all 

commercial cannabis businesses to ensure that odors from marijuana are not detectable 

off-site.  

9. No medical cannabis business may hold a license from the State 

Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to sell alcoholic beverages, nor may it include 

a business that sells alcoholic beverages.  No alcohol may be stored, sold, dispensed or 

used on the premises. 

10. No cannabis or cannabis products or graphics depicting cannabis or 

cannabis products shall be visible from the exterior of the premises. 

11. All cannabis and cannabis products shall be stored in a secured and locked 

safe room, safe or vault, and in a manner to prevent diversion, theft, and loss, except for 

limited amounts of cannabis used for display purposes, samples or immediate sale.  

12. Each medical cannabis business shall allow County officials to have 

access to the medical cannabis business’ books, records, accounts, financial data, and any 

and all data relevant to its permitted activities for the purpose of conducting an audit or 

examination.   

13. Each permittee shall be responsible and liable for safety and security in 

and around the medical cannabis business, and shall provide adequate security on the 

premises, including lighting and alarms, to insure the safety of persons and to protect the 

premises from theft and other crimes.  Medical cannabis businesses shall install and 

maintain in proper working order, video monitoring equipment capable of providing 

surveillance of both interior and exterior areas of the permitted establishment.  Medical 

cannabis businesses shall maintain such surveillance video tapes for a period of at least 
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thirty (30) days and shall make such video tapes available to the Permitting Official or 

Sheriff’s Office upon demand.   

14. Each permittee shall notify the Sheriff’s Office immediately after 

discovering any of the following: division, theft, loss, or any criminal activity involving 

the medical cannabis business; significant discrepancies identified during inventory; or 

any other breach of security.    

15. The permittee shall provide the Permitting Official with the name, 

telephone number and facsimile number of a community relations contact to whom one 

can provide notice of problems associated with the medical cannabis business.  The 

permittee shall make a good faith effort to resolve problems without the need for 

intervention by the County. 

16. No person who has been convicted of a felony within the past ten (10) 

years may be actively engaged in the operation of any medical cannabis business.  A 

conviction within the meaning of this section means a plea or verdict of guilty or a 

conviction following a plea of nolo contendere. 

17. A medical cannabis businesses shall not be delinquent in the payment of 

fees required by this Chapter. 

18. A medical cannabis businesses shall comply with all applicable federal, 

state and local laws, ordinances and regulations, including without limitation, County 

building, zoning and health codes. 

 B. At any time during the business hours of a medical cannabis business and without 

notice, the Permitting Official, acting in conjunction with other appropriate County officials, 

may enter the premises for the purpose of observing compliance of the medical cannabis 

business with this Chapter. 

 C. It is unlawful for any person having any responsibility over the operation of a 

medical cannabis business to refuse to allow, impede, obstruct, or interfere with an inspection, or 

the review of the copying of records and monitoring (including recordings) including, but not 

limited to, the concealment, destruction, and falsification of any recordings or records.  

7.90.100  Cultivation, manufacture, waste, and storage requirements.   

 A. Permittee must follow all pesticide use requirements of local, state and federal 

law.  The Agricultural Commissioner may inspect the permittee’s premises at any time during 

business hours to ensure compliance with this Section.    

 B. Permittee must maintain all weighing devices in compliance with local, state or 

federal law and comply with Chapter 7.60 regarding device registration with the Agricultural 

Commissioner.  
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 C. Permittee must follow all local, state and federal requirements for waste disposal.  

The Environmental Health Bureau may inspect the permittee’s premises at any time during 

business hours to ensure compliance with this Section.    

 D. In no case shall any hazardous, flammable or explosive substances be used to 

process or manufacture cannabis products on site.  The Sheriff’s Office and Environmental 

Health Bureau may inspect the permittee’s premises at any time during business hours to ensure 

compliance with this Section. 

 E. All food products, food storage facilities, food-related utensils, equipment and 

materials shall be approved, used, managed and handled in accordance to the provisions of the 

California Retail Food Code, and California Health and Safety Code Sections 113700 – 114437.  

All food products shall be protected from contamination at all times, and all food handlers must 

be clean, in good health and free from communicable diseases.  The Environmental Health 

Bureau may inspect the permittee’s premises at any time during business hours to ensure 

compliance with this Section.    

F. Baked products (e.g., brownies, bars, cookies, etc.), tinctures, and other non-

refrigerated type items may be sold or distributed at a medical cannabis business.  The 

Environmental Health Bureau may inspect the permittee’s premises at any time during business 

hours to ensure compliance with this Section. 

