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Big Sur Multi-Agency Advisory Council Meeting 

Friday, September 22nd, 2023 
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Big Sur Lodge, 47225 Highway One, Big Sur, CA 93920 
 

Congressman Jimmy Panetta and Supervisor Mary Adams, Co-Chairs 

 

FINAL MEETING MINUTES 

I. Call to Order - 10:07am by Chair Adams 
a. Before roll call, Chair Adams shared news that Mary Trotter has passed away and 

asked Martha Karstens to make a few remarks.  
b. Martha shared some comments about Mary’s life and accomplishments and asked for 

a moment of silence. 
c. Chair Adams clarified a change in the agenda for today, that the broadband rep was 

unable to attend and that item 5b would be moved to the next BSMAAC meeting.  
II.  Roll Call and Introductions 

a. Big Sur Resident, North Coast – Martha Karstens 
b. Big Sur Resident, South Coast – Bree Harlan 
c. Big Sur Chamber of Commerce - Kirk Gafill/Rick Aldinger 
d. Community Association of Big Sur – Patte Kronlund 
e. Monterey County Planning Department – Melanie Berretti 
f. Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District – Caine Camarillo 
g. California Coastal Commission – Breylen Ammen 
h. Caltrans – John Olejnik 
i. California State Parks and Recreation – Marcos Ortega 
j. Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary – Karen Grimmer 
k. United States Forest Service – Fin Eifert 
l. 5th District, Monterey County Board of Supervisors – Mary Adams 
m. 30th District, California State Assembly – Dawn Addis 
n. 17th District, California State Senate – John Laird 
o. 19th District, United States Congress – Jimmy Panetta 

III.  Approval of the June 9th, 2023 BSMAAC Draft Minutes 

a. 3 corrections in spelling of names:  
a. Sharon Wilson 

b. Jeanne Dawson 

c. Diana Ballantyne 

b. Call for any other corrections or comments to the minutes.  

a. No hands raised 

c. Call for motion to approve the minutes 

a. Motioned to approve by Martha Karstens, Second by Dawn Addis, All in 

Favor 



IV. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items- – limited to 2 minutes 

Sharon Wilson: Couple things. One is the Big Sur Historic Society Cookbook is being published 

and should be out for Christmas. Mary Trotter was on our committee, and she was a huge member 

of that committee, so I wanted to thank her for that. Number 2 the Big Sur River Run is October 

28th, come on and sign up. Mary Adams will be leading the race I think, she will run the fastest 

distance.  

Sup Adams: how about we say I’ll be ending the race, that’s more like it. 

Sharon Wilson: Also, I wanted to thank Marcos Ortega on behalf of Keep Big Sur Wild, he has 

been having, with the State Parks, invasive species eradication days, and all of us at Keep Big Sur 

Wild having been contributing to that, and it’s only state parks but we’re doing something and 

hopefully you can expand it from there. Lastly, MCGives! is coming up and on behalf of Keep Big 

Sur Wild we were accepted with MCGives! So, we’re hoping people will look into us and I’m also 

on the Big Sur Fire Board of Directors and Big Sur Fires is also on MCGives! So, I’m putting a plea 

there also. And that’s it. 

Marcus Foster: I’m a resident here in Big Sur, member of the LUAC and cofounder of Keep Big 

Sur Wild. I had the privilege of being on the LUAC with Mary Trotter the last couple here and I 

can’t tell you what a huge loss it is to lose her, not just on the LUAC but as a community member. 

[Marcus continued to share more memories/thoughts about Mary Trotter]. Keep Big Sur Wild, our 

main objective is to protect the land use plan which that previous generation drafted and the policies 

in that are what has protected Big Sur for decades. From overdevelopment, from trying to keep this 

highway open and flowing for people to enjoy. There is a carrying capacity for this highway and we 

all see it on the weekends and in the summertime of the direction we’re going. The Land Use Plan, 

40 years ago predicted this increase in visitation, it was like 2.9 million in the mid80s and it said in 

20-25 years it’s gonna double, and we can probably expect that to happen again. So, we need to 

look into the future not just tomorrow, we need to look into 20-25 years, what’s this place gonna 

look like? And that’s why the Land Use Plan is so important. If we follow the strict policies which 

are certified by the Coastal Commission, certified by the County, we can protect this place. But 

there is just this lack of enforcement of these strict policies from our County, in my opinion, that are 

just letting this place go. Because there is so much commercial interest and money to be made in 

Big Sur, and I’ll give you an example,  

Airam Coronado: I am here on behalf of the family of Arelie Garcia. Today marks one year of 

Arelie’s disappearance and that’s why the family was not able to make it. Due to the heartache, the 

confusion, the desperation that they’re going through. Arelie was last seen in her home on 

September 22nd, as she was leaving her home to go to work. Later on that day her sister found her 

belongings in Big Sur. She was the second woman of color to go missing in Salinas. The first one 

was Kayeleigh Gammill, who was 20 years old, and her body was later discovered in Big Sur at the 

route taken by Arelie. I had the pleasure to work with Kayeleigh Gammill, she was a very strong 

willed and loving young woman. Missing and murdered indigenous women is a nationwide crisis. 

Monterey County is known for its beauty, it attracts hundreds of tourists each year, and it doesn’t 

want to be known as the place where woman go missing. This is the last picture of Arelie Garcia. 

[she holds up a large poster board with a photo of Arelie]. So we’re asking you to please use your 

resources, the family is pleading for your help. Once again, Monterey County is very beautiful, it 

does not want to be known for missing women, who are treated as pets. When your pet goes 



missing, and you think there’s signs of foul play, you make a police report, you make a flier, you 

put it in a database, you put it on several websites. But the same thing when a young woman goes 

missing, or a person goes missing you contact the Salinas Police Department, you make a flier and 

it goes in a database. These are not their pets, this is someone’s child, so please we are asking you, 

if you have more resources and you all can work collectively, please post her picture on social 

media. We have a social media tool kit. We drove from Salinas to come here. And thank you to 

Jimmy Panetta’s office, and Mary Adams and the Big Sur Community that has met with the family 

of Arelie Garcia, so we want more than just I’m sorry, I’ll try my best. We want more. Cause if our 

young women from Salinas are going missing and their bodies are found in Big Sur, that’s a big red 

flag. And we’re asking you all to please work as a community, because once again missing and 

murdered indigenous women is a nationwide crisis. And Monterey County does not want to be 

known for that. Thank you. 

Rob O'Keefe: Hello, I am the president and CEO of See Monterey. Formerly known as Monterey 

County Convention and Visitors Bureau, we’ve gone through rebrand, doing a whole bunch of 

things right now including renaming ourselves, getting out of the acronym soup business. We’re 

doing a rebrand, our new brand line focus is “Find Your Way Here”. [continues to share more 

updates on the new focus of travel and visitor outreach for the organization. “Emphasizing quality 

of life and economic vitality.”] 

Aengus Jeffers: Thank you to this community including Congressman Panetta who wrote in in 

support of BLAZE essentially relocating next door. Thank you, Supervisor Adams, for weighing 

through the chafe of allegations thrown at BLAZE, and also supporting County Staff’s 

recommendation to allow BLAZE to move next door. I’d also like to thank Mary Trotter for the 

time that she put in drafting our current Land Use Plan, for the greater magnitude of time she spent 

parsing every project that came before the LUAC to make sure that those projects were consistent 

or entirely inconsistent with this community’s house rules, and for once more stepping into the 

breach in the effort to update that plan. And thank you for the extreme patience she showed a very 

green attorney when he started working with this community and the example, she set for me. 

Samantha Varella: I come to you as a community member of Monterey County. As a mother, as a 

daughter and as a sister. Like my comrade Airam already discussed with you guys, we come before 

you on behalf of the family of Arelie Garcia who for the past year  have been completely, as you 

might imagine, completely wrecked and emotionally distraught at the disappearance of their 

daughter. Unfortunately, her family couldn’t be here today, because they are still grieving, and it is 

a disgrace honestly, that a community member could go missing, and that people wouldn’t use 

every single effort that they have, every resource available to them to be able to bring this young 

woman home. And so we come before you today to ask you, not for sit downs, not for 

conversations, not for thoughts and prayers, but for you guys to use your resources and your 

influence for actionable steps to bring Arelie home. Thank you. 

