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Monterey County Planning Commissioners
RMA-Planning Salinas Permit Center

168 W. Alisal Street, 2" floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Via email: RotharmelL@co.monterey.ca.us
RE: General Plan Update — PLN 070525

February 24, 2009

Dear Chairman Vandevere and Planning Commissioners,

Action Pajaro Valley (APV), focused on land-use issues in the Pajaro Valley,
formed in 1998 initiated by a wide variety of community interests including
business, government, agriculture, labor, education, health and environmental
stakeholders. Representatives from these diverse interests came together as APV
conducted a visioning and growth management strategy process. APV facilitated
community outreach activities that were wide reaching and bilingual in nature
throughout the Pajaro Valley.

The outcome of the process was a Growth Management Strategy for the Pajaro
Valley that includes designated communities, growth policies, design principles and
recommendations for implementation. One of the designated communities is the
town of Pajaro. In APV’s Growth Management Strategy document it recommends
the following; “In conjunction with the Monterey County General Plan update
process, the town of Pajaro shall pursue housing infill, redevelopment and
expansion opportunities with a range of product types.” APV's Growth Management
Strategy was endorsed by a wide-range of stakeholders and is the basis for the
continued success of our work as an organization facilitating long-range land use
planning in the Pajaro Valley.

APV’s broad-based Pajaro Subcommittee, who is evaluating the option of
initiating a Pajaro Community Plan process, supports the Monterey County General
Plan designation of Pajaro as a “Priority Community Plan Area.” We are proud to
have been a part of the work the Redevelopment Area Citizens Advisory Committee
and we acknowledge the great work that has been done by the County to improve
Pajaro and help plan for its future.

We recognize that flood protection and infrastructure improvements are
important issues facing the entire Pajaro Valley. Action Pajaro Valley’'s Pajaro River
Task Force is working diligently on finding a consensus solution to the Pajaro River
Levee Reconstruction Project. We consider the Task Force’s work as yet another
way that Action Pajaro Valley is assisting with solutions toward a better future for
Pajaro.

Again, on behalf of our Pajaro Subcommittee of our Growth Management
Strategy Committee, we support the classification of Pajaro as a Priority Community
Plan Area and look forward to working with the County in the future. If you need to
contact me, you can reach me at 831 786 8536 ext. 103.

Sincerely,

Lisa Dobbins
Executive Director

Cc: Monterey County Board of Supervisors- via Clerk of the Board
Wayne Tanda and Alana Knaster, Resource Management Agency
Mike Novo and Carl Holm, RMA-Planning Agency
Jim Cook and Jerry Hernandez, Redevelopment & Housing Agency
Curtis Weeks, General Manager, Monterey County Water Resource Agency
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