7.90.110 Packaging and labeling requirements. 

Prior to the sale or the delivery of cannabis or cannabis product the same shall be labelled 

and in a tamper-evident packaging.  Labels and packages shall at least meet the following 

minimum requirements: 

A. Packages and labels shall not be made to be attractive to children.  

B. Product labels shall include the following information displayed in a clear and 

legible font:  

1. Manufacture date and source.  

2. The statement “SCHEDULE I CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE”  

3. The statement “KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN AND 

ANIMALS” in bold type face.  

4. The statement “FOR MEDICAL USE ONLY”  

5. The statement “THE INTOXICATING EFFECTS OF THIS PRODUCT 

MAY BE DELAYED BY UP TO TWO HOURS”  
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6. The statement “THIS PRODUCT MAY IMPAIR THE ABILITY TO 

DRIVE OR OPERATE MACHINERY.  PLEASE USE EXTREME CAUTION”  

C. For packages containing only dried flowers, the net weight of cannabis in the 

package.  

D. A warning if nuts or other known allergens are used.  

E. List of pharmacologically active ingredients including, but not limited to, 

tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), cannabidiol (CBD), and other cannabinoid content, the THC and 

other cannabinoid amount in milligrams per serving, servings per package, and the THC and 

other cannabinoid amount in milligrams for the package total. 

F. Clear indication, in bold typeface, that the product contains cannabis.  

G. Identification of the source and date of cultivation and manufacture.  

H. Only generic food names may be used to describe edible cannabis products.  

I. The Environmental Health Bureau may inspect the permittee’s products at any 

time during business hours to ensure compliance with this Section. 

7.90.120 Grounds for permit revocation or denial of renewal. 

Grounds for revocation of a permit or denial of a renewal of a permit include, but are not 

limited to: 

 A. For conducting the medical cannabis business in an unlawful manner, or in such a 

manner as to be a nuisance to the health, safety or welfare of the public. 

 B. Allowance of any person 18 years of age or younger to enter the premises. 

 C. Failure to maintain and produce to the Permitting Authority all books, records, 

accounts, financial data, and any and all data relevant to a medical cannabis business’ permitted 

activities. 

 D. Failure to contain all irrigation runoff, fertilizers, pesticides, and other 

contaminants on the premises.   

 E. Use of any hazardous, flammable or explosive substances on the premises. 

 F. Failure to allow unannounced inspections of the premises by the Permitting 

Official or any other appropriate County official, at any time during business hours, without 

notice. 
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 G. Failure to pay any State or local tax associated with the medical cannabis 

business. 

 H. Use of water from any water source that is not located on the parcel where the 

medical cannabis business is located. 

 I. The possession, storage of use of any firearm on the parcel where the medical 

cannabis business is located. 

 J. Failure to follow the operational requirements of Section 7.90.900 of this Chapter. 

 K. Failure to follow the cultivation, manufacture, waste and storage requirements of 

Section 7.90.100 of this Chapter.   

 L. Failure to follow the labeling requirements of Section 7.90.110 of this Chapter. 

 M. Revocation or suspension of any State license.    

7.90.130 Judicial review. 

 

 A. The Permitting Official’s denial of a permit application, a permit renewal, or the 

revocation of a permit is a final action that is not subject to any further administrative remedy.  

The only legal remedy available to appeal the Permitting Official’s action is to file a petition for 

writ of mandate in a superior court under California Code of Civil Procedure 1085. 

 

 B. Under no circumstances shall a cause of action for monetary damages be allowed 

against the County, the Permitting Official, or any County employee as a result of a denial or 

revocation of a permit. 

 

7.90.140 Enforcement and penalties. 

 The remedies provided by this Chapter are cumulative and in addition to any other 

remedies available at law or in equity.  

A. Any condition caused or allowed to exist in violation of any of the provisions of 

this Chapter shall be deemed unlawful and a public nuisance and shall, at the discretion of 

County, create a cause of action for penalty pursuant to Chapters 1.20 and 1.25 of this Code.  

B. Each and every violation of this Chapter shall constitute a separate violation and 

shall be subject to all remedies and enforcement measures authorized by the Monterey County 

Code.  Additionally, as a nuisance per se, any violation of this Chapter shall be subject to 

injunctive relief, any permit issued pursuant to this Chapter being deemed null and void, 

disgorgement any payment to the County of any and all monies unlawfully obtained, costs of 

abatement, costs of investigation, attorney fees, and any other relief or remedy available at law or 

in equity.  The County may also pursue any and all remedies and actions available and applicable 
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under state and local laws for any violations committed by the medical cannabis business or 

persons related thereto, or associated with, the medical cannabis business.  Additionally, when 

the Sheriff or his designee determines there is an imminent threat to public health, safety or 

welfare, the medical cannabis business permit, issued by the County pursuant to this Chapter, 

shall immediately become null and void. 

