MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RESERVOIR OPERATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Richard Ortiz, Chair Bill Lipe
Ken Ekelund Nathan Merkle
Glen Dupree Ron Munds
John Baillie Don Bullard
Benny Jefferson Kevin Piearcy
Jon Anthony Matthew Simis

Eric Morgan

NOTE: Date, Time and Place of Meeting has changed, see attached sheet for directions

Car Pool from Agency Office (1441 Schilling Place, Salinas) will leave at 8:15 AM, Thursday October 25th.
Committee Members — please call German Criollo at (831) 755-4860 by Noon on Tuesday, October 23rd to
RSVP a seat in the car pool.

RESERVOIR OPERATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING

TIME: 10:00 AM
DATE: Thursday, October 25, 2018
PLACE: Heritage Ranch Community Service District Board Chambers

4870 Heritage Ranch Road. Paso Robles, CA 93446

TOUR FOLLOWING MEETING

Committee members will tour the Heritage Ranch Community Service District water treatment
plant and various parts of Nacimiento and San Antonio dams.

AGENDA

1. Call to Order

2. Public Comment
(Limited to three (3) minutes per speaker on matters within the jurisdiction of the Agency
not listed on this agenda. The public will have the opportunity to ask questions and make
statements on agenda items as the Committee considers them.)



10.

11.

Approve the Minutes of the Reservoir Operations Advisory Committee Meeting
held on September 27, 2018

The Committee will consider approval of the minutes of the above-mentioned meeting
(Attachment 1).

Review the status of both reservoirs and current releases.
Staff will present a summary of current conditions at both reservoirs, provide a synopsis
of release changes that have occurred since the last meeting (Attachments 2, 2a, and 3).

Review the release schedule for 2018,
Staff will review the release schedule for 2018 (Attachment 4).

Receive an update on staff discussions with the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) regarding re-initiation of the Biological Opinion for the Salinas Valley
Water Project.

Staff will present a verbal report regarding discussions with NMFS regarding re-initiation
of the Biological Opinion for the Salinas Valley Water Project.

Report regarding Operations and Maintenance activities at the Reservoirs
Staft will present a verbal report discussing the Operations and Maintenance activities at
both reservoirs over the last month.

Report regarding Interlake Tunnel Project
Staft will present a verbal report discussing activities related to the Interlake Tunnel
Project.

Status reports on:

Lake recreation by Concessionaire and Parks Department
Easements and Agency Leases

Quagga / Zebra Mussel Plan

San Luis Obispo County Activities

National Marine Fisheries Service

moNw

Set next meeting date and discuss future Agenda items
The Committee will discuss and determine details for its next meeting.

Adjournment



Directions from 1441 Schilling Place , Salinas to Heritage Ranch Community Services District

Office
e Get on US-101 S from Schilling PI, Hansen St and Airport Blvd 0.8 miles
e Follow US-101 S to Jolon Rd. Take exit 252 from US-101 S 73.9 miles
e Take Nacimiento Lake Dr to Heritage Rd in Lake Nacimiento 15.2 miles
Estimated Driving Time: 1 hr 31 min.
4870 Heritage Rd . Paso Robles, CA 93446
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MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RESERVOIR OPERATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Richard Ortiz, Chair Kevin Piearcy
Ken Ekelund Eric Morgan
Glen Dupree Bill Lipe
John Baillie Nathan Merkle
Ron Munds Don Bullard
Jon Anthony Matthew Simis

Benny Jefferson

TIME: 1:30 p.m.
DATE: Thursday, September 27, 2018
PLACE: 1441 Schilling Place, Saffron Room

Salinas, CA 93901

MINUTES

Call to Order at 1:30 p.m. A quorum was established.

Members present:  Ortiz (arrived at 1:36), Ekelund, Dupree, Baillie, Lipe, Merkle,
Munds and Simis (arrived at 1:33)
Members absent:  Jefferson, Anthony, Bullard and Piearcy

Public Comment: None

Approve the Minutes of the Reservoir Operations Advisory Committee Meeting
held on August 30, 2018

Committee Action: On Motion and Second by Baillie and Dupree respectively, the
Committee approved the Minutes of the Reservoir Operations Committee meeting
held on August 30, 2018.

Review the status of both reservoirs and current releases, and current releases.
Jason Demers, Hydrologist, reported on current releases at both reservoirs.

Review the release schedule for 2018.
Jason Demers, Hydrologist, presented the 2018 release schedule.

Report regarding the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) proposal to make
winter reservoir releases for improving steelhead migration conditions

Howard Franklin and Elizabeth Krafft provided an update on the proposal from NFMS to
make winter reservoir releases for improving steelhead migration conditions as part of the

ATTACHMENT 1



10.

