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6.1 ENTITLEMENT PROCESS

This Specific Plan (EGSP) and accompanying per-
mits, approved following certification of the Environ-
mental Impact Report, provide the basic authority for
development of approximately 1,400 residential units
plus up to 70 accessory (carriage house) units, 75,000
square feet of commercial use, 11,000 square feet of
public and institutional use, and 100,000 square feet
of Arts District space within the Plan Area upon sat-
isfaction of the requirements set forth in the Specific
Plan.

6.2 DESIGN REVIEW

Before development of property within the EGSP area
may occur, final approvals are required.These approvals
include project and design review to ensure compli-
ance with the technical requirements and Pattern Book
design guidelines contained herein. The design guide-
lines contained in the Pattern Book supercede the
County’s Zoning Ordinance to the extent the provi-
sions conflict.

The Developer shall establish a formal Design
Review process to be carried out by an appropriate
entity to be designated by Developer, such as a Com-
munity Services District (CSD) and/or Homeowners
Association (HOA). Monterey County will not be
involved with the formal Design Review process estab-
lished by the Developer. Written Design Review
approval from the entity designated by the Developer
shall be required and shall be submitted to Monterey
County as part of an application for a building permit.
Monterey County will ensure conformance with the
EGSP design standards prior to issuing building per-
mits.
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6.3 AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFIC PLAN

The Government Code includes procedures for
amending the EGSP (Sections 65453, 65454 and
65456). Conformance Determinations, as described
below in Section 6.4.1, are not amendments and may
be approved by the County Director of Planning and
Building Inspection (Director). The Planning Com-
mission, after at least one noticed public hearing, shall
provide recommendations to the Board of Supervisors
regarding any proposed amendments. Upon receipt of
recommendations from the Planning Commission, the
Board of Supervisors shall set the matter for public
hearing and shall give notice of said hearing. After
conclusion of the public hearings, the Board of Super-
visors may deny, adopt, or adopt any part of the pro-
posed amendment in such form as the Board may
deem advisable. All of the following findings are
required to approve a Specific Plan amendment:

1. The proposed Specific Plan amendment is consis-
tent with the goals, objectives, policies and pro-
grams of the General Plan, and is necessary and
desirable to implement the provisions of the Gen-
eral Plan.

2. The uses proposed in the Specific Plan amendment
are compatible with adjacent uses and properties.

3. The proposed Specific Plan amendment will not
adversely affect the public health, safety or welfare.

4. The proposed Specific Plan amendment will not
create internal inconsistencies in the Specific Plan.

Specific Plan amendments may require a compan-
ion General Plan amendment. Any amendments to
the EGSP shall be processed in accordance with Gov-
ernment Code Section 65453, as well as any applica-
ble local ordinances governing amendments of Spe-
cific Plans. Specific Plan amendments are subject to
CEQA. It is the intent of the Specific Plan that the
companion EIR, once certified, may serve, without fur-
ther environmental studies, as the environmental doc-
umentation for Specific Plan amendments, other than
major amendments, as appropriate under CEQA.
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FIGURE 6.1 East Garrison Design Review Committee (EGDRC)
Design Review Process Flow Chart
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4. Relocation of carriage unit rights from one or more
designated lots to other lots. Relocation shall only
be to Bungalow, Village, Bluff, and Courtyard lots.

5. Changes to numbers or letters establishing or ref-
erencing text sections or figures, including refer-
ences to County Code sections.

6. Modifications to Section 1.5, Section 3.5.7, Sec-
tion 3.5.11, Section 4.2, Section 4.4, Section 4.5,
updates to Sections 4.7 through 4.10, updates to
Section 5, Section 6.2 Table 3.1, and Figure 3.5
Summary.

7. Modifications to travel lane width, curb types, curb
radii, and sidewalk and verge locations and sizes,
as long as no increase in water use results from the
modifications.These modifications also require the
approval of the Fire District and County Public
Works Department.

8. Modifications to the Landscape Pattern section of
the Pattern Book as long as no increase in water
use results from the modifications.

9. Modifications to park and public space designs
described in Sections 4.6.1 through 4.6.11. These
modifications also require the approval of the
County Parks Department.

6.4.2 Appropriate Authori ty

The Director is the Appropriate Authority to hear and
decide applications for the Conformance Determina-
tion provided in this subsection 6.4. Notwithstanding
the foregoing, the Director shall have the discretion to
refer an application for a Conformance Determination
to the Planning Commission for a noticed public hear-
ing and determination. In such case, the Planning
Commission shall become the Appropriate Authori-
ty. If the Conformance Determination is combined
with a Use Permit or Administrative Permit, the deci-
sion-making body for the principal land use shall be
the decision-making body for the Conformance
Determination.
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Application for a Specific Plan amendment shall
be made to the Appropriate Authority in writing in a
form prescribed by the Director and shall be accom-
panied by statements, plans, and elevations necessary
to show the detail of the proposed use, structure, or
modification, and such other information as the Direc-
tor may require.

Where an application for an amendment is denied
by the Board of Supervisors, no new application for an
amendment substantially the same as the one denied
may be submitted for a period of one year from the
date of denial.

6.4 CONFORMANCE DETERMINATIONS

6.4.1 Purpose

The purpose of a Conformance Determination is to
determine whether a proposed development or use that
constitutes a minor variation from EGSP provisions
is consistent with the EGSP and may proceed with-
out an amendment to the EGSP. The proposed minor
variation shall be found consistent if it substantially
conforms to the standards, regulations, and guidelines
of the EGSP and other applicable Monterey County
ordinances. Where appropriate, a Conformance Deter-
mination may be combined with a Use Permit or
Administrative Permit.