C. Any person violating any of the provisions or failing to comply with this Chapter 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  Each person shall be guilty of a separate offense for each and 

every day during any portion of which any violation of any provision of this Chapter or the 

permit is committed, continued or allowed in conjunction with the operation of a medical 

cannabis business and shall be punishable accordingly. 

SECTION 2.  SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of 

this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of 

the remaining portions of this ordinance. The Board of Supervisors hereby declares that it would 

have passed this ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof, 

irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases 

be declared invalid. 

 

SECTION 3 .  EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective on the 

thirty-first day following its adoption. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ________, 2015, by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  

NOES: 

ABSENT: 
__________________________________ 

Simon Salinas, Chair  

Monterey County Board of Supervisors 

 

A T T E S T :       

 

GAIL T. BORKOWSKI      

Clerk of the Board 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

Deputy  

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 

WENDY S. STRIMLING 

Senior Deputy County Counsel 
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DRAFT 
 

ORDINANCE NO. _______ 

  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF MONTEREY, STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA, ADDING CHAPTER 7.02 TO THE MONTEREY COUNTY CODE TO 

IMPLEMENT BUSINESS LICENSES FOR CERTAIN DESIGNATED BUSINESSES  

 

County Counsel Summary 

 

This ordinance adds Chapter 7.02 to the Monterey County Code to 

provide for necessary regulations of certain lawful businesses being conducted 

within the unincorporated area of Monterey County and to set the procedure for 

the administration of business licenses, which is in the interest of the public health, 

safety, and welfare of the people of Monterey County.  This ordinance authorizes the 

Board of Supervisors to adopt fees for the licenses and also provides for enforcement 

and penalties for violations of this ordinance.  

 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey ordains as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  Chapter 7.02 is added to the Monterey County Code to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 7.02  BUSINESS LICENSES  

 

Sections: 

7.02.010 Purpose. 

7.02.020 Definitions.  

7.02.030 Time of procurement and term. 

7.02.040 Business licenses required for certain designated businesses. 

7.02.050 Businesses requiring licenses. 

7.02.060 Separate license required for each place of business. 

7.02.070 Fictitious names. 

7.02.080 Land use regulations. 

7.02.090 Form of application. 

7.02.100  Application, renewal, and required fee payment. 

7.02.110 Information to be shown in licenses. 

7.02.120 License display. 

7.02.130 Right of entry.  

7.02.140 Licenses nontransferable  

7.02.150 Grounds for refusal and appeal. 

7.02.160 Grounds for revocation and appeal.  

7.02.170 Penalty for violation. 

 

7.02.010 Purpose 
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The purpose of this Chapter is to provide for necessary regulation of certain lawful 

businesses being conducted within the unincorporated area of Monterey County, in the interest of 

the public health, safety, and welfare of the people of the Monterey County.  Business license 

fees charged under the provisions of this Chapter shall be revenue-neutral such that they may not 

exceed the reasonable costs of providing for registration and licensing services.  No business 

license fee charged under the provisions of this Chapter shall be construed as a business license 

tax. 

 

7.02.020 Definitions 

 

A. For the purposes of this Chapter, the following terms shall be defined as follows: 

 

“Applicant” means the individual, partnership, association, limited liability company, or 

corporation that will operate and conduct a business for which a license is required pursuant to 

the provisions of this Chapter. 

 

“Business” means the operation or carrying on of any activity, whether for profit or 

gratuitously, for which a license is required by this Chapter.  "Business" also means the soliciting 

of orders and the delivery of goods at a fixed physical location and those that are operated on a 

mobile basis.   

 

“County” means the County of Monterey. 

 

“Fixed place of business” means any establishment, store, office or central place for 

carrying on regular activities. 

 

“Medical Cannabis Business” means any type of business licensed by the State of 

California under section 19300.7 of the California Business & Professions Code, which includes 

the following state license classifications: Type 1, Type 1A, Type 1B, Type 2, Type 2A, Type 

2B, Type 3, Type 3A, Type 3B, Type 4, Type 6, Type 7, Type 8, Type 10, Type 10A, Type 11, 

and Type 12.  

 

“Person” and “party” mean person, party, firm, association, corporation, partnership or 

profession for which a business license must first be procured.  

