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RECEIVE

October 24, 2008

Mr. Carl Holm. AICP

Monterey County Planning Dept.
168 W. Alisal St., 2nd floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Re: Correction of my 10/23/08 letier

Dear Mr. Holm:

This is a copy of the e-mail il sent you today to correct a mistake in the letier | sent you yesterday
regarding mistakes in the DEIR for GPU-5 and also to offer examples that might make help the
planning staff to understand my concerns.

The mistake appears on page 3 of yesterday's letter where | speak of the posi-2006 trend in the loss
of Monterey County prime farmland. It should say the pos-2004 trent, not the post-2006 trend.

The three attachments to this letter should be viewed side-by-side to see the critical information i
found after | tracked down correct reference #35 in DEIR Section 11.

*  Attachment #1 is page 4.2-6 of the DEIR containing Tables 4.2-5 and 4.2-6. The DEIR tables
show the trend in loss of Monterey County prime farmland with only three reference points:
1984, 1994, and 2006. The rate of post-2004 loss cannot be determined.

° Attachment #2 is from the {corrected) reference #35 website. It breaks down Monterey

County-farmland-conversion-from-1984-to-2006-into-eleven-two-year-intervals-and-states——
that the average annual acreage change over that 22-year period is 416 acres per year.

*  Attachment #3 is also from the reference #35 website. It states that the total acreage of
Monterey County prime farmland from 2004 to 2006 was 2,711 acres, which would be a
post-2004 acreage change during those two years of 1,355 acres.

In other words, the post-2004 average annual acreage loss of Monterey County prime farmiand is
three times greater than the average annual loss in the preceding twenty years. This trend is not
disclosed in either GPU-5 nor in the DEIR. | learned of it only because ! spent several hours tracking

D

down the correct reference for Section 11 #35.
I will mail you a hard copy of this letter and the attachments.

Yours truly,

Qe £t



19501
Text Box
I-7c

19501
Line

19501
Text Box
1


I-7¢

Count"y of Monterey Planning and Environmental Impacts
Building Inspection Department ’ Agriculture Resources

Table 4.2-5. Agricultural Land Use Summary

Acres Percent Change

Land Use Category 1984 1994 2006 19842006 (%)
Prime Farmland 176,779‘ 174,681 167,636 -5.2
Farmland of Statewide Importance 37,762 37,961 43,402 +14.9
Unique Farmland 10,875 13,074 25,104 +131.0
Important Farmland subtotal 225,416 225,716 236,142 - +4.6
Grazing Land 1,081,510 1,080,452 1,065,577 -1.5
Agricultural Land subtotal 1,306,926 1,306,168 1,301,719 -0.04

~ Urban Land 42,374 47,112 55,951 +32.0
Other . 765,284 761,302 . 757,210 _ -1.1
Water 6,544 6,545 6,246 -4.6
Total Land 2,121,128 2,121,128 2,121,128

Sources: California Department of Conservation. Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. Monterey
County Historic Land Use Conversion. 1982 to Present. Accessed: http://redirect.conservation.ca.gov/
DLRP/fmmp/pubs/1984-Present/mnt_1984-Present.xls.

California Department of Conservation. Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. Monterey County
Important Farmland Data Availability. Land Use Conversion Table 2004—2006. This table is available online
through the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program: http://redirect.conservation.ca.gov/DLRP/fmmp/
county info_results.asp.

As a percentage of total land in Monterey County, agricultural uses have held
constant at more than 61% for the past 20 years. While several thousand acres of
agricultural land were converted to urban uses during that period, land continues
to be brought into production, and, as of 2006, urban uses represent less than 3%
of total land use in Monterey County. Table 4.2-6 summarizes land use as a
percentage of the total area of Monterey County.

Table 4.2-6. Land Use as a Percentage of Monterey County Area

Land Use 1984 1994 2006
Important Farmland 10.6 10.6 11.1
Grazing Land 51.0 50.9 50.2
Agricultural Land total 61.6 61.5 61.3
Urban Land 2.0 2.2 2.6

Source: California Department of Conservation. Farmland Mapping and Monitoring

"Program. Monterey County Important Farmland Data Availability. 1984-2006 Land
Use Summary. Accessed: http://redirect.conservation.ca.gov/DLRP/fmmp/pubs/
1984-Present/mnt_1984-Present.xls.

Attachmént #1

Draft Environmental Impact Report September 2008
Monterey County 2007 General Plan 4.2-6
Monterey County, California J&S 00982.07
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Attachment # 2
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