Minor variations may be approved for a proposed
development or use and only for the following aspects
of the Specific Plan:

1. Allowance of a use not listed in the Permitted Uses
matrix (Table 3.8), if the use complies with the land
use designation in which the use is requested and
is therefore permitted within that land use desig-
nation.

2. Minor changes in the size and location of public
facilities.

3. Modifications to the Pattern Book or Design
Guidelines, but not including setbacks, lot size, or
parking requirements.
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6.4.3 Submittal  Requirements

All applications for a Conformance Determination
shall contain the following information in addition to
any standard permit application requirements required
by the Monterey County Zoning Ordinance:

1. Name, signature, and address of the applicant and
of all persons owning any interest in the property
included in the application.

2. Location of the subject property (address or
vicinity).

3. Legal description of property.

4. Specific Plan land use designation(s) on the
property.

5. Description of the proposed facility or use.

6. Written statement describing the request and
explaining how each of the required findings can
be made.

7. Such other forms and documents as are necessary
to determine conformance with the provisions of
the Specific Plan.

8. A fee as specified by the County Board of
Supervisors.

6.4.4 Addit ional  Requirements

The Appropriate Authority may also require the fol-
lowing information and documents as necessary to
make the required determination(s):

1. A site plan illustrating the use, development, struc-
ture(s), building(s), or modification(s) of standards.
Site plans must be drawn to a scale satisfactory to
and in the number of copies prescribed by the
Appropriate Authority, indicating the use, location
and size of all pertinent buildings and structures,
yards, driveways, access and parking areas, land-
scaping, walls, and fences, and other similar fea-
tures.

2. Such supplemental information or material as may
be necessary, including revised or corrected copies
of any site plan or other document previously
submitted.

6.4.5 Required Findings 

The Appropriate Authority, acting upon any Confor-
mance Determination request as provided in this sec-
tion, shall either approve, approve with conditions, or
deny the request based on findings as specified below.
In order to approve a proposed development or use,
the Appropriate Authority must make all of the fol-
lowing findings for the development or use, as pro-
posed or subject to specified conditions:

1. The variation from the EGSP is minor in nature.

2. The development or use is consistent with the
EGSP and substantially conforms to the standards,
regulations, and guidelines of the EGSP and other
applicable Monterey County ordinances.

3. The development or use will not adversely affect
public health, safety, or welfare.

4. The development or use will not adversely affect
adjacent property.

5. The development or use will not have environ-
mental effects that have not been previously ana-
lyzed.

6.4.6 T ime Limit

The Appropriate Authority shall act on an application
for determination of Conformance, or publish a pub-
lic hearing notice, within 60 days from the date of
receipt of an application and all required submittals.
Any public hearing shall commence within 60 days
from the date of publication of the notice.

6.4.7 Publ ic  Hearings

The Director shall have the discretion to hold a pub-
lic hearing regarding the Conformance Determina-
tion. If the determination is referred to the Planning
Commission, a public hearing shall be conducted.
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6.4.8 Appeals

The decision of the Director with regard to a Confor-
mance Determination may be appealed to the Plan-
ning Commission. In such case, the decision of the
Planning Commission shall be final and may not be
appealed. The decision of the Planning Commission,
when acting as the Appropriate Authority, may be
appealed to the Board of Supervisors. Appeal proce-
dures and timelines shall be in accordance with the
appeal procedures and timelines set out in the Mon-
terey County Inland Zoning Ordinance applicable to
discretionary decisions.

6.5 NOTICE

Any public hearing required by this Chapter shall be
noticed in the manner provided in the Monterey
County Inland Zoning Ordinance. The Appropriate
Authority shall notify the applicant and any interest-
ed parties of the final action taken on the application
by first class mail.

6.6 MATTERS OF INTERPRETATION

Every effort has been made to provide policies and reg-
ulations that are clear; however, interpretations will be
necessary when specific and unusual circumstances
arise. The Director is responsible for interpretation of
the EGSP.

If any situation arises in the implementation of the
EGSP that is not addressed by specific site develop-
ment regulations or, if an issue, condition, or situation
arises that is not clearly addressed in the EGSP, the

Director shall provide an interpretation based on such
County goals, policies, plans, and requirements as are
most closely related to the subject matter of the issue
or situation to be interpreted.

The approved Specific Plan is intended to be inter-
preted and applied in a manner consistent with the
Monterey County Code. If the Director nevertheless
determines that a conflict exists between the Specific
Plan and the County Code, the provisions of the Spe-
cific Plan shall take precedence.

Administrative interpretations of the Director pur-
suant to this Section 6.6 may be appealed to the Plan-
ning Commission.The decision of the Planning Com-
mission shall be final and may not be appealed. Appeal
procedures and timelines shall otherwise follow the
appeal procedures and timelines set out in the Mon-
terey County Inland Zoning Ordinance regarding
appeals of administrative interpretations.

6.7 SPECIFIC PLAN COMPLIANCE AND

ENFORCEMENT

No building permit, grading permit, land use discre-
tionary permit, or other permit for a land use subject
to the provisions of the EGSP may be approved if it
is found to be inconsistent with the EGSP.

The Director is responsible for enforcing the pro-
visions of the Monterey County Zoning Ordinance
and the EGSP. The regulatory elements of the EGSP
are enforceable pursuant to the enforcement require-
ments of the Monterey County Code.
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