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John Laird

OCCUPATION:

California State Senator, District 17

(CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS)

Four years ago, | pledged to work for affordable housing and universal health insurance, tackle climate change and
improve public education. As Senator, I've done just that by authoring 46 bills signed into law. Some examples include
addressing climate change, improving fire prevention, and requiring more efficient state buildings. | also authored the
original bill that led to development of the Fort Ord Veterans Cemetery. When the children of fallen officers did not get
the same survivor benefits as others, | authored a law to fix that.

While serving as Senate Education Budget Subcommittee Chair, a substantial increase in public education funding was
approved, as well as billions for higher education housing. | achieved restoration of UC's Cooperative Agriculture
Extension, supporting 4-H Clubs and helping small farms.

| was a leader in getting the Pajaro River levee project fully funded. | helped get funds to address local homelessness.
| negotiated a compromise for the Coastal Trail in Big Sur. | secured funding for the arts in Seaside and a senior center
in Marina. I'm committed to a sustainable water supply on the Monterey Peninsula and support for South County dam
repair.

In the years since | first represented Monterey County as a legislator, we have weathered atmospheric rivers, flooding,
fires, road closures, a housing crisis — and much more. In many cases, we've thrived in the process of resolving our
challenges.

There is much more to do — especially on climate change, healthcare and housing. I'm energized and ready to continue
contributing my experience and drive to serve our community. | respectfully ask for your vote.