Unnamed Individual: Yeah. I am also a community member. I am also here advocating for Arelia’s 

family. Today marks one year that she has been missing. The police say that they can’t do anything 

more. So we are here to ask you as individuals to ask you what you would do if your daughter, your 

sister went missing, and they told you there was nothing else you could do, who you would reach 

out to? We are community members. You sit at a table for a reason. You have so many more 

resources than we do. So much more time and money. So, we are here to ask you to put those to 



good use, and to try to give someone hope. Try to find out why she went missing. It’s not normal, 

the way she went missing. So, as women of color, as women who are so tired of seeing so many 

women go missing and nothing be done, you are in a position where you can use resources. We are 

not asking you to solve anything, we are not putting that pressure on you, but if you try, that’s what 

we’re doing. We’re just trying. Walking up hills, driving hours out of our way to speak to table, 

hoping that when you walk away that it sticks with you, that you actually listen. And you go home, 

and you think of that girl that went missing one year today, we’re here on her one year mark. That 

has to mean something. Make an email. Send an email. Make a phone call. Check was hasn’t been 

checked. What can be done. Maybe one thing went missing. Why was her phone there, why was her 

car abandoned. Did someone take her. Did someone take her. There’s so much questions that can be 

asked that no one is asking and we’re asking you to ask them for us, because when we ask them, no 

one listens. It’s hard to not know what happened. It’s hard to not be able to find someone. It’s hard 

to have to rely on systems that we know do not care about us. So I hope you leave here today, 

caring enough, to do at least one thing towards finding Arelie. 

Sup Adams: Thank you for your comments. Okay, I am going to close public comment now and 

move into New Business, and as we do, there is a new person in the room that I want to take a 

moment to introduce, and that is the new County Administrative Office for Monterey County, Sonia 

DeLaRosa, who came down today, to enjoy meeting all the residents and participating in the 

BSMAAC.  

V.  New Business  

 a. Ventana Wildlife Society, S’MORE Project, Executive Director Kelly Sorenson. 

 Kelly: Thank you so much for having me today. [provides a few brief comments on the 
history of the VWS. Outline of Main Points of Report: 

• VWS is proposing the project with support from State Park 
• Located at Andrew Molera State Park (near Bobcat Trail) at end of dirt road that 

follows the Big Sur River (former Trail Rides) 
• AMSP General Plan (1976) originally specified use for the site as a “Group Camp 

Area” and “Picnic Area” 
• Overnight camping and picnicking are current uses at this site. 
• Current proposal is intended primarily for youth and families who would not have 

the opportunity to afford an outdoor overnight experience in Big Sur or lack space 
for meaningful engagement in nature,  

• VWS has decades of experience working with communities from East and North 
Salinas, North Monterey County, southern Monterey County, and invite Native 
American use of the site as well. 

• Funding provided by State Coastal Conservancy and Ventana Wildlife Society 
donors (Coastal Roots Hospitality and ERM Foundation plus select number of 
individuals). 

• Permit Application now in development, which is why we are seeking input now 
• New facilities to be built include an outdoor BBQ / cooking shelter and amphitheater 

with connecting ADA trails.  No new bathroom facilities and will instead continue 
using chemical toilets. 

• Primitive camping only. 
• Not a public/open campground; managed through Concession Agreement, 

scheduling by VWS to ensure target users have priority.   



• State Parks will also use the site through Fam Camp Program. 
• Guests are transported by 15-passenger vans to reduce traffic burden. 
• When not in use for overnight excursions, it is available for the public to enjoy day 

use.] 
I will leave my business card at the back of the room. We also created a website dedicated to 

this project; you can submit comments directly through there. 

https://www.ventanaws.org/smore.html And I’ll stick around today if you want to speak to 

me in person. Can I put you on the spot Marcos, do you want to share a few words about the 

project? 

Marcos Ortega: I think you covered most of the points, a little bit about the partnership. In 
Fam Camp we share all the same values and goals of targeting underserved youth and serve 
as a spot for even local schools. Like Captain Cooper was out at the Pfeiffer State Park 
yesterday, so ability to have Park School, the south coast schools all the local schools to 
have a space to go outdoors to have an area that’s covered, and if you take a little bit of a 
closer look, lots of great additions to space that in already utilized, a large bbq area, picnic 
tables, a campfire center like Kelly said that can serve not only the groups that they bring 
out or campers that are here 6 months out of the year, but hopefully will be year round as we 
make our repairs to Molera and the school. I think it’s a great project and happy to take any 
questions from the group with Kelly.  

 
Sup Adams: Are there any other members of the Council that wish to ask questions or make 
comments before we go to the public? Seeing none. I have one, can you give me an 
overview of the timeline on how things are going? 

 
Sofia Zander: yeah, so we’re starting the permit applications and finalizing the design. The 
design should be finished early next year, and the longest permit applications have a 10 
month timeline. We would need to get construction funds, and the Coastal Conservancy is 
very much in support of that, I’m going to guess 203 years.  

 
Kelly Sorenson: We’re hoping to start construction in 2025.  

 
Marcus Foster: Great project, I’m always for getting young people off their phone and 
outside. Couple questions, is any of this development visible from Hwy 1? And 2, I feel like 
there is a steady increase of destination activities in Bug Sur, whether it’s special events, 
weddings just more destination activities, which the Land Use Plan is trying to discourage, 
just because of Hwy capacity. Is this going to impact the highway in anyway like more 
traffic or that sort of things? 

 
Kelly: It’s not visible from the highway. It’s situated just East of Hwy 1 and West of the Big 
Sur River. Even though you drive right by it, it is not expected to be visible.  

 
Sofia Zander: Yeah, it will not be visible, it’s tucked down, it’s not under the trees but the 
elevation it’s at makes it not visible.  

 
Kelly: That’s the reason why we’re insisting on using the vans to bring people down there. If 
we have 60 people at one time, that would only take all 4 vans. And that would be a heck of 
a lot less traffic than say 30 different camps spots each with 2 different cars coming and 
going. That’s why we’re insisting on the vans.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ventanaws.org/smore.html__;!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBrtW-N4OJKAQ!JnWHaqXfuZ4ScerIOLLiKo8iFFZTVc005kaCxzgLx7izj9h68nLtqJLkGPnyyd6AvngPBMJFmWq9uxHtJ7tXm684IRTRqO_nQhU$


 
Marcus Foster: Is that going to be a requirement of the permit, to shuttle people to this 
location, or how does that work? 

 
Sofia Zander: So, it’s baked into everything from the ground up. There’s no parking added 
here. The environmental permitting is based on that, so any addition of parking or single 
cars would have to be achieved in this.  

 
b. Broadband Update – Central Coast Broadband Consortium and National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) (THIS AGENDA ITEM WAS 

CANCELLED FOR THIS 9/22/23 MEETING AND PUSHED TO DECEMBER BSMAAC 
AGENDA) 
 
c. Big Sur River Log Jam (near St. Francis Church) 
Ara Azhderian, General Manager, Monterey County Water Resources Agency & Sonia DeLaRosa, 
 
Sup Adams: In January of this year, Senator Laird, Assemblywoman Addis, Sonia, myself, and 
several others went on a tour of the impacted area in the district from the severe winter storms and 
we visited the logjam and now we’ve come together to address the situation in the near term and 
that’s what Ara is going to be able to provide. And I want to be able to start the discussion about 
what kind of long-term management of the Big Sur River that we are going to be able to have with 
this group that are present today. Ara? 
 
Ara Azhderian: So, thank you Supervisor, good morning, everybody. I was invited to come down 
today and talk a little bit about recent efforts to address the current situation with the logjam. It’s a 
compounding problem, its location is a mix of public and private ownership and there isn’t any 
particular governmental jurisdiction over the space and so that creates challenges for all of the folks 
that have been involved. There has been over the past several weeks now, conversations that include 
the County, I want to acknowledge Randy Ishii with Public Works and the great work that his team 
does, state Parks, Department of Fish and Wildlife and others in terms of what is it that we can do 
here, can we find a way to facilitate at least a short term solution, and so we at the resources agency 
are in a position to be able to help administer all of this but it’s going to require a team effort. This 
did not just materialize in 2023, it’s a jam that’s been growing for quite some time. The resources 
agency could be the administrative vehicle for issuing the contract, acquiring the permits, doing the 
things that are necessary to facilitate that work there. We did reach out to BLAZE engineering to 
provide a guestimate about what the work might involve and so they’ve provided that. Right now, 
we’re just on the very front end of reaching out to the federal agencies about what their permitting 
requirements could be. We’re in a very unique time frame. On the state side of the permitting we’re 
under the benefit of the executive order from the Governor some months ago that allows for 
emergency work to be done on streams/waters of the state, and so that simplifies the permitting 
process. There is no Federal equivalent to this, so understanding what the Federal requirements are 
going to be is foundational to all of this. We’ve reached out to the Army Corps to start getting their 
guidance on how to proceed. If we’re fortunate and there is a clear and simple Federal path forward, 
we would like to get this done in a matter of weeks, which would be great because the Governor’s 
executive order expires on the 1st of November, if it’s going to be a complicated permitting process, 
then everything that that order facilities will go by the wayside. We are working in a river, just the 
fact of the matter, and there’s a lot to be done there just from a permitting aspect. Finally, while we 
are able to facilitate some of the administration on this effort, because of the way the agency is set 
up and the way our revenues come in, we work in defined spaces, what we refer to as special benefit 



assessment zones. We don’t have the defined space here, so we don’t have a funding source for this. 
So, the other big hurdle is how are we going to fund all of this effort going forward.  
 