 

B. Wherever the principal is designated in this Chapter, it shall include clerks, 

agents, servants, representatives and employees; it being the intention to license the business and 

not separate any individual acts or activities which are integral parts of a business.   

 

7.02.030 Time of procurement and term. 

 

A. Business licenses required by this Chapter shall be procured before the 

commencement of business or, if the business is in operation and a license possessed, prior to the 

expiration of such license. 
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B. Unless otherwise specifically provided, the license period shall be for one (1) year 

and shall commence September 1 of each year and expire August 31 of the following year.  

Applicable fees will be prorated if a business is started within the annual license period.   

 

7.02.040 Business registration and license required for certain designated businesses. 

 Every person conducting or carrying on a business as defined in this Chapter anywhere in 

the unincorporated area of the County shall register by obtaining a business license.  It is 

unlawful for any person to maintain, conduct, operate, or carry-on within the unincorporated area 

of the County any business defined in this Chapter, unless such person has a valid license for 

such business. 

7.02.050 Businesses requiring licenses. 

Business licenses shall be required to operate or maintain the following businesses:  

A. Medical Cannabis Businesses.  

7.02.060 Separate license required for each place of business.  

 A separate license is required for each separate place of business even though the 

businesses are owned or operated by the same person.  Where a combination of two (2) or more 

classes of businesses as herein classified are carried on at the same fixed place of business by the 

same owner and under one (1) management, only one (1) license shall be required.   

7.02.070 Fictitious names. 

 A. A license may be issued pursuant to this Chapter to a corporation duly authorized 

to transact business in this state, or to a person operating under a fictitious name who has 

complied with all of the provisions of Section 17900 et seq. of the Business and Professions 

Code. Otherwise, all such licenses shall be issued in the true name of the individual or 

individuals applying therefor.  

B. Except as provided in subsection A. of this section, no business so licensed may 

operate under any false or fictitious name.  

C. A license issued to a corporation shall designate such corporation by the exact 

name that appears in the articles of incorporation of such corporation.  

7.02.080 Land use regulations. 

 A. The Treasurer-Tax Collector shall not issue any license to carry on any business at 

a specific location where such business is inconsistent with the land use regulations of the 

County. 
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 B. Resource Management Agency – Planning zoning clearance is required prior to 

the issuance of any new business license where the fixed place of business is situated in the 

unincorporated area of the County.  

7.02.090 Form of application. 

 Every application for a business license required by this Chapter shall be signed by the 

applicant and shall contain the following:  

 A. The name and mailing address of the applicant.  If the applicant is a corporation, 

the name shall be exactly as set forth in its articles of incorporation.  If the applicant is a 

partnership, the name and address of each general partner shall be stated.  If one or more of the 

partners is a corporation, the provisions of this Section as to a corporate applicant apply.  The 

names of all other persons having an interest in the enterprise shall be listed; 

B. If the applicant is a corporation, the name and mailing address of an officer who is 

duly authorized to accept the service of legal process;  

C. The applicant's social security number if an individual, or the corporate number if 

the applicant is a corporation;  

D. The driver's license or identification card if the applicant is an individual; 

E. The telephone number of the applicant; 

F. The name under which the applicant will be doing business; 

G. The exact nature of the business; 

H. The exact location of the business or the route or territory to be covered if no 

fixed place of business;  

I. The residence of the applicant or, if a corporation, the principal place of business; 

J. The name and address of the owner of the premises; 

K. The name and address of the lessee of the premises; 

L. A copy of the current sales tax permit issued by the State of California Board of 

Equalization as required by Revenue and Taxation Code Section 6066;  

M. A copy of all applicable permits and licenses required by the State of California to 

engage in the business;  
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N. A copy of all applicable permits and licenses required by the County to engage in 

the business; and  

O. Per Labor Code section 3711, proof of workers compensation insurance or 

exemption thereto. 

7.02.100 Application, renewal and required fee payments. 

 A. All business licenses required by this Chapter shall be issued by the Office of the 

Treasurer-Tax Collector upon completion of the business license application, including copies of 

required state and County documents as described herein in Section 7.02.090 A. through O., and 

the payment of the proper fees. 

 B. All business licenses required by this Chapter shall be obtained annually and be 

valid from the date of issue to August 31, and prior thereto, application shall be made for 

renewal of the license.  All renewal applications must be received by the Treasurer-Tax Collector 

by August 1 of each year.   New licenses issued during any period after September 1, will be 

issued for the remainder of the annual license period up to August 31, at a pro-rated cost based 

on the date of issuance and the immediately pending annual renewal period beginning on August 

1. 

