
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Monterey County Health Department 

Communicable Disease Unit 

Suggested Algorithm for Evaluating Syphilis Lab Reports 

≥4-fold rise in RPR 

titer? 

Positive treponemal 

test? 

Symptoms consistent with 

syphilis or new exposure? 

No need to 

re-treat 

unless 

patient 

reports new 

exposure. 

Consider as 

Biological False 

Positive unless 

clinical suspicion 

of disease or 

report of new 

exposure. If so, 

retest in 1 

month. 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No or Unknown (if unknown 

request history from Health 

Department) 

Negative treponemal 

test in last 12 months 

or ≥4-fold rise in titer? 

Late Latent: 

Treat with BIC x 

3, report to 

Health 

Department 

Early Latent: 

Treat with 

BIC x 1, 

report to 

Health 

Department 

1) Primary if lesion/chancre observed: 

Treat with BIC x 1 and report to 

Health Department. 

2) Secondary if rash, 

lymphadenopathy, other 2nd 

symptoms observed: Treat with BIC 

x 1 and report to Health 

Department. 

OR 

3) Late with Clinical Manifestations if 

neurological involvement & positive 

CSF VDRL: Treat by IV per 

guidelines & report to Health 

Department. 

Prior history of 

syphilis? 
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