Sup Adams: Thank you for the update, Ara. [Mary asks to see if other agencies have an update, she 
calls on Sen. Laird.] 
 
Sen Laird: Let me add to your update. There essentially were 3 logjams but 2 of them were in the 
CalTrans right of way so they really owned those and this one is OUT of the right of way and yet 
the estimate that I saw was $100-150K and if this logjam were released, the cost of dealing with the 
highway would be exponentially higher than that. So, I called the State Director of Caltrans 
yesterday and I basically said “I understand this is out of your right of way but you’ll have a 
tremendous additional cost and the real issue is the funding and the urgency of the executive order 
expiring” and he got back to me and thought this was something he could work with and would 
hope to have a path next week. So, I felt like he was engaged and for those of you that don’t know, 
he’s relatively new, but he grew up in Pacific Grove. When I interviewed him, I walked him 
through all the Big Sur issues on the highway. I talked to him about issues on the storm last year. 
He said he would talk to people out of San Luis Obispo so I was very hopeful about that exchange.  
Sup Adams: Thank you for making that call. Thank you, Senator. Are there any other people on the 
table that want to make comments. Anything you want to say John?  
 
John Olejnik: Cal Trans District 5. It’s great that I have 1 bar in this room here, 2 minutes before 
those comments I got a text about the director getting the call. We’ve had our hands tied at the 
moment because it’s out of state right of way. We previously had offered to do what was in our 
power, we were going to provide access, our traffic control services to get the work done. So, these 
are great developments. There are other logjams, we are doing work, one of the announcements I 
was going to share later, was that the other text I just got now was today our intention is to remove 
the signals outside here. Cleanup happens, there might be some flaggers just to complete that, but 
the signals are coming out.  
 
Sup Adams:  Thank you. Anyone else wish to comment on this. 
 
Sonia DeLaRosa: I just have a couple of follow ups. Continue to work with SeeMonterey there was 
a comment earlier about how we do the postings through emergencies, we did have an issue that 
came up and working with CalTrans we were able to modify the language. Rather than telling folks 
to stay away from Monterey, we said travel cautiously. But more coordination with SeeMonterey to 
make sure there is language that is appropriate. Second thing is still to continue the discussion with 
the Army Corps, even though this is going to resolved, unfortunately we anticipate that we are 
going to have issues in the future. Because there are so many downed trees within the USFS area 
and in this area in particular there’s 2 property owners one of them is State Parks, which I 
understand doesn’t have control of the river, and the other one is the Catholic Church. So we do 
have representatives from the church that are willing work with us, but we do have to solve the 
problem up the river or at least have something in place going forward so when there’s not an 
executive order in place so that we can clear the debris.  
 
Fin Eifert: USFS. Although we don’t have much involvement in the short term here, but in the long 
term I do see us having a role in working with you, and I just wanted to express that we are open 
and willing to have those conversations to support the efforts in the long term.  
 
Sup Adams: is there anyone in the audience that has questions or comments on this item?  



None seen/heard. [Mary shares some comments on how grateful she is to see all the agencies 
working together] Before I close, one last call, any federal comments we want to make on this at all, 
Dawn any comments on the Assembly side? 
 
Asm Addis: I really want to say than you to the County, our office has participated in regular 
meetings bringing all the stakeholders together and the feedback I got yesterday was that it just took 
one person to “break the logjam” and get this moving and that person was Ara. I want to 
compliment you and say thank you to Sonia. And thank you to Sen Laird for making that CalTrans 
call. One of my first calls was to my staff of we have to find this money. We’re still engaged and 
continue to check in so if you need support, we’re happy to do that as well. 
 
Sup Adams: Thank you so much. Let’s go ahead and close the logjam and move into our next item.  
 
d. Big Sur Byway Organization Report – Martha Diehl 

Martha: How many people here are aware of the traffic situation that is a public health and 
safety threat at the Bixby Bridge? We all know that this is an urgent ongoing emergency 
situation that has both health and safety implications and liability implications and economic 
implications as well. In the same way that the logjam just preceded that everyone had to 
come together in order to take an action, the BSBO exists because CalTrans worked very 
hard to put together a plea for help saying that they are managing a highway that they can’t 
manage because there are too many stakeholders and too many voices. So, we are 
attempting to bring together the people necessary to take urgent immediate action. [Martha 
makes comments that the current solutions in place, delineators, are working and just move 
the problem up the road; law enforcement doesn’t have the resources to enforce the signage; 
lots of people proposing different solutions, like let’s close down all parking until we get a 
handle on this]. What came to me from that, is that we are not the people to select the 
solution of the moment, but we can advocate for two things. One of them is an emergency 
action, while we’re figuring out a long-term solution, that allows free traffic through both 
the old coast road and highway one. And we can also advocate for people to look at that as 
the place to wait, while they continue discussion to find solutions to manage the larger 
issues. We are working on a letter to the BOS for their support in this matter. We are asking 
this group today to put together an emergency taskforce of people who need to be at the 
table to start taking some immediate action within the next 90 days. We believe that would 
include people from law enforcement, people from several places in the county i.e. public 
works folks, planning and council, the coastal commission, and figure out how we keep 
people safe. I was the control person on a Tuesday from 11-1 and I counted my average 
Tuesday, 178 people crossing the road including people with strollers and dogs.  

 
Marcus Foster: We were there on Saturday of Memorial weekend and we counted 1400 
people in 4 hours that crossed the highway from old coast rd.  

 
Martha: Thank you, and we’re using those numbers because it’s not a bunch of screaming 
residents that this is annoying, this is a problem that hasn’t killed people because it’s so 
congested that cars don’t move very fast. That’s really the only reason, we get one bad 
event, someone is going to be killed. We have the people in the room today, we’d like you to 
bring together that task force and come up with immediate solutions. Everyone keeps saying 
they can’t do it because they don’t have the tools, so let’s come together.  

 



Sup Adams: Thank you so much. First, I’ll go to the Council to see if there are any 
questions/comments that you wish to make now, and then we’ll go to the public, and then 
we’ll come back to see if we can take action through a motion to make this happen. Any 
questions or comments from the members of the council. 

 
Karen Grimmer: I would love to understand more about the barriers to reach solutions from 
the agencies perspective. What is background on not having the tools? 

 
Martha: Law enforcement can’t enforce the signs if they’re not there. In order to get the 
signs they have to have approval for the signs. The signs have to be the right kind of signs 
otherwise they cant be put up. Putting up barriers to say “you cant park in this area”. We 
have concerns about cutting off access, well that’s a discussion we need to have about 
whose access. If we’re going to have law enforcement, someone has to funding the law 
enforcement. Sheriff cant put a deputy if the Sheriff doesn’t have funding, and that has to go 
through the BoS. It’s going to require a collaborative effort. I think John could probably 
speak to that too he’s worked really hard on the no camping. 

 
John Olejnik: Just want to give a plug to the Byways. If we could fill a room like this at the 
Byways, it would really go a long way in getting some work done. We have studied this area 
extensively over the years and we know what the issue is, it’s parking management. One of 
the strategies discussed at the Byways was creating a no parking area. The offer from 
CalTrans is that they can write a no parking order, but it has to be based on a local county 
ordinance. Can the County create a no parking ordinance and can thar ordinance be 
approved by the resource agencies who would say yes or no to an ordinance like that. For 
our part, we own a very narrow piece of land there, it is they byway. That’s why we did the 
delineators, we are going to improve them with some beefier ones.  

 
Sup Adams: Thank you, John. Any other comments? 

 
Patte Kronlund: The comment I want to make that needs to be included regarding Bixby 
Bridge area and the Old Coast Rd, that we also have to look at the unintended consequences. 
Meaning, if people can park at Rocky Creek Bridge and walk the highway to the bridge or 
south of the bridge, it has to be a much bigger solution than just the immediate area. People 
will do what they do to get to the spot they want to.  