11.

ongoing re-initiation process of the Biological Opinion for the Salinas Valley Water
Project.

Report regarding Operations and Maintenance activities at the Reservoirs
Brent Buche, Deputy General Manager, reported on this item.

Report regarding Interlake Tunnel Project
David Chardavoyne, General Manager, reported on the Interlake Tunnel Project.

Status reports on:

A.

Lake recreation by Concessionaire and Parks Department
Nathan Merkle reported on this item.

Easements and Agency Leases
Brent Buche reported on this item.

Quagga / Zebra Mussel Plan
Ron Munds reported on this item.

San Luis Obispo County Activities
Ron Munds reported on this item.

National Marine Fisheries Service
Bill Stephens reported on this item.

Salinas River Stream Maintenance Program
Shaunna Murray, Associate Water Resources Engineer, reported on this item.

Set next meeting date and discuss future Agenda items
The next meeting is scheduled for October 25, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. Vehicles will leave
Salinas at around 8:00 a.m.

The meeting adjourned at 2:52 p.m.

Submitted by: Alice Henault

ATTACHMENT 1



Reservoir Release Update

RECOMMENDATION:
None — item presented for informational purposes.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:
The Reservoir Operations Advisory Committee receives monthly updates on the status of
Agency reservoirs.

RESERVOIR ELEVATION / STORAGE: As of October 19, 2018, San Antonio Reservoir
has a water surface elevation of approximately 684.95 feet mean sea level (msl), 42,188 acre-feet
of storage. Nacimiento Reservoir has a water surface elevation of approximately 707.9 feet msl,
46,745 acre-feet of storage. San Antonio Reservoir is currently at 13% of storage capacity and
Nacimiento Reservoir is at 12% of capacity.

RESERVOIR RELEASES: Minimum fisheries releases of 60 cfs from Nacimiento Reservoir
and 10 cfs from San Antonio Reservoir are currently being made in accordance with the Salinas
Valley Water Project Biological Opinion.

Minor fluctuations in release rates are not presented in this report but are documented in the
Salinas Valley Water Project Annual Flow Reports.

Releases as of October 19, 2018:
e Nacimiente Reservoir: 60 cfs
e San Antonio Reservoir: 3 cfs

Total releases from both reservoirs to the Salinas River are approximately 63 cfs. The following
“provisional” flows have been recorded by the USGS:

e Salinas River near Bradley: 91 cfs (steady)
e Salinas River at Soledad: 0 cfs
e Salinas River near Chualar: 0 cfs
¢ Salinas River near Spreckels: 0 cfs

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
None

FINANCING:
None

Prepared by: German Criollo, Associate Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860
Jason Demers, Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860

ATTACHMENT 2



Synopsis of Reservoir Release Changes from
September 1, 2018 to October 19, 2018

San Antonio Nacimiento
Reservoir Reservoir
ate Starting | Ending Starting Ending Total
Flow Flow Flow Flow Releases
September 5, 2018 250 225 450 440 665
September 7, 2018 225 185 440 440 625
September 11, 2018 185 185 440 430 615
September 12, 2018 185 185 430 330 515
September 13, 2018 185 35 330 240 275
September 14, 2018 35 10 240 60 70
September 18, 2018 10 3 60 60 63
September 28, 2018 3 10 60 60 70

ATTACHMENT 2a



Water Surface Elevation (ft, msl)

Water Surface Elevation (ft, msl)

Reservoir Elevation and Storage
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Storage Volume (acre-feet)

Storage Volume (acre-feet)
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Agenda Item #6

Receive an update on staff discussions with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
regarding re-initiation of the Biological Opinion for the Salinas Valley Water Project

RECOMMENDATION:
It 1s recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Reservoir Operations
Advisory Committee:

Receive an update on staff discussions with the National Marine Fisheries Service regarding re-
initiation of the Biological Opinion for the Salinas Valley Water Project.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

On August 5, 2016, the Army Corps of Engineers re-initiated consultation between the Monterey
County Water Resources Agency and the NMFS on the Biological Opinion for the Salinas
Valley Water Project. Discussions have primarily focused on providing passage opportunities in
the Salinas River for South-Central California Coast steelhead during periods of consecutive dry
winters. Steelhead are designated as threatened under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 and
the Salinas, Nacimiento and San Antonio Rivers are identified as critical habitat for the species.

COMMTTEE /BOD ACTION:

The Reservoir Operations Advisory Committee received an update on September 27, 2018.
The Basin Management Advisory Committee received an update on October 3, 2018.

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors received an update on
October 15, 2018.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
None

FINANCING:
The is no financial impact to receive this report.

Prepared by: Howard Franklin, Senior Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860
Elizabeth Krafft, Senior Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860