 C. Every application or renewal of a business license shall be accompanied by a 

nonrefundable fee, as adopted by the Board of Supervisors, in order to reimburse the County for 

actual costs of reviewing and acting upon the application.  

 D. In addition to any application or renewal fee, each business shall pay an annual 

license fee, as adopted by the Board of Supervisors, for the administration of the business 

license, including monitoring and enforcing compliance with terms of the business license. 

E. The Board of Supervisors may enact such other fees as may be necessary to 

recover the County’s costs of inspection and corrective actions in relation to the licenses. 

7.02.110 Information to be shown in licenses. 

The business license shall be in the form prescribed by the Treasurer-Tax Collector and 

must contain, at a minimum, the licensee’s name, the business name, the type of business, the 

location of the business, commencement and expiration dates of the license, and the fee remitted.     

7.02.120 License display. 

 A. Every licensee having a fixed place of business shall display the valid license in a 

conspicuous place in such place of business.  
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B. Every licensee not having a fixed place of business shall carry such license on 

their person at all times while during any actions related to the conduct of carrying on the 

licensed business, and shall exhibit it, whenever requested, to any person. 

7.02.130 Right of entry. 

It shall be the duty of all peace officers, appropriate code enforcement officials, and other 

designees of the Treasurer-Tax Collector to exercise due diligence in the enforcement of this 

Chapter, and to that end they shall be permitted, at any reasonable time and place, to enter all 

types and classes of business establishments regulated by this Chapter. 

7.02.140 Licenses nontransferable. 

 No license granted under the provisions of this Chapter shall be transferable or removable 

to another location, another person, or entity. 

7.02.150 Grounds for refusal and appeal. 

 A. The Treasurer-Tax Collector must refuse to issue a license for any of the 

following reasons: 

1. For fraudulent representations in the application; 

2. For failure to furnish all information required by the application; and 

3. For failure to pay the required license fees. 

B. The Treasurer-Tax Collector’s denial of a license application is a final action that 

is not subject to any further administrative remedy.  The only legal remedy available to appeal 

the Treasurer-Tax Collector’s action is to file a petition for writ of mandate in superior court 

under California Code of Civil Procedure 1085.  

C. Upon rejection of any license application, all annual license fees received in 

connection therewith shall be refunded to the applicant.  The application fee shall not be 

refunded.    

7.02.160 Grounds for revocation and appeal. 

A. The Treasurer-Tax Collector must revoke a license issued under this Chapter for 

any of the following reasons:  

1. For violation of any conditions of the license; 

2. For violation of any provisions of this Chapter;  
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3. If such license was obtained by fraud; and 

4. For conducting business in an unlawful manner, or in such a manner as to 

be a nuisance to the health, safety or welfare of the public.  

B. The Treasurer-Tax Collector’s revocation of a license is a final action that is not 

subject to any further administrative remedy.  The only legal remedy available to appeal the 

Treasurer-Tax Collector’s action is to file a petition for writ of mandate in superior court under 

California Code of Civil Procedure 1085.  

C. Upon revocation of any license, no part of the fee paid therefor may be refunded. 

D. No person may secure any license who has had any license issued under this 

Chapter revoked within the preceding six (6) months. 

7.02.170 Penalty for violation. 

 

 A. Licenses not renewed by August 31 each year will become delinquent and will be 

canceled.  Persons who fail to renew their license during the prescribed renewal period will be 

required to submit a new application, obtain all appropriate approvals, and pay the application 

and license fee. 

 

 B. Any person violating any of the provisions or failing to comply with this Chapter 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  Each person shall be guilty of a separate offense for each and 

every day during any portion of which any violation of any provision of this Chapter or the 

license is committed, continued or allowed.  

  

 C. Any condition caused or allowed to exist in violation of any of the provisions of 

this Chapter shall be deemed a public nuisance and shall, at the discretion of County, create a 

cause of action for administrative penalty pursuant to Chapters 1.20 and 1.25.  

 

SECTION 2.  SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of 

this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of 

the remaining portions of this ordinance. The Board of Supervisors hereby declares that it would 

have passed this ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof, 

irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases 

be declared invalid. 

 

SECTION 3 .  EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective on the 

thirty-first day following its adoption. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ________, 2016, by the following vote: 
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AYES:  

NOES: 

ABSENT: 
__________________________________ 

Jane Parker, Chair  

Monterey County Board of Supervisors 

 

A T T E S T :       

 

GAIL T. BORKOWSKI      

Clerk of the Board 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

Deputy  

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 

WENDY S. STRIMLING 

Senior Deputy County Counsel 
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