 
Martha: That is absolutely true, and we see that with delineator moving parking into old 
coast road. But if we don’t do anything, nothing will get better. If we generate an unintended 
consequence, we can look at that, but we need to do something. We need to laser focus on 
this one intersection for now.  

 
Sup Adams: I’m not seeing any other comments from the Council so I’ll go to the public. 
Kate your hand is up? 

 
Kate Daniels: The taskforce should include SeeMonterey. People are stopping take a picture 
of the bridge, but not taking a good picture of the bridge without drone. It’s not the best 
place to be stopping but it’s a mindset. The experience is driving in a car on an iconic bridge 
that you can actually see through. I think long term, need to try to shift mindset of the 
experience of big sur that it’s not parking and getting out to take a picture, it’s DRIVING 
across the bridge. 



 
Sup Adams: Couldn’t agree with you more.  

 
Martha: I just want to say that SeeMonterey has been an active participant in the Byways.  

 
Unnamed individual: For many years I’ve said can we please get a sign that says no drones. 
The very fact that in order to just get that, there are too many barriers. I stop people and I lie 
to them. Told them there was a fine and that stops them. But that would be something 
enforceable with a sign that would help deter folks from using drones/stopping. 

 
Laura Schulkind: Resident of Bixby canyon. Thank you to Martha and the Byways for very 
satisfying, thoughtful discussion of this issue. I thought I would reiterate; I was the 
community member that talked about liability. 4 things I would bring up. 1 it is an unsafe 
environment for residents and visitors both. 2 the cost of prevention is going to be less than 
the cost of addressing a tragedy when it happens. 3rd advocate for thinking on 2 tracks, a 
short term and long-term solution. Short term – safety. Long term solutions to address issue. 
4th- focusing on common ground. Everyone agrees this is an unsafe, untenable situation. We 
need to fix this before there is a problem. The Values around travel, sustainable travel, 
visual pleasure. Right now, the way people park and walk, they are ruining the experience 
for people who come down to see the area. There is a lot that can be looked at but we need 
to start from common ground. I do urge for an urgent solution that is safety focused. 

 
Rick Aldinger: Just want to say that whatever solutions we come up with as a community 
and as our leaders here. Part of that plan has to include, ow are we going to ensure that there 
is follow up with enforcement. Theres a lot of wasted effort and money to come up with 
more signage, but putting up a sign that says no drones, will do relatively nothing if there is 
not enforcement of that law or ordinance. I urge all of you to include that in the discussion. 
A lot the illegal roadside camping is an example. A lot of effort went into addressing that 
issue. But not enough enforcement and not seeing much improvement on the highway. As 
we move forward, we should not implement knee jerk reactions. 

 
Dan Perlstein: Bixby resident. Thank you, Martha, for your leadership. In the not such a 
long period, have removed truckloads of pampas grass from Old Coast Road and thousands 
of cigarette butts. Attentiveness to safety issues will also contribute to conservancy issues. 
People dump their garbage when they are parking. Attentiveness to the safety issues will 
also contribute to the stewardship of the area, and benefit the residents, the condors and 
preservation society. The signs for no camping on Old Coast Road have facilitated me to 
comment to visitors to put out their campfires and not camp. 

 
Oscar Loza: CHP. Very aware of Bixby issue. I spend a few hours during shift I park at 
Bixby to help move folks along. Once they see me writing one ticket, they all take off. I cite 
people stopping and blocking the roadway and parking on old coast road. But can’t be there 
all day. Do try to address those issues while I’m there. 

 
Martha: This is an example of barriers. We have the solution in place, but not enough people 
to enforce it. 

 



Unnamed Individual: wanted to echo environmental issues. Maybe put-up signs that say no 
dumping, no trash, no cigarettes. Maybe we can deputize local residents to help write 
tickets. 

 
Rachel Goldberger: Big Sur resident. We have spent countless hours organizing folks to 
help pick up trash. Have spent hours waiting and counting folks walking across the 
bridge/road. Even when I am just standing around with a clipboard, folks behave a little 
differently. Having someone there to tell them how to act, makes a difference. To educate 
them. We need physical human presence, maybe not even law enforcement, to help people 
visit safely. 

 
 

Kathleen Lee: Point lobos exec director. Here as a member of the public. Advocating for 
members of the BSMAAC to take immediate action.  Tell your staff, make it happen. Even 
Laird making the call to Caltrans director, that’s what we mean. We struggle because we 
can’t really implement things we talk about. Please put money behind implementing these 
plans. 

 
Marcus Foster: This goes to management of the area. You see this in other areas, Lake 
Tahoe is having this issue as far as management, they’re having a visitation issue. They’ve 
gone from this marketing approach with their visitors bureau to a managing visitor 
approach. Since we have SeeMonterey in the room, thank you for being here. You can go to 
their website, and they’ll tell you to stop at Bixby bridge and take a picture/selfie. So they’re 
kind of contributing to it, in my opinion. Maybe, as far as going to a management approach, 
that $11.5 million we use to market visitation to the County, can we pull a million dollars 
out of that and get somebody from the visitors bureau down there that can get certified to do 
traffic control and pick up garbage and actually contribute to lessening the impacts of over-
visitation? We’re pulling out CHPs, they’re spending hours a day doing traffic control when 
they should be out getting drunk drivers so that’s another public safety aspect. We talk about 
Bixby, but Soberanes is actually even more dangerous, probably the most accidents between 
carmel/rio rd and the county line, Soberanes is actually becoming a real public safety issue 
as well. I know these comments were all addressed to the Coastal Commission, the Coastal 
Act also has a lot of language about public safety. We have limitations here, the reason we 
don’t have parking lots and everything else is because it’s a scenic national treasure and 
sometimes the Coastal Commissions focuses too much on access when it should be focusing 
on public safety.  

 
Rob O’Keefe: We are working with Byways admin. We are upping our game as it relates to 
responsible travel. Formally, we are going to continue to do that respectfully. When there 
are fines, we promote those fines aggressively.  I happened to drive across Bixby bridge that 
day there were 1400 people crossing. It’s bad for business. Bixby is a beacon for people 
from around the world. It’s a beacon that works for LA, SF, SLO. We’ve got to get behind 
this, who makes more money from Hwy 1 experience? Easy answer, LA. We are custodians 
in cleaning up the mess. If there is a formal group down there with clipboards, I’m in. I will 
also help perpetuate control on the bridge with a shotgun. Whatever we can do to get 
involved, it’s common sense. 

 
Laura Schulkind: I love the idea that people want to do the right thing, but we deal with 
people who are combative and threatening. I pointed to a parking sign to remind someone 



parking on the bridge, and the man got out and called me a bitch. And then he added 
something even meaner to call me, and he called me a DEMOCRAT. We are living in a 
polarized angry world. I do not support solutions that say we are going to take our gov 
responsibilities and say we’re going to solve it with volunteers with clipboards. 

 
Sup Adams called on Randy Ishii: Sup Adams met with me at length regarding this issue at 
old coast road and Hwy 1. I come here today to inform all of you that we are ready, willing 
and committed to explore solutions both short and long term. 22400 sec A and CDC 22536, 
blocking the hwy. We here there is a safety issue. We are going to take it on ourselves to 
address the issue. Many actions do take a process. Recently we engaged on that route to 
make a sign about no camping, to enforce the county’s existing order. That was a process. 
There are certain signs that can only be placed if they are in the official manual of California 
traffic control. In the near term, we can see more of these signs being placed because they 
are now official signs. 

 
Dana Carnazzo: Thank you so much, we live on old coast road. I appreciate you being here. 
And appreciate you working so that it isn’t a long process. Please help us fast. 

 
Sup Adams: What I’ll do from my perspective as your Supervisor is I will introduce a BOS 
referral that will direct county staff to research the issues and come back to BOS with 
recommendations on solutions. We’ll work with Randy and Sonia to see what we can do to 
come back with a referral. We will definitely be able to do that in the next couple of weeks, 
but what I would love to see happen is the formation of a task force, to add the additional 
needed information. So as randy is working, the taskforce is working on the ground in 
parallel support.  

 
Mary called on MCSO, Jason Smith: Chief Deputy from enforcement operations. Been here 
27 years I’ve grown up around here. We want to help our counterparts with CHP, 
brainstorming. I don’t need to preach to the choir about staffing in the Sheriff’s office. I’m 
thinking of new ways. Our citizens on patrol.  

 
Dana Carnazzo: Maybe we need that, citizen volunteers from the SO who have been through 
training.  

 
Unnamed speaker: Maybe they can be certified to write tickets.  

 
Sup Adams called on Dawn Addis to comment: I really want to compliment all of your 
advocacy. My office would like to take the lead on creating and leading the taskforce.  

