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PESTICIDE USE REQUIREMENTS

YnjjjjjjYvette Hilber, Agricultural Inspector/Biologist
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Overview

Pesticide Registration Process:

• Federal

• State

• 24(c) Special Local Need 

(SLN)
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Overview

• Exempt Products
- 25(b) materials

• What can I use on 

Cannabis?
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Definitions
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What is FIFRA?
• The Federal Insecticide, 

Fungicide, and 

Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)

• Enacted by Congress in 

1947; amended in 1972

• As of 1970, administered 

by the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA)
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What is a pesticide?

• Any substance or 

mixture of substances 

intended to prevent, 

destroy, repel, 

or mitigate any pest;
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What is a pesticide?

• A plant regulator,defoliant, 

or desiccant

• In California this includes 

adjuvants and plant 

growth regulators
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What is a pest?

• Any organism that is 

undesirable or may be 

harmful:

° insect, rodent, 

nematode, fungus, 

weed.
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DEPARTMENT OF PESTICIDE REGULATION 

(DPR) GUIDANCE

• DPR Enforcement 

Letter ENF-17-03

• Pesticide Use on 

Cannabis
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Pesticide Registration

Federal
The process in which the EPA 

examines:

• the ingredients of the pesticide;

• the particular site or crop where it is 

to be used;

• the amount, frequency, and timing of 

its use; and

• storage and disposal practices.
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Pesticide Registration

• California provides 

a guidance 

document for 

registrants similar 

to EPA’s Label 

Review Manual.

State:
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Special Local Needs (SLN)

− Section 24(c)

− Allows states to issue a 

SLN for a need that 

cannot be addressed 

by a currently 

registered product.
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Understanding Pesticides

All products sold in US 

with pesticide claims on 

the label

– Must either be EPA 

registered or

– Exempt from registration 

under “Section 25B”
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Exempt Products

• Minimum risk 

pesticides that meet 

certain criteria are 

exempt from federal 

registration under 

section 25(b) of 

(FIFRA). 
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List of 25 (b) products
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25 (b) products examples

Cinnamon
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Pesticide Use Requirements

Before using any 

pesticide: 

• ALWAYS read 

the pesticide label.
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Pesticide Use Requirements

Federally Restricted Use 

California Restricted Material
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Pesticide Use Requirements

Federally Restricted Use

• Pesticides recognized by 

EPA as too dangerous for 

general use

• Requires a certified 

applicator to purchase 

and use 
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Pesticide Use Requirements

• California system designates certain pesticides 

as Restricted Materials based on potential 

hazards

• These materials require a certified applicator 

AND a California Restricted Materials Permit

• No California Restricted Material Permits will 

be issued for Cannabis cultivation
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Pesticide Label Requirements

• Personal protective 

equipment (PPE) requirements

• Application method 

• Application Rate
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Pesticide Label Requirements

• Environmental Hazards

• Restricted Entry Interval

• Greenhouse Directions
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Pesticide Label Requirements

• Danger & Warning 

Pesticides

• LD50 of <100 

mg/kg/day
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Additional Requirements

• Required PPE must be 

provided by employer

• Pesticide Handler 

Training 
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Additional Requirements

• Pesticide Storage
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Rodenticide Use

California Restricted 

Materials:  

– not allowed

Federally Restricted:

– certified applicator 

required
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Rodenticide Use

Rodent Repellants

• use consistent with the label

• BioControl
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DPR PUBLICATION

• Legal Pest Management 

Practices

• http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs

/cannabis/index.htm
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AVAILABLE ACTIVE INGREDIENTS
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Pest Management Practices
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Available Products

Ingredient:  Sulfur

EPA Registration Number
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Available Products

− Azadirachtin

− DPR lists 34 active 

products

− Label broad enough for 

use on cannabis 
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Questions?

ag.co.monterey.ca.us


