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Pesticide Handler Training 
Requirements

Employee handlers
must complete
pesticide handler
safety training before
they are allowed to
handle any pesticide.
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Qualified Safety Trainers 

The trainer must be qualified as a:
- PCA
- PAC
- Farm advisor
- Person who has completed a “train the trainer” 

program



4

Handler Training Requirements

Employers must 
have a written 
training program 
for employees 
who handle 
pesticides.
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Handler Training Requirements

Training program can include 
pesticide labels, videos, and 
study guides.
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Handler Training Requirements

Each employee training 
record must be verified 
by the employee’s 
signature.
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Handler Training Requirements

Employers must train each employee for each 
pesticide they handle.



8

The acute and chronic effects 
Delayed effects 
Sensitization 

Handler Training Requirements



9

Routes by which pesticides can enter the body

Handler Training Requirements
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Handler Training Requirements

Training must also cover signs and symptoms of 
pesticide exposure
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Emergency first aid for pesticide overexposure

Handler Training Requirements
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Handler Training Requirements

Emergency medical care must be planned 
in advanced  
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Decontamination procedures

Spill clean up

Importance of showering with soap 
and warm water 

Handler Training Requirements
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Handler Training Requirements 

- Make sure that 
employees use 
pesticides according to 
laws and regulations. 

- Provide personal 
protective equipment 
to employees and 
make sure that they 
use it.
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Heat illness prevention, 
recognition, and 
first aid

Handler Training Requirements
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Handler Training Requirements

Safety requirements and procedures for:
Handling
Transporting
Storing
Disposing
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Handler Training Requirements

Environmental concerns such as drift, runoff, and 
other wildlife hazards must be covered
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Handler Training Requirements

Warning about taking pesticides or their 
containers home.
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Handler Training Requirements

Employers are 
responsible for 
displaying:
-The 
completed 
A-8

-Safety Data 
Sheets for 
each pesticide 
applied.
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Handler Training Requirements

Before 
employees 
are allowed 
to handle 
pesticides a 
copy of the 
completed A-
8 needs to be 
displayed.
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Pesticide Container Storage

Pesticide containers, including empties, cannot be 
left unattended, disposed of, handled, emptied or 
stored in a manner that would present a hazard 
to:
– People
– Animals (Including Bees)
– Food/Feed
– Crops
– Property
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“Triple” Rinsing

-Use clean water to 
rinse in the container, 
close securely, and 
shake.

-Drain rinse solution 
from container into 
tank mix for 30 
seconds. 

-Repeat steps above a 
minimum of two more 
times.
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Pesticide Disposal

Before disposing of containers:

-Rinse until clean
-Remove foil
-Remove the label
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Pesticide Storage

Containers must be kept in an enclosed, locked 
storage area when not in use. 

NO! YES!
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Pesticide Storage

Storage area must be marked with a pesticide 
warning sign.
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Questions?
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For More Information

Come by and see us! 

Call us at 759-7340 
OR 
Visit our website at ag.co.monterey.ca.us

Thank you!