 
Martha: Thank you, that is such an important step forward. I am hoping the taskforce will be 
the place where all those ideas will move forward and help in finding solutions for the long 
term.  

 
Dawn Addis: Mauricio our district rep is here and we will be in touch.  

 
Sup Adams: We need a motion from the council itself that would include a timeline. I will 
look to my colleagues on the council that would be willing to make a motion to work with 
Asm Addis office to assemble the taskforce and move forward. 

 



Motion from Asm Addis, 2nd from Sen Laird.  
All in favor, no opposed.  

 
Sup Adams: Thank you, Martha Diehl. 

 
VI. Old Business  

a. Nacimiento-Fergusson Road Update - Federal Highway Administration  
Update by Fin Eifert from USFS, and Randy Ishii.  

Fin: Copy of presentation is on back table from Federal Highways administration. The 
original project description included 12 sites from rain events in 2021. Including projects to 
restore rain damage to preexisting conditions. And then this year happened and we had quite 
a few new sites emerge. We are editing the project to include the new sites. All site now 
included in the existing contract. They began mobilization on the 15th of august. Now they 
are approaching 6th week of work. Things are going well. Focusing on east side of Naci-
Ferg Road. Timeline includes work on east side through early 2024 and then work on west 
side through August 2024.  New sites from Dec-March 2023, funding through USFS. 
Extended construction to Aug 2024. Coordination between federal highways and USFS and 
other contractors. Contractors working 4, 10-hr days. There are multi day closures during 
construction allowed. Passage through is being maintained as best we can. Closures are 
working on alternating schedules. We get the sense the schedule is working pretty well for 
now, but as we get more feedback we will look to make any changes as needed. Looking at 
threat of potential rains from DEC-March 2024. They will continue to work through winter 
to shorten timeline. They will stop work when rains start and continue as soon as it is safe to 
do so. Construction sites will be maintained by federal hwys contractor during the closure.  

 
Congressman Panetta: Thank you, Fin, and the FHA for being willing to work with our 
office and working together on closures and timeline. The timeline was based on input from 
Big Sur residents so thank you to all of you for your input. If there’s other issues that need to 
be addressed, please know we’re here. Our ultimate goal is getting the project done in timely 
fashion. 

 
Randy Ishii: Would just like to echo thanks. Detours will take place down Los Burros Road. 
USFS has contractor lined up to get road usable as detour.  

 
Mary called for any other comment from Council: none heard.  
Mary called for public comment.  

 
Unnamed individual: Who is going to handle maintenance in off season? 

 
Randy: We need better understanding of what plan is for winter season before the rains. It’s 
our understanding that they will work when there is light rain but will stop when it gets 
heavy.  

 
Unnamed Individual: you guys did a lot of work this last season. We’ve gone from 16 sites 
now to 27, if we don’t get work done, we’re going to just have more sites and longer work.  

 
Randy: Let me get back to you on that. We are preparing for an el nino year. 

 



Sup Adams: The County went out of its way to work on the road and kept a lot of focus on 
that. Any other comments? 

 
Randy Ishii: We understand there is a lot of community interest on this road. Working on 
entering into some kind of agreement with the County. Ms. Kronlund has my contact 
information.  
Closed Old Business.  

 
VII. Reports from Member Agencies 

a. Big Sur Resident North Coast: Martha Karstens. 

Grange:   
We are planning a 75th anniversary on September 30th, 4:30 to 7:30.  It is a potluck event so 
bring something to share. There will be a pie baking contest, have your pie there by 5:30 to 
be included in the judging. Please visit us as www.bigsurgrange.org.  
 
Historical Society: 
Thank you to the Marathon for the grant.  We have finished putting the UV protection on the 
windows at the museum.  We are still only open 1 day a week but we had 86 visitors last 
month.  We are still looking for docents. In conjunction with the Grange 75th anniversary the 
Historical Society will be presenting a program of a narrated slide show about the Grange’s 
history at the event. Work is continuing on our new cookbook, it is at Amazon for the final 
work. Please visit us at www.bigsurhistory.org.    
 
Big Sur CERT:   
We have completed our scheduled CERT training for the year.  The last CPR training was 
held here at the conference center, thank you to the Big Sur Lodge. Upcoming events CERT 
team members will be participating in are the Health Center fair where we will have a table, 
the River Run and Bal Masque. Thank you to the Grange for allowing CERT to use the 
Grange with no charge. Please visit us at www.bigsurcert.org 
 
I also wanted to give a shoutout to Jimmy Panetta, who performed a lifesaving maneuver 
back in Washington DC. Just wanted to congratulate him on that. Everyone should take a 
CPR class. 
 

b. Big Sur Resident, South Coast: Bree Harlan 
Bree: It’s been a pretty mellow summer. Road closure. Residents are getting ready 
for another wet winter and road closures, so residents are stocking up on essentials. 
Residents want to express thanks to USFS, for efforts on Naci Ferg rd and 
maintaining communication with community. We had 3 successful and well attended 
meetings last month. Moving along. Next meeting regarding implementation will 
likely occur April 2024. Road closures continue to affect residents to an extreme 
degree, but we are adapting. Looking forward to reunification of community which 
is cut in half. Hopefully there will be some kind of access across Paul’s slide soon. 
One thing still affecting south coast- mail service. Only getting deliveries once every 
2 weeks. A lot of residents have been getting their mail redirected to Cambria, but 
pacific valley school has been affected and their payroll, not able to get people their 
paychecks on time. Hopefully Congressman Panetta may have some sway with 
postal service, hopefully push deliveries up to once a week. Paul’s slide has been an 
ongoing issue. USPS not coming up to Big Sur South Coast.  

http://www.bigsurhistory.org/
http://www.bigsurcert.org/


 

Rep Panetta asked to talk after the meeting regarding the post office issue.  

 

Bree: I don’t know who to contact about this one, but Google maps does continue to 
direct people over Nacimiento even though it’s closed.  

 

Unnamed commenter: Do the self-report errors on the map on google and the more 
people do it the more it will get attention.  

 

Asm Addis: If you want to reach out to our office, we can try to contact their 
government affairs office.  

 

c. Big Sur Chamber of Commerce: Rick Aldinger 

Rick: Traffic and general business levels continue to be 30-35% lower than normal 
due to the closure of Highway 1 at Paul’s Slide. 

 

As the closure of Highway 1 presents a very significant negative economic impact on 
the Big Sur business community and attendant challenges to residential areas that 
rely on this access, Caltrans is requested to provide the community with regular 
updates on status of closure and anticipated re-opening time frame. 

 

The closure at Paul’s Slide in 2023 has been notable in that there have been very few 
updates on project status this summer and no consistent or reliable time frame by 
which to expect these updates which are critical for businesses to incorporate into 
their planning and budgeting processes. 

 

Additionally, it is requested that Caltrans consider modifying signage at the CMS 
located at PMM 42 (just south of Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn) to indicate that Highway 1 
is closed at Lucia, so that travelers know they can travel as far south as Lucia Lodge 
and the New Camaldoli Hermitage, both of which are open to the public. 

 

d. Community Association of Big Sur: Patte Kronlund 

Patty: I reached out Kate Daniels/Sen Laird office, regarding CalTrans 
communication with upcoming winter with potential el nino and potential more road 
closures. Sen Laird is trying to convene a call about communication. This may need 
to move to a weekly call with stakeholders so we’re all kept current with what we 
can and can’t do. Thank you Randy Ishii for the communication about construction 
companies getting approval/funding for work on Los Burros/Palo Colorado Rd, 
working with contractors to start work. Funding repairs for Palo Colorado funding is 
probably years out, but the road continues to get worse. The road needs to be 
brushed, there is so much overgrowth onto the road itself. The Road could be saved 
so it doesn’t get any worse, but needs some focus from the county.  

 

The CABS Board is pleased to announce that Rachel Goldberger of Partington Ridge 
has joined CABS in the role of Program Manager. In this newly created role Rachel 
will be working closely with the CABS Board and Executive Director to further our 



ongoing initiatives like the Destination Stewardship Plan while exploring new 
opportunities for CABS to support our community. 

 

Rayner Marx’s role supporting Fire Adapted Big Sur is now officially CABS second 
hire as he moves from working as an independent contractor to the CABS’s Fire 
Adapted Community Coordinator. CABS is fortunate to have Rayner on board in this 
role and looks forward to seeing the continued impact of his forward thinking, 
innovative community centered work. 

 

There is also a CABS Board update - Butch Kronlund has been appointed to our 
open Board seat and remains hard at work supporting various CABS initiatives. 

 

There were three VUM meetings in August: Virtual, North Coast, and South Coast. 
CABS leadership were present at each of these meetings and would like to thank all 
who attended and provided input to the USFS staff regarding current challenges in 
Big Sur related to visitation. 

 

The next step for this process is the development of a general project implementation 
plan, which will be guided by the feedback received at these meetings and through 
other forums. It is expected that some of the  changes proposed at these meetings 
could be implemented in the near term and that others will be longer term changes as 
they require environmental review and other forms of approval. 

 

CABS provided financial support for a resupply effort for the south coast led by the 
Big Share, which took place on Saturday August 27th at PV School. The Big Share 
is in conversation with residents of the south coast who are interested in working 
toward a regular and consistent Big Share South Coast, modeled after The Big Share 
at The Grange.  

 

Rayner has begun discussions with additional Big Sur neighborhoods like Front Hill 
about the possibility of Firewise recognition. Partington Ridge has completed all 
application work for Firewise status and they are doing a final review before  
submitting the application to CAL FIRE/NFPA.  

CABS / FABS was awarded a substantial grant via Cal Fire this summer that will 
play a crucial role in advancing our ongoing fire preparedness efforts. CABS / FABS 
has worked with Fire Safe Council,  Resource Conservation District, Esselen Tribe 
and others to explore additional grant opportunities.  

 

Several CABS board members have been hard at work on a new version of the 
CABS phone book which will include businesses and residential info. They have 
created a form to be distributed so that people can opt in. The form will be available 
via the Round Up, CABS listserv and neighborhood lists, as well as postcards. The 
group’s goal is to have the phone book printed and available by December. 

 

e. County of Monterey Planning Department: Melanie Beretti 

Melanie: I want to first say that I put some cards on the back if you have questions or 
want more info, please just get in touch with me.  



List of current development projects that are under review is in your packet or in the 
back. If you have questions,  

 

Garrapata Bridge Rail Project- will be coming back to BOS for consideration. 
CalTrans will be doing a community outreach design-type workshop.  

 

Big Sur Land Use Plan- solidly tracking we will have a draft to the public early 
November. We are planning a December 13th planning commission meeting, where 
will plan to workshop the plan.  

 

We are updating our coastal regulations to adhere to state law for accessory dwelling 
units and junior accessory dwelling units. While we’re working with the Coastal 
Commission incorporating their amendments to title 20, it does include updates 
necessary for consistency to a couple of the land use plans to be compliant with state 
law for the ADUs and JADUs. 

 

We are updating our housing element, which is part of our general plan and our 
safety element and developing a new environmental justice element.  

 

We have available for public input now a community survey, if you have thoughts of 
how we can better push that out, please follow up with me. It will be available for a 
few more weeks for public input. 

 

f. Monterey Peninsula Regional Parks District: Caine Camarillo 

Caine: District continues to recover from past winter storm. We are going to be 
breaking ground on a few significant projects including a trail in the Palo Corona 
back country, thank you to FEMA.  

 

Continue to undergo several different fuel reduction projects. Palo Corona back 
country, Santa Lucia Preserve among others.  

 

District is also midway through its 2nd annual cross-country season. Cooperation 
with partners at Big Sur Marathon foundation. These events are highly organized and 
tremendous compliments to those folks.  

  

Be on lookout for the next “Let’s Go Outdoors” catalog for fall/winter season for 
talks, walks, hikes, all free and open to public. 

 

Finally, want to give compliments to Carrie for all the work you’ve done at the Palo 
Corona back country and Mill creek sampling for sudden oak death and Larry Borne 
for his continued vigilance at the Mill Creek Redwood Preserve as the District’s 
caretaker. Would like to acknowledge Kathleen Lee and Kelly Sorenson, thank you 
for being here.  

 

g. California Coastal Commission: Breylen Ammen, Kevin Kahn (Martha Karstens 
commented that Mary accidentally skipped Coastal Commission so CCC went after 
Caltrans).  



Breylan: All we have today is a brief personnel update. Sean Drake has accepted a 
position as Senior Leg Analyst in Sacramento. I am coastal planner for 
unincorporated Monterey County, and this is Keven Kahn who is District Manager 
for Central Coast District Office, and we’re working on filling Sean’s position.  

 

 

h. CalTrans: John Olejnik 

John: As far as Paul’s slide goes, work continues 7 days a week during daylight 
hours. With daylight time shortening, that work is shortening, but crews are working 
diligently. Recent update regarding movement of the slide in August caused work to 
stop briefly. Working to provide more pictures and drone videos to paint picture of 
the large scale and help correlate that to timing of completing. We don’t have any 
estimate of timing for completion due to the scale of the slide and the obliteration of 
everything below the highway line. As you saw in last update the work will allow 
opportunity for the road to go slightly inland. When we have more updates, we’ll 
continue to use social media, which is the fastest way to reach everybody. Try to get 
updates out by 5pm every day, if not the next morning. We are concerned as the 
winter looms in.  

 

Someone mentioned Garrapata bridge rails. That continues work through the process 
and we’re working with the BoS soon. We brought back the Aesthetics Design 
Advisory Committee for a reunion meeting. There are additional adjustments that 
we’ve been able to make to bring forward to this group. We’ll continue to work with 
everyone and share what we can. Looking forward to meeting and working with 
Sonia and all of Monterey County.  

 

The young folks representing the young woman that went missing, they asked if we 
could all do one thing. So I have been thinking about that, and the one thing I’m 
going to commit to is that I am going to find all the information about this, and 
provide that to our crews that are working and living in the Big Sur area so that all 
have it readily available. 

 

Sonia De La Rosa commented that Salinas PD and Sheriff’s office shared 
information about the missing woman and the county has shared on their social 
media if anyone needs access to that, it’s on the County Facebook page.  

 

Patte Kronlund also commented that CABS put out a notification within the last 
month about Ms. Garcia. Her car was found at Little Sur River, but her family nor 
her and ever been to Big Sur. Her phone, keys and personal belongings were found 
inside her car. CABS is going to share that information again, because so many of us 
drive by Little Sur.  

 

Marcus Foster commented back to CalTrans update regarding Garrapata Bridge. 
Asked when the current work there is supposed to be completed.  

 

John: I will have to go back and look at the timing on that, but I can tell you after the 
meeting. Our current work is part of our ongoing efforts to preserve the life of the 



bridges in Big Sur, it’s an electro chloride extraction process, and what it does is it 
takes the 90-year-old concrete and steel and help preserve their life.  

 

Unnamed Individual: Is there a hiking path through Paul’s slide? 

 
John: Right now, there is no access through Paul’s slide, as it’s safer for everyone 
and keeps the working moving. There is nothing now, but as more road is developed 
we are always reevaluating.  

 

i. California State Parks and Recreation: Marcos Ortega 

Marcos:  most of you noticed the park has been closed. Ongoing paving that will 
finish off today. Hopefully coinciding with traffic light being gone, plan to reopen 
tomorrow morning. 

 

Pfeiffer Falls, the bridge damage is funded and working through the process for 
repairs. There is still a trail hike through valley view partially. 

 

Bridge repairs to Point Sur Bridges, set to be completed by November, thank you sen 
Laird.  

 

Halloween tours of the lighthouse continue 21st of October and 28th, go to 
pointsur.org.  

 

Coastal cleanup day, 3rd weekend of September. That’s this Saturday. Big Sur Beach 
this Saturday, 9am – Noon. Bring your own gloves, bucket water.  

 

We do have some scheduled work in Partington Cove for 2nd and 3rd week of 
October. That will be closed. 

 

Limekiln, with the recent opening and CalTrans providing access to the park. We’ve 
been doing a lot of work there. The park has been off grid, we’ve restored power by 
fixing the old generator, providing backup generator, continuing to work on having 
other utilities like internet, trash services and onboarding park staff to have that open 
up. We’re planning on having that park initially open to day use, and the 
campground will be closed but will provide more coastal access by being able to 
utilize the campsite.  

 

In the absence of having ranger and law enforcement personnel service here. We 
have entered into an arrangement with SLO parks to provide support.  

 

Introduce Dan Shaw, new Deputy District Superintendent.  

John Haus, my counterpart and Monterey Sector Manager has quick announcement:  

 

John Haus: starting September we initiated a visitor use survey and traffic survey for 
Point Lobos and Big Sur. Online survey. Would be very helpful to get engagement 
from groups like this. Looking at congestion along highway and in the reserve. As 



well as parking issues. Also looking at walk in visitation to the reserve. Data will be 
helpful in improving visitor experience. We have fliers on back table. 

 

Bree: When will Limekiln be reopened for day use? 

Marcos: We don’t have a date yet, but we hope before the next BSMAAC.  

j. Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary: Karen Grimmer 

Karen: The potential Federal government shutdown which may start of October 1st will 
impact sanctuary services, including emergency response capabilities, research and vessel 
missions, and education programming.  Visitor centers and offices will be closed during a 
shut down. We are hoping this does not happen and a continuing resolution or other option 
will be the outcome. 
 

The Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary has been proposed and documents 
released to the public. NOAA released for public comment the draft designation documents 
for the proposed national marine sanctuary. This action comes after the agency conducted a 
thorough analysis and evaluated feedback from the public, stakeholders, tribes and 
Indigenous communities, scientists, and federal and state agencies. The proposed sanctuary 
designation stretches along 134 miles of coastline and would encompass more than 5,600 
square miles of water off of the Central California coast. The public comment period is open 
until Oct. 25, 2023.  Please offer your perspective and comments at Regulation.gov. 
 

Agency-Preferred Alternative 

Alternative 2 and Sub-Alternative 5b 

 

https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/chumash-heritage/


 
Map Caption: The Agency-Preferred Alternative boundary prioritizes manageability and 

fulfillment of sanctuary purposes, while focusing on areas of historical importance to the 

Chumash tribes and natural resources important to their heritage 

The Pacific Fishery Management Council recommended that three areas (Ano 
Nuevo, Ascension Canyon, and Sur Ridge), described in the Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries scoping document, move forward for consideration for potential 
closures to promote coral restoration and research.  The Council also asked NMFS to 
explore use of its discretionary regulatory authority to close these areas to all bottom 
contact gears, including fisheries managed by the state of California.   NMFS will 
explore use of discretionary authorities, including potential application to state-
managed fisheries. 

 

k. United States Forest Service: Fin Eifert 

Fin: Storm Damage is significant this year. Ongoing process so want to acknowledge 
partnerships and ongoing efforts to mitigate challenges from residents and other Big 
Sur organizations. Since Jan 9, we’ve reopened over 150 miles of roads, 15 
developed recreation sites and some trails.  

 

Challenges we’ve faced include Los Burros road failure. Finally got a contractor 
assigned, report from them is that they’ve complete phase 1 of the project as of 
9/21/23, and phase 2 starts next week which will require some closures on Sep 28 
and 29 from 7:45am – 4:30pm, and again on 30th of September from 8:00am to 
1:00pm. There will be additional work from the contractor to come in and do some 
dips to help with drainage in that area but we are nearing completion on that project 
which is good news. Do want to emphasize to folks that this is a level 2 road. A level 
2 is defined as high clearance vehicles necessary and passenger car traffic is not a 
consideration. These roads have attributes like low traffic volume and low speed, 
typically local road, typically a connector. Dips are the preferred drainage treatment, 
it’s not subject to the requirements of the Highway Safety Act, surface smoothness is 
not a consideration and it’s not suitable for passenger cars. So, we are repairing those 
roads to those standards. The Dips seem a little high now, but over time they will 
compact and lessen. These were in place in the first place, we are not doing millions 
of dollars of repair on these roads.  

 

GAOA Project work: Contractor has completed work on this project that included 
South Coast Ridge Rd, Los Burros, Plasket, Prewitt, Alms and Cohen Peak Rd. Most 
of those roads are level 2 roads and were brought back to that standard, a few are 
level 3 roads.  

 

I have the handbook if you have questions about what levels 2 and 3 are and I would 
be happy to chat with you about that afterwards.  

  

Bree touched on Visitor Use Management effort: Back in August we held 3 
meetings. One at Pacific valley School, one Virtual and one at Big Sur Lodge. These 
were well attended, and we thank you for the positive energy. Working on 
synthesizing the info that came from all those meetings and drafting a summary. 

https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2023/08/h-2-a-onms-report-1-scoping-document.pdf/


Anticipate that report in the next 30days. Target to complete the Visitor Use 
Management Plan by April 2024. There will be more opportunities for future public 
engagement, but no timeline for those right now. 

 

Message from Officer Johnathan Ares: he is seeing an increase in unauthorized use 
and access of Nacimiento Ferguson Road and Los Burros Road by friends of friends, 
distant relatives, etc. over the summer months. Obvious to him that the code is being 
given out to unauthorized people. Creating issues to continue access for residents 
that live in the area. He wanted me to note that any violators that he catches will be 
given citations. Authorized individuals are those listed on the Forest order, or with 
written permission from the District Ranger or Forest Supervisor. Illegal campfires 
are down from previous years, likely due to road closures. Some campfire activity 
reported on the pine ridge trail, when Officer Ares returns, he is planning overnight 
wilderness patrols to control illegal campfire activity.  

 

Officer Ares would like to thank Monterey County Sheriff for renewing the MOU 
between the agencies.  

 

Hiring update: Would like to introduce our new Range Technician. He is the 1st 
dedicated range employee in the Monterey District in decades. Parker Aaronson. 
Joining us from Montana and he and his partner are currently residing at the Brazil 
ranch. So will be out here on the Coast.  

On Monday, we will be bringing on 3 new Recreation Technicians. In the next 3 
weeks or so, around middle to late October we will be bringing on additional 3-4 
techs, and currently in December we are scheduled for another 3, total of 9 new techs 
by end of year.  

 

Also, in the process of filling a biologist position for the District. Paperwork is 
moving forward and expect the person to be on staff in next 6-8 weeks.  

 

Additionally, an archeologist, fuels staff and resource officer to replace me as I move 
into the District Ranger role.  

 

Tomorrow is National Public Lands Day. Here in Monterey Ranger District because 
access to forest areas are limited, we’re holding our event in King City from 9am-
1pm.  

 

l. Monterey County 5th District Supervisor: Mary Adams 

Sup Adams: Just want to underscore what everyone has said and thank everyone for 
paying attention to Arelie Garcia.  
 
Big Sur Camping signage. We are working through the process, increasing the fine 
to $1000. Working on final steps, going through the California Traffic Control 
Devices Committee, we were able to get permission for law enforcement to now 
issue citations. Just now need to figure out where we’re going to put the signs.  

 



We were contacted about PG&E poles in Big Sur that had numerous holes from 
woodpeckers. We had PG&E come out to assess the poles and have been able to get 
them replaced.  

 

Logjam, I’m thankful that we’re moving forward with that, and that we have Ara.  

 

Coastal Road/Bixby Bridge, I am putting in the referral. Taskforce, Dawn Addis is 
stepping in for that.  

 

Big Sur Softball, Congratulations to the Big Sur Deli team for their season win.  

ADUs, Melanie touched on this. In effort to streamline the ADU building process. 
The County is going to be offering 3 pre-approved ADU building plans, available to 
homeowners. Smaller, independent residential dwelling located on the same lot as a 
single-family home. Pre-designed ADU plans are free of charge, and have been 
reviewed, stamped, and approved. Will not require structural engineering review. 
Use of plans will save time and money when applying for a building permit. This is 
ONLY for NEW CONSTRUCTION, not for modifying garages or other units. The 
plans offer some modifications, before using the plans you should contact the 
Housing And Community Development Department, because a permit is still 
required before construction and other limitations may apply. More info is available 
online.  

We’ve been working on the housing element update. We held 2 community meetings 
to share information about the process and obtain community input. Still working on 
this, looking at where housing can be built, we need more housing for our residents. 
Big Sur is prime example of need for workforce housing. Will be reviewed by the 
BoS, and the Monterey County Planning Commission.  

 

Martha Diehl: Between all the planning efforts, the Big Sur Land Use Advisory 
Committee has been extremely helpful in getting through. With the death of Mary 
Trotter, we are desperate for community members to step forward and I know your 
office will coordinate requests so that we can try to fill that working body back up 
and stay on track. 

 

Mary: Thank you for that Martha, we will get a notice sent out about needing new 
members again. 

 

m. 30th District, California State Assembly: Dawn Addis 

Asm Addis: I wanted to appreciate something Marcos said at the beginning about 
where the important voices are. Being here in this room, we really view this as an 
accordion process so we’re here at the meetings, we’re taking this to Sacramento, 
we’re trying to make change. Along those line, having a State Parks rep here, our 
assembly district, I believe, has the most state parks than any other assembly district 
in the legislature, it’s wonderful to hear about that work. That means Sen Laird 
probably has the most in the Senate because his district is bigger than ours.  

 



In Sacramento I sit on the natural resources committee, the ocean protection council 
and then along with Sen Laird, we’ve started the Central Coast Caucus. We’re 
working together to advocate for issues that are important to people in this room.  

 

In terms of legislation, we’ve focused on housing, on children and families, on 
climate resiliency through ocean health and kelp restoration. I want to just make this 
comment on housing, there has been a lot of emphasis in the state legislature to do 
things around housing. It’s been our perspective and I’ll echo was Sup Adams said 
that we need to do housing in the right way, especially when we’re in the coastal 
zone. So, we’ve been very strong advocate for protecting the coastal zone, for being 
aligned with the coastal commission, and make sure that we’re making the kinds of 
decision that represent this area.  

 

The budget, there was tons of bad news about the budget this year. I would say the 
state assembly really advocated to bring money back into our districts and so we 
were able to get 5 million dollars for the district. The Assembly district has 3 
counties, Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Luis Obispo. Half of our budget request 
came to Monterey County by design. The Elkhorn Slough area, and the Marina 
health clinic. We’re trying to concentrate our resources in the North part of our 
District.  

 

Broadband was on the agenda, it got postponed, but I did want to say that our office 
has been working to advocate, and my seatmate [indicating Sen Laird] is Chair of 
Communications and Conveyance. We’ve been working to really advocate that Big 
Sur in included in the new middle mile maps. If you have feedback about 
Broadband, please reach out to our office.  

  

Proud to honor Big Sur Health Clinic as our non-profit of the year.  

 

In teams of South Coast, I actually live in Morro Bay. So, Pauls’ slide has a direct 
impact to me attending BSMAAC and getting up to the north district. We have to say 
thank you to CalTrans who is fielding consistent calls from our office, so appreciate 
all the work you’ve done to communicate with us. If CABS is organizing a meeting, 
we’d love to be a support for that. 

  

We field a lot of calls around EDD, and many of the calls from the South Coast from 
people who were not able to get to work any longer, and so if you know folks that 
are out there that are still not able to access personal income because of the road 
closures please reach out to me.  

 

My staff and I will likely convene a meeting regarding Arelie Garcia, likely reaching 
out to law enforcement and the County to find out what the coordinated effort is. 
Social media is not enough and I think we will need more coordination to find her. 
The data cited by Arelie’s friends that came here is really true. We have an initiative 
in the Assembly, we have one person who is Native American who has been really 
strong in terms of pushing the initiatives around murdered and missing indigenous 
women, and that data is real. So anything we can do, our office is here and will 
initiate that phone call. 



 

n. 17th District, California State Senate: John Laird 

Sen Laird: First, we were all down here during the storms and the CAO had been 
here a matter of days, and Dawn has been here a matter of weeks, Ara has come on 
since then and has stepped up on the Carmel River and it’s a wonderful breath of 
fresh air from the County and I wanted to call them out on it.  
 
I have 17 bills on the Governor’s desk, and one of them is about sea level rise 
planning that goes through all the local planning in the Bay Area and the central 
coast and I’m hopeful that will get signed.  
 
When I first came back to the Senate, Martha said, you gotta work on fire insurance.  
Much to all our amazement there was an announcement last night there is a 
framework for a deal, and we’re trying to figure it out. The Governor and the 
Insurance Commissioner, the outline of it, is that you would be required to deliver 
insurance at the same ratio you deliver it in non-fire zones. The rates would be 
allowed to float based on hazard modeling, and the insurance companies would be 
required to carry the Fair program in the hopes that it would lower the rates in some 
way. Bound to be people pissed off on different parts of that. 
 
Broadband. Our offices have all been talking. I have a draft letter to the PUC 
President to ask them to correct what their map said about Big Sur.  
 
I appreciate the discussion about the Logjam, we’re going to see it right after this 
meeting.  
 
I have my eyes on the Pacific Valley School situation. Lucky that we intervened and 
got the state to not have to re-certify every year.  
 
Lastly, we have submitted a letter from me on the Chumash Sanctuary. The draft map 
shrunk it, and a lot of us are advocating it to go back to the original map. It has been 
coordinated with the offshore wind. There is a defined offshore wind area, there is a 
defined sanctuary area, and they can try to mesh the two together.  

 
o. 19th District, United States Congress: Jimmy Panetta 

Rep. Panetta: My office continues to monitor this progress to ensure a positive 
relationship between the Federal Highway Administration and the community, 
repairs continue on schedule, and is prepared to advocate for additional funding 
should additional damage occur this winter. These meetings are a testament to the 
Big Sur Community’s engagement and pride. I’m looking forward to our continued 
partnership. 
 
So far, we are in wildfire season so we are continuing to push certain bills for federal 
forest especially with upcoming Farm Bill. Ensuring that the Wildfire Emergency 
Act I’m doing with Dianne Feinstein gets included in that to provide forest 
restoration and resiliency projects, and then working with Doug LaMalfa on 
bipartisan bill on the Forest Protect and Wildland Firefighter Safety Act to provide 
access for Federal Firefighters so they can have more tools to fight fire when they 
need it.  



 
Broadband and Telecomm. The Infrastructure Bill we passed, $42.45 Billion with 
California receiving $1.86 billion. The CPUC is responsible for where that goes, and 
that depends on certain maps. What we’re seeing and what we are hearing from you, 
is that those maps are wrong when it comes to Big Sur. There are discrepancies and 
there are inaccuracies as to where there is connectivity. So we wrote a letter last 
week explaining to the President of CPUC about these inaccuracies and that they 
work with you so they have a better informed map so that we can get our fair share 
of that funding.  
 
NOAA Weather transmitter. Working with NOAA to make sure there is one at Post 
Ranch. We are waiting for authorization and working to get it funded through the 
appropriations process.  
 
Regarding Government Shutdown. When a shutdown occurs, there are services that 
stop and services that are limited. What is worse is that there are going to be 2.2 
million federal employees that will not get a paycheck. A government shutdown is 
not in the best interest of the American people, my constituents in California’s 19th 
Congressional District, or the residents of Big Sur. With the services in Big Sur, as an 
example the Forest Service here, they are going to stop getting paid. Here is an 
example of real people who are being hurt by this shutdown. The National Parks will 
be closed, the forest lands will be closed. They will not be monitored, there will not 
be any enforcement. There will be emergency services that are available: Military, 
social security, Medicare, vets’ medical care, air traffic control, postal services. But 
there will be ripple effects that some of the other services that will be open will be 
slowed down. The Coast Guard will still be operating, but they will not be getting a 
paycheck. [Rep Panetta went on to share some personal thoughts about why the 
shutdown is happening this time around and some options going forward to avoid the 
shutdown and future shutdowns]. Our office is here, and my office and my staff will 
continue to work, regardless of the shutdown. 
 

VIII. Reports from Non-Member Agencies on Issues Pertinent to Big Sur  

a. California Highway Patrol 

Ian Troxel: As far as a taskforce goes, please reach out. John and Oscar would 
like to be part of that taskforce regarding Bixby Bridge. We’ll continue to 
enforce what we can, educate the public through social media and also give our 
engineering requirements out to public works and other necessary.  

 

b. Monterey County Sheriff’s Office 

Capt. Smith: Same thing, here to support where we can. Please reach out.  

 

Martha Diehl: Can you update us on Deputy Villasenor? 

 

Capt Smith: Right now, he is still working in this area. I believe he will be 
officially out in mid-October. He will still be in the Monterey Station, but will 
not be assigned to Big Sur. We are making great strides in hiring and working to 
fill all the gaps.  

 

c. Big Sur Fire 



Matt Harris: We’ve had 177 calls for the year, which is about 17% less than last 
year. We are working on improving communications with a repeater.  

 

The Paul’s slide closure is still challenging for us, and I do echo CABS request 
for more coordination meetings. 

 

Internally, we are mostly training for wildland fires. We are at height of wildfire 
season. Working on deferred maintenance and improvement around our stations. 

 

October, November, and December is fundraising season. We’ll be participating 
in MCGives! again, and we hope that everyone is aware and we have a bunch of 
events coming up and we’ll provide medical standby at those.  

Congratulate FABS at CABS on getting Firewise communities recognized. 
Clearridge is 2nd Firewise community which is a huge success. Jesse Villasenor 
will be sorely missed by our BSFirefighters, as will Mary Trotter.  

 

d. Big Sur Byway Organization 

Martha Diehl: Next meeting is Dec 6. We are only funded for more than one 
meeting per quarter. You can participate by zoom for members of the public and 
we usually meet at fire station in highlands. Encourage all participation. Every 
individual/agency we can find an address for will get a letter to remind them that 
you signed the agreement to further the Coast Highway Management Plan.  

 

IX. Adjournment – 1:27pm.  
 
Next Meeting – Friday, December 15th, 2023  
~Thank you to the Big Sur Lodge for your hospitality and for the use of the conference room at the Big Sur Lodge